
     
 

 

 

Curriculum Plan                   
Department/subject: Geography 
Our Vision:  We take opportunities and aspire to excellence 
Our Intent:   

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth 

● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond 

● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’ 

● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly 
 

Year 8 Spring 1 Spring 2 Signpost/notes 

Knowledge 
to be taught 
 
 
 

Population 
- Should India implement the One Child Policy? 
- Where do most people live? 
- What is a population pyramid? 

Costa Rica 
- Where is Costa Rica? 
- Why is Costa Rica so special? 
- What is the climate of Costa Rica? 
- What attracts tourists to Costa Rica? 

Why do we teach this unit here? 
Continue with population - considering if 
India should adopt the one child policy to 
recap learning. Looking at the population of 
France and exploring what is a population 
pyramid this then gives students skills 
needed for the next topic.  
Costa Rica – It is important to teach 
students geographical content as well 
building their locational knowledge. This 
unit not only teaches students where Costa 
Rica is, why it is popular and how it is an 
environmental example to other countries; 
it also recaps on the unit climate change 
therefore re-embeds knowledge learnt at 
the beginning of the year. Students have 
not completed a study of a particular 
country since the Year 7 unit of India 
therefore this locational study is suitably 
timed.  
Strategies to embed concepts in long term 
memory 

Key Words Population 
One Child Policy 
Densely populated 
Sparsely populated 
Population growth 
Urban 
Rural 

Carbon Neutral 
Rainforest 
Climate graph 
Cloud forest 
Sustainable 
Renewable energy 

Links to 
prior 
knowledge 

Links to KS2 geography national curriculum guidelines: 
- Understanding different types of settlements. 
 
Year 7 geography unit: 
- India  

Links to KS2 geography national curriculum guidelines: 
- Economic activity 
- Distribution of vegetation 
- Distribution of energy resources 

 

KS3 Chemistry – The earth as a source of limited 

resources. 

 

KS3 Physics – fuels and energy resources. 



     
 

 

How 
knowledge 
is assessed 
 
 
 

Throughout lessons: 
- Mini quizzes 
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson 
- Class discussions and paired discussions where 

verbal feedback follows 
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson 
- Homework 
 
End of unit and end of year assessment 

Throughout lessons: 
- Mini quizzes 
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson 
- Class discussions and paired discussions where 

verbal feedback follows 
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson 
- Homework 
 
End of unit and end of year assessment 

- Quizzes 
- Verbal questioning and feedback 

sessions 
- Revision homework  
 
Careers 
- Travel agent 
- Environmental scientist 
- Conservation manager 
- Glaciologist 
- Geologist 

 

SMSC 
- Why is Costa Rica so special? 
- Should India implement the One Child 

Policy? 
- Where do most people live? 
Mental/physical development 
- Exploring global issues and considering 

solutions to these issues. 
 
Literacy 
Students develop the ability to write: 
Descriptions  
Explanations  
Comparisons  
Evaluations 
 
Numeracy 
Reading figures and graphs 

How gaps 
will be 
addressed 
 
 

 
- Support sheets are available for each lesson 
- Lesson quizzes used to assess students’ understanding and address misconceptions 
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons 
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding 
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions 
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed 

Cultural 
capital 
lessons 
 
 
 

- What was the One Child Policy? 
- Should India implement the One Child Policy? 
- Where do most people live? 

- Why is Costa Rica so special? 

 

 


