
     
 

 

 

Curriculum Plan                   
Department/subject: Geography 
Our Vision:  We take opportunities and aspire to excellence 
Our Intent:   

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth 

● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond 

● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’ 

● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly 
 

Year 11 Autumn 1 Autumn 2  Autumn 3 Signpost/notes 

Knowled
ge to be 
taught 
 
 
 

Fieldwork and Geographical Skills 
- What do we mean by core and frame 
- What do we predict we will find out 

when we visit Letchworth? 
- Why are we visiting  Letchworth? 
- How will we collect data in Letchworth 

to test the hypotheses? 
- What sampling methods will we use? 
- What are the risks involved and how 

will we avoid them? 
- How will we present this data? Why? 
- How could we improve our research? 
- How do I read a range of graphs, 

charts and tables? 
- How do I read an OS map? 
- What are 4 and 6 figure grid 

references? 
- How do I use measures of central 

tendency? 

The Challenge of Resource Management 
- How do resources impact our 

wellbeing? 
- How does access to essential 

resources vary across the world? 
- How has the UK’s demand for 

food in the UK changed? 
- What is a carbon footprint and 

how are they impacted by food 
miles? 

- What is agribusiness? 
- How has the UK’s use of energy 

resources changed? 
- Why does the UK not extract oil, 

coal and gas? 
- What are the environmental and 

economic impacts of using 
renewable and non-renewable 
resources? 

- How does the demand for water 
vary around the world? 

- How does access to water vary 
around the world? 

Natural Hazards 
- What is a natural hazard? 
- How do earthquakes happen? 
- What happens at the three main plate 

margins? 
- How did an earthquake in 2009 impact 

L’Aquila, Italy? 
- How did an earthquake in 2010 impact 

Haiti? 
- Which earthquake was had the worst 

impacts? 
- Which earthquake had the best 

responses? 
 

Why do we teach this unit here? 
Fieldwork – this topic is taught at the 
beginning of Year 11 as it 
investigates the local area. The trip is 
later as it links with the Urban 
challenges topic and acts as a recap 
for students. 
The Challenge of Resource 
Management – this human topic is 
placed after the field work. It is new 
content that should help engage 
students in their final year of GCSE. 
The challenge of resources and 
fieldwork are shorter topics meaning 
we can start natural hazards just 
before the holidays. 
 
Strategies to embed concepts in 
long term memory 
- Quizzes 
- Verbal questioning and feedback 

sessions 
- Revision homework  



     
 

 

- What are the impacts of water 
insecurity? 

- How can we increase water 
supplies? 

- How has China increased water 
supplies? 

- How has Ethiopia increased water 
supplies?  

 
Careers 
- Geoscientist 

- Risk manager 

- Seismologist 

- Volcanologist 

- Aid worker 

- Aid co-ordinator 

- Sustainability officer 

- Climate programme officer 

- Environment advisor 

 

SMSC 
- Field Trip to Letchworth 
- How do resources impact our 

wellbeing? 
- How does the demand for water 

vary around the world? 
- How does access to water vary 

around the world? 
- How did an earthquake in 2009 

impact L’Aquila, Italy? 
- How did an earthquake in 2010 

impact Haiti? 
 

Mental/physical development 
- Exploring inequalities and 

segregation within a country and 
between countries and 
considering solutions to these 
issues. 

Key 
Words 

Core 
Frame 
Comparison 
Independent shops 
Bar graph 
Pie chart 
Risk assessment 
Field sketch 
Land use survey 
Evaluation 
Systematic sampling 
4 and 6 figure grid references 
Mean 
Median 
Mode 
Range 

Renewable resources 
Non-renewable resources 
Fossil fuels 
Carbon footprint 
Foot miles 
Agribusiness 
Malnourishment 
Water surplus 
Water deficit 
Water stress 
Water insecurity 
Water security 
Sustainable 
SNWTP 
Intermediate Technology 

Natural hazard 
Meteorological hazard 
Geological hazard 
Conservative plate margin 
Constructive plate margin 
Destructive plate margin 
Primary effects 
Secondary effects 
Short term responses 
Long term responses 
Tectonic hazard 
General atmospheric circulation 
Tropical storms 
Climate change 
Mitigation 
Adaption 

Links to 
prior 
knowled
ge 

Year 7 geography unit: 
- Map Skills 

Year 10 geography unit: 
- Urban challenges 

KS4 maths -  Constructing and interpreting 
tables, graphs and charts and statistics. 

Year 7 geography unit: 
- Weather (Drought) 

 

KS3 Chemistry – The earth as a source of 

limited resources. 

KS3 Physics – fuels and energy resources. 
 

Year 8 geography unit: 
- Climate change 

Year 8 geography unit: 
- Restless earth 

KS4 Chemistry – earth and atmospheric 
science 

How 
knowled

Throughout lessons: 
- Mini quizzes 

Throughout lessons: 
- Mini quizzes 

Throughout lessons: 
- Mini quizzes 



     
 

 

ge is 
assessed 
 
 
 

- Tasks and plenary tasks within the 
lesson 

- Class discussions and paired 
discussions where verbal feedback 
follows 

- Teacher checks students’ work in 
lesson 

- Homework 
- Exam questions 
 
Past exam questions, end of unit test and 
mock 

- Tasks and plenary tasks within the 
lesson 

- Class discussions and paired 
discussions where verbal feedback 
follows 

- Teacher checks students’ work in 
lesson 

- Homework 
- Exam questions 
 
Past exam questions, end of unit test and 
mock 

- Tasks and plenary tasks within the 
lesson 

- Class discussions and paired 
discussions where verbal feedback 
follows 

- Teacher checks students’ work in 
lesson 

- Homework 
- Exam questions 
 
Past exam questions, end of unit test and 
mock 

 
 

Literacy 
Students develop the ability to 
write: 
Descriptions  
Explanations  
Comparisons  
Evaluations 
 
Numeracy 
Drawing and reading figures and 
graphs How 

gaps will 
be 
addresse
d 
 

- Support sheets are available for each lesson 
- Lesson quizzes used to assess students’ understanding and address misconceptions 
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons 
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding 
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions 
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed 
 

Cultural 
capital 
lessons 
 

- Field Trip to Letchworth 
 

- How do resources impact our 
wellbeing? 

- How does the demand for water 
vary around the world? 

- How does access to water vary 
around the world? 

 

- How did an earthquake in 2009 impact 
L’Aquila, Italy? 

- How did an earthquake in 2010 impact 
Haiti? 

 


