
     
 

 

 

Curriculum Plan                   
Department/subject: Geography 
Our Vision:  We take opportunities and aspire to excellence 
Our Intent:   

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth 

● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond 

● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’ 

● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly 
 

Year 8 Summer 1 Summer 2  Signpost/notes 

Knowledge 
to be taught 
 
 
 

Extreme Environments 
- What is a glacier? 
- How much of the UK was covered in ice by the last 

ice age? 
- How do glaciers change the land? 
- Where is Antarctica? 
- How do animals adapt to Antarctica? 
- What is the Antarctic Treaty? 
- What is a hot desert? 
- Where are hot deserts located? 
- What is desertification? 
- What are the causes of desertification? 
- What are the solutions to desertification? 
- How do animals adapt to hot deserts? 

Restless Earth 
- How is the world structured? 
- What are convection currents? 
- What are the different plate margins like? 
- How do earthquakes impact HICs? 
- How do earthquakes impact LICs? 
- How do tsunamis impact countries? 

Why do we teach this unit here? 
Extreme environments – Students have 
already learnt about adaptions in science 
this means they already come to this unit 
with knowledge that we can develop.  
Restless Earth – This unit is taught at the 
end of Year 8 as requires some 
understanding of the earth’s structure and 
plate tectonics, they cover this in science 
which means we can built on this 
knowledge in geography. Some students 
can find this content challenging therefore 
we teach this unit at the end of Year 8 were 
students are more likely to understand 
these concepts.  
 
Strategies to embed concepts in long term 
memory 
- Quizzes 
- Verbal questioning and feedback 

sessions 
- Revision homework  

 

Key Words Glacier 
Plucking 
Abrasion 
Erosion 
Erosional landforms 
Corrie 
Arête 
Pyramidal Peak 
Glacial trough 

Mantle 
Core 
Crust 
Plate margin 
Destructive plate margin 
Conservative plate margin 
Constructive plate margin 
Convection currents 
Earthquake 



     
 

 

Truncated spurs 
Antarctica 
Adaptation 
Antarctic Treaty 
Hot desert 
Adaptation 
Desertification 
Cause 
Solution 

Tsunami Careers 
- Environmental scientist 
- Conservation manager 
- Geologist 
- Aid worker 
- Seismologist 

 

SMSC 
- What is a hot desert? 
- Where are hot deserts located? 
- What is desertification? 
- How do earthquakes impact HICs? 
- How do earthquakes impact LICs? 
- How do tsunamis impact countries? 

 

Mental/physical development 
- Exploring global issues and considering 

solutions to these issues. 
 
Literacy 
Students develop the ability to write: 
Descriptions  
Explanations  
Comparisons  
Evaluations 
 
Numeracy 
Reading figures and graphs 

Links to 
prior 
knowledge 

Links to KS2 geography national curriculum guidelines: 
- Different climate zones. 
- Mountains 
 
KS3 Chemistry – The earth as a source of limited 
resources, the composition of the atmosphere and the 
production of carbon dioxide by human activity and 
the impact on the climate. 
 
KS3 Biology - adaptations 

Links to KS2 geography national curriculum guidelines: 
- Earthquakes 
 
KS3 Chemistry – The composition and structure of the earth 
 
 

How 
knowledge 
is assessed 
 
 
 

Throughout lessons: 
- Mini quizzes 
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson 
- Class discussions and paired discussions where 

verbal feedback follows 
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson 
- Homework 
 
End of year assessment 

Throughout lessons: 
- Mini quizzes 
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson 
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal 

feedback follows 
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson 
- Homework 

How gaps 
will be 
addressed 
 
 

- Support sheets are available for each lesson 
- Lesson quizzes used to assess students’ understanding and address misconceptions 
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons 
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding 
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions 



     
 

 

- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed 

Cultural 
capital 
lessons 
 
 
 

- What is a glacier? 
- How do glaciers change the land? 
- Where is Antarctica? 
- What is the Antarctic Treaty? 
- What is a hot desert? 
- Where are hot deserts located? 
- What is desertification? 

 

- How do earthquakes impact HICs? 
- How do earthquakes impact LICs? 
- How do tsunamis impact countries? 

 


