
Curriculum Plan
Department/subject: Geography
Our Vision: We take opportunities and aspire to excellence
Our Intent:

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth
● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond
● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’
● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly

Year 11 Spring 1 and 2 Signpost/notes

Knowledge
to be taught

Natural Hazards
- What is a natural hazard?
- How do earthquakes happen?
- What happens at the three main plate margins?
- How did an earthquake in 2009 impact L’Aquila, Italy?
- How did an earthquake in 2010 impact Haiti?
- Which earthquake had the worst impacts?
- Which earthquake had the best responses?
- How can the impacts of a tectonic hazard be reduced?
- How does air move around the atmosphere (general atmospheric circulation)?
- Where are tropical storms located?
- How are tropical storms formed?
- How will climate change impact tropical storms?
- How did Typhoon Haiyan impact The Philippines in 2013?
- How can the impacts of a tropical storm be reduced?
- What extreme weather does the UK experience?
- What is climate change?
- What are the effects of climate change?
- How can we manage climate change?

Why do we teach this unit here?
Natural Hazards - this physical topic is taught at the end of the GCSE course
as students find this content quite challenging therefore we have chosen to
teach this as close to the exam as possible.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term memory
- Quizzes
- Verbal questioning and feedback sessions
- Revision homework

Careers
- Geoscientist

- Risk manager

- Seismologist

- Volcanologist

- Aid worker

- Aid co-ordinator

- Sustainability officer

- Climate programme officer

- Environment advisor

SMSC
- How did an earthquake in 2009 impact L’Aquila, Italy?
- How did an earthquake in 2010 impact Haiti?

Key Words Natural hazard
Meteorological hazard
Geological hazard
Conservative plate margin
Constructive plate margin



- Where are tropical storms located?
- How will climate change impact tropical storms?
- How did Typhoon Haiyan impact The Philippines in 2013?
- What is climate change?
- How can we manage climate change?

Mental/physical development
- Exploring inequalities and segregation within a country and between

countries and considering solutions to these issues.

Literacy
Students develop the ability to write:
Descriptions
Explanations
Comparisons
Evaluations

Numeracy
Drawing and reading figures and graphs

Destructive plate margin
Primary effects
Secondary effects
Short term responses
Long term responses
Tectonic hazard
General atmospheric circulation
Tropical storms
Climate change
Mitigation
Adaption

Links to
prior
knowledge

Year 8 geography unit:
- Climate change

Year 8 geography unit:
- Restless earth

KS4 Chemistry – earth and atmospheric science

How
knowledge
is assessed

Throughout lessons:
- Mini quizzes
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework
- Exam questions

Past exam questions and end of unit test
How gaps
will be
addressed

- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Lesson quizzes used to assess students’ understanding and address misconceptions
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed



Cultural
capital
lessons

- How did an earthquake in 2009 impact L’Aquila, Italy?
- How did an earthquake in 2010 impact Haiti?
- Where are tropical storms located?
- How will climate change impact tropical storms?
- How did Typhoon Haiyan impact The Philippines in 2013?
- What is climate change?
- How can we manage climate change?


