
Curriculum Plan
Department/subject: Geography
Our Vision: We take opportunities and aspire to excellence
Our Intent:

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth
● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond
● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’
● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly

Year  7 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Signpost/notes
Knowledge
to be taught

Map Skills
- What is a field sketch?
- What are compass directions?
- What are OS maps and OS map symbols?
- What are 4 and 6 figure grid references?
- How do OS maps show height and scales?
- What is an atlas and how do we use it?

India
- Where is India?
- What ecosystems are in India?
- What is the history of India?
- How did the British Empire impact India?
- Where do rich and poor people live in India?

Why do we teach this unit here?
Map Skills - gives students a foundation to
all geography content and skills taught later,
some students will have never studied
geography at primary school so this gives
them all students a similar starting point to
geography skills.
India – This is often the start of students
learning about geography, teaching India
engages students but also covers a wide
range of geography including physical,
human and cultural. As a result, it is a
perfect unit to teach at the beginning of
Year 7.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term
memory
- Quizzes
- Verbal questioning and feedback

sessions
- Revision homework

Careers
- Cartographer
- Fundraising
- Development programme coordinator

Key Words North
South
East
West
Compass directions
Atlas
Field sketch

Country
Continent
India
Poverty
Wealthy
Unequal
Empire

Links to
prior
knowledge

Links to KS2 geography national curriculum guidelines:
- Locate the world’s countries, using maps.
- Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer

mapping to locate countries and describe features
studied.

- Use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure grid
references, symbols and key (including the use of
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge
of the United Kingdom and the wider world.

Links to KS2 geography national curriculum guidelines:
- Locate the world’s countries, using maps, concentrating on

their environmental regions, key physical and human
characteristics, countries, and major cities.



SMSC
- What is the history of India?
- How did the British Empire impact

India?
- Where do rich and poor people live in

India?

Mental/physical development
- Exploring inequalities and segregation

within a country and between countries
and considering solutions to these
issues.

Literacy
Students develop the ability to write:
Descriptions
Explanations
Comparisons
Evaluations

Numeracy
Reading OS maps, figures and graphs

How
knowledge
is assessed

Throughout lessons:
- Mini quizzes
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Class discussions and paired discussions where

verbal feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework

End of unit and end of year assessment

Throughout lessons:
- Mini quizzes
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal

feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework

This topic continues into the Spring term so an assessment occurs
half way through the unit and at the end of the unit.

This unit is also covered in the end of year assessment
How gaps
will be
addressed

- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Lesson quizzes used to assess students’ understanding and address misconceptions
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed

Cultural
capital
lessons

All lessons work towards developing the ability to read
maps.
Students learn what an atlas is and how it is used. This
lesson helps students to familiarise themselves with
where countries are located around the world.

- Where is India?
- How did the British Empire impact India?


