
Curriculum Plan
Department/subject: Geography
Our Vision: We take opportunities and aspire to excellence
Our Intent:

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth
● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond
● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’
● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly

Year 13 Spring 1 and 2 Signpost/notes

Knowledge
to be taught

The carbon cycle
- Where do we find carbon?
- How does carbon move between stores?
- What affects the size of global stores of carbon?
- What factors lead to changes in the carbon cycle?
- What are the impacts of a changing Carbon budget?
- What impact do fluctuations in the carbon budget have on life?
- How can carbon cause change in global systems?
- What is the Gulf Stream and what impacts does it have on the water and carbon cycles?
- Can climate change be managed?
- Is adapting to climate change an option?
- What happens to water and carbon in the tropical rainforest?
- What threats does the Amazon rainforest face?
- How do the water and carbon cycles impact on a local scale?

Why do we teach this unit here?
The water cycle – This unit is taught at the end
of Year 13 as links closely to the A Level hazards
unit and Global systems and global governance
allowing consolidation of knowledge as well and
building understanding.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term
memory
- Quizzes
- Verbal questioning and feedback sessions
- Revision homework

Careers
- Carbon and energy consultant
- Environmental education officer
- Resource efficiency manager
- Sustainability manager

SMSC
- What are the impacts of a changing Carbon

budget?
- What impact do fluctuations in the carbon

budget have on life?

Key Words Adaptation
Mitigation
Albedo
Anthropogenic C02
Biodiversity
Biosphere
Burial and compaction
Calcination
Carbon scrubbers
Carbon Budget
Carbon Fertilisation



- How can carbon cause change in global
systems?

- Can climate change be managed?
- Is adapting to climate change an option?
- What threats does the Amazon rainforest

face?

Mental/physical development
- Exploring inequalities and segregation

within a country and between countries
and considering solutions to these issues.

Literacy
Students develop the ability to write:
Descriptions
Explanations
Comparisons
Evaluations

Numeracy
Drawing and reading figures and graphs

Carbon sink
Carbon source
Carbonation
Desertification
Dynamic equilibrium
Enhanced Greenhouse Effect
Global atmospheric circulation system
Hydrocarbons
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
Milankovitch Cycle
Monoculture
Permafrost
Phytoplankton
Sequestration
Thermohaline circulation

Links to
prior
knowledge

Year 11 geography unit:
- Living world

- The challenges of resource management

- Natural hazards

A Level Geography units:
- Global systems and global governance

- Hazards

- Changing places

- Contemporary urban environments

How
knowledge
is assessed

Throughout lessons:
- Mini quizzes
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework
- Exam questions



Past exam questions and end of unit test
How gaps
will be
addressed

- Lesson quizzes used to assess students’ understanding and address misconceptions
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed

Cultural
capital
lessons

- Where do we find carbon?

- How does carbon move between stores?

- What affects the size of global stores of carbon?

- What factors lead to changes in the carbon cycle?

- What are the impacts of a changing Carbon budget?

- What impact do fluctuations in the carbon budget have on life?

- How can carbon cause change in global systems?

- What is the Gulf Stream and what impacts does it have on the water and carbon cycles?

- Can climate change be managed?

- Is adapting to climate change an option?

- What happens to water and carbon in the tropical rainforest?

- What threats does the Amazon rainforest face?

- How do the water and carbon cycles impact on a local scale?


