
     
 

 

 

Curriculum Plan                   
Department/subject: Geography 
Our Vision:  We take opportunities and aspire to excellence 
Our Intent:   

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth 

● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond 

● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’ 

● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly 
 

Year 9 Spring 1 Spring 2  Signpost/notes 

Knowl
edge 
to be 
taught 
 
 
 

Development 
- How has tourism helped Tunisia to become an NEE? 
- How might terrorism impact the development of Tunisia? 
- How does trade impact development? 
- Why is Sierra Leone a Low Income Country (LIC)? 
- What is life like in the Heart of Africa? 
- What is a favela? 
- How can favelas be improved? 
- How does development vary within Brazil? 

Ecosystems 
 

- What is a biome? 
- What biomes are around the world and what are they like? 
- How do I read a climate graph? 
- Where are tropical rainforests found? 
- What is the climate like in a tropical rainforest? 
- Why is the tropical rainforest so hot and wet? 
- What are the layers of the rainforest like? 
- What is deforestation? 
- Why do some countries cut down more trees than others? 
- What are the effects of deforestation? 
- How can we stop deforestation? 
- What is the life of tribal groups in the Amazon Rainforest 

like? 
- What biomes can be found in Russia? 

 

Why do we teach this unit here? 
Continue with Development – this 
topic has close links with GCSE 
content and prepares students for 
several GCSE units, for example, 
The Economic World and Urban 
Challenges. As a result it is taught 
close to the GCSE curriculum. 
Students enjoy learning about 
favelas and the effects of the 
development around the world, as 
a result it is a good topic to teach 
close to Year 9 options.  
Ecosystems – this topic has close 
links with GCSE content and 
prepares students for the GCSE 
unit Living World. As a result it is 
taught close to the GCSE 
curriculum. Students enjoy learning 
about the Tropical Rainforest, as a 
result it is a good topic to teach 
close to Year 9 options.   

Key 
Words 

HIC 
LIC 
NEE 
Measurement of development 
Development 
Development gap 

Biome 
Ecosystem 
Climate graph 
Precipitation 
Equatorial climate 
Shrub layer 



     
 

 

Favela 
Malaria 
Communicable diseases 
Conflict Diamonds 
Life expectancy 

Undercanopy 
Canopy 
Emergents 
Deforestation 
Amazon 
Tropical rainforest 

Strategies to embed concepts in 
long term memory 
- Quizzes 
- Verbal questioning and 

feedback sessions 
- Revision homework  
-  
Careers 
- Conservation officer 

- Biodiversity conservation 

SMSC 
- What biomes are around 

the world and what are 
they like? 

- Where are tropical 
rainforests found? 

- Why do some countries 
cut down more trees than 
others? 

- How can we stop 
deforestation? 

- What is the life of tribal 
groups in the Amazon 
Rainforest like? 

- What biomes can be 
found in Russia? 

-  
Mental/physical development 
- Exploring inequalities and 

segregation within a country 
and between countries and 
considering solutions to these 
issues. 

Links 
to 
prior 
knowl
edge 

Year 7 geography unit: 
- India  

- Map skills 

- Africa 

Year 9 geography unit 
- Coasts of Thailand (impacts of tourism) 

Links to KS2 geography national curriculum guidelines: 

- Understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of a 
region within North or South America 

- Understanding physical geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes 

 
Year 8 geography unit: 
- Costa Rica (rainforests) 

 

How 
knowl
edge is 
assess
ed 
 
 
 

Throughout lessons: 
- Mini quizzes 
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson 
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal feedback 

follows 
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson 
- Homework 
 
End of unit and end of year assessment 

Throughout lessons: 
- Mini quizzes 
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson 
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal feedback 

follows 
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson 
- Homework 
 
One assessment at the end of each term and end of year 
assessment 

How 
gaps 
will be 
addres
sed 
 
 

 
- Support sheets are available for each lesson 
- Lesson quizzes used to assess students’ understanding and address misconceptions 
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons 
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding 
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions 
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed 
 



     
 

 

Cultur
al 
capital 
lesson
s 

- What is a favela? 
- Why is Sierra Leone a Low Income Country (LIC)? 
- What is life like in the Heart of Africa? 

- What biomes are around the world and what are they like? 
- Where are tropical rainforests found? 
- Why do some countries cut down more trees than others? 
- How can we stop deforestation? 
- What is the life of tribal groups in the Amazon Rainforest 

like? 
- What biomes can be found in Russia? 

 
Literacy 
Students develop the ability to 
write: 
Descriptions  
Explanations  
Comparisons  
Evaluations 
 
Numeracy 
Reading figures and graphs 

 


