
Curriculum Plan
Department/subject: Geography
Our Vision: We take opportunities and aspire to excellence
Our Intent:

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth
● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond
● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’
● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly

Year  7 Spring 1 Spring 2 Signpost/notes
Knowledge
to be taught

India
- What is Mumbai like?
- What is a slum?
- What is Dharavi? What is life like there?
- How can Dharavi be improved?
- What jobs do people living in Dharavi do?
- What is life in India like for wealthy people?
- How is India’s population changing? What

problems does this rapid growth bring?
- Where is the Ganges and why is it so special?

Weather
- What is the difference between weather and climate?
- What is an air mass and how do they affect the UK’s weather?
- What is wild weather and what wild weather has the UK

experienced?
- What is a drought?
- How has Ethiopia been affected by drought?
- What is the difference between a hurricane and a tornado?
- How did Hurricane Katrina impact the USA?

Why do we teach this unit here?

India – This is often the start of students
learning about geography, teaching India
engages students to the students but also
covers a wide range of geography including
physical, human and cultural. As a result, it is a
perfect unit to teach at the beginning of Year
7.

Weather- Although the India unit covers
physical geography it largely focuses on human
and cultural geography. As a result a physical
unit is appropriate here. Generally around the
time this unit is taught, the weather is
changing so is appropriately placed to engage
students in observing the weather as it
changes and how it impacts people.

Strategies to embed concepts in long term
memory
- Quizzes
- Verbal questioning and feedback sessions
- Revision homework

Key Words Slum
Poverty
Inequality
Deprived
Wealth
Population

Weather
Climate
Air mass
Drought
Hurricane
Extreme

Links to
prior
knowledge

Links to KS2 geography national curriculum
guidelines:
- Locate the world’s countries, using maps,

concentrating on their environmental regions,
key physical and human characteristics,
countries, and major cities.

Links to KS2 geography national curriculum guidelines:
- Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography.



Careers
- Development programme coordinator
- Meteorologist
- Travel agent

SMSC
- What is Mumbai like?
- What is a slum?
- What is Dharavi? What is life like there?
- How is India’s population growing?
- What problems does rapid population

growth bring?
- Where is the Ganges and why is it so

special?
- How has Ethiopia been affected by

drought?
- How did hurricane Katrina impact the

USA?

Mental/physical development
- Exploring inequalities and segregation

within a country and between countries
and considering solutions to these issues.

- Understanding global challenges that face
the world such as extreme weather and
how we can overcome these challenges.

Literacy
Students develop the ability to write:
Descriptions
Explanations
Comparisons
Evaluations

How
knowledge
is assessed

Throughout lessons:
- Mini quizzes
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Class discussions and paired discussions where

verbal feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework

This topic continues from the Autumn term so an
assessment occurs half way through the unit and at
the end of the unit.

This unit is also covered in the end of year
assessment

Throughout lessons:
- Mini quizzes
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal

feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework

End of unit and end of year assessment

How gaps
will be
addressed

- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Lesson quizzes used to assess students’ understanding and address misconceptions
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed

Cultural
capital
lessons

- What is a slum?
- What is Dharavi? What is life like there and how

can Dharavi be improved?
- How is India’s population changing? What

problems does this rapid growth bring?
- Where is the Ganges and why is it so special?

- What is the difference between weather and climate?
- What is an air mass and how do they affect the UK’s weather?
- How has Ethiopia been affected by drought?
- What is the difference between a hurricane and a tornado?
- How did Hurricane Katrina impact the USA?



Numeracy
Reading figures and graphs.


