
Curriculum Plan
Department/subject: French Year 13
Our Vision: We take opportunities and aspire to excellence
Our Intent:

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth
● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond
● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’
● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly

Year Spring 1 Spring 2
Knowledge to be
taught

During this time, two learning modules will be undertaken:

Learning Module I: Crime & punishment
During this time, students will learn how to…
● examine different attitudes to crime
● recognise and understand the past historic tense
● express obligation
● discuss prison and its merits and problems
● use different tenses with si
● ask questions and create a dialogue
● consider alternative forms of punishment
● use infinitive constructions
● summarise a reading text

Learning Module L: Immigration
During this time, students will learn how to…
● discuss some of the political issues concerning immigration in

francophone countries
● form and use combination tenes: imperfect and perfect
● use language for describing change
● consider the viewpoints of political parties regarding immigration
● form and use the future perfect and the conditional perfect
● summarise from listening

Literature and film element and revision

During this time, students will continue to learn how to…
● recount the basic storyline of the film and literature element
● analyse the book and film to give opinions and evaluate the author /

filmmaker intentions
● re-read and re-watch both elements to ensure confident knowledge of

both works
● demonstrate effective knowledge of the key characters
● use essay language to be able to describe in their own words answers

to exam-style questions
● discuss, argue and evaluate differing viewpoints and interpretations of

the film and book
● use key scenes or moments and show why they are significant

Emphasis will now shift towards examination skills and revision including:
● sitting past papers and previous exam questions
● practising for the spoken stimulus card
● preparing for the IRP
● conducting mock speaking exams
● revising content from previous modules
● filling in any gaps in grammatical knowledge



● consider immgration from the standpoint as well as aspects of racism
● choose the right tenses
● disagree tactfully when debating or arguing

Keywords Knowledge & familiarity of key grammatical terminology and how they
may be different in French:
● past historic tense
● tense sequences with si
● infinitive constructions
● imperfect tense
● perfect tense
● future perfect tense
● conditional perfect tense

Knowledge & familiarity of key examination requirements and
terminology:
● Paper 1, paper 2 paper 3
● IRP (Independent Research Project)
● Stimulus card
● Preparation time
● Cloze exercise
● Complex language
● Analytical response
● Knowledge of French culture

Links to prior
knowledge

● We will refer back to key vocabulary and structures which run
throughout the language

● We will explicitly point out vocabulary and structures which have been
taught and expect students to attempt to see such links for
themselves

● Many tasks will include items from previous units of work to increase
long term memory

● At this stage in the course, every revision task points back to
previously learnt material. Vocabulary lists are provided to aid this
process and revision lessons summarise content and provide
opportunities to develop exam skills based on the content learnt
and revised

● We will refer back to key vocabulary and structures which run
throughout the language

● We will explicitly point out vocabulary and structures which have
been taught and expect students to attempt to see such links for
themselves

How knowledge is
assessed

● During the topic, work will be marked frequently and tasks will
include reading comprehensions, short essays, translations and
summary tasks

● Frequent mini-translation tasks will assess knowledge of specific
topic areas as well as general grammatical proficiency

● In class speaking will be assessed informally and also through the
regular practice of speaking stimulus cards

● Continual feedback in lesson will be done in dialogue between
student and teacher via a range of assessment for learning
strategies

● Students will develop the ability to write essays on the film and
literature element which will be assessed for grammar, style and
analysis

● Essays are marked according to exam criteria, although initial
attempts at essays may not marked in this way so as to allow for a
positive introduction into essay writing

● Continual feedback in lesson will be done in dialogue between
student and teacher via a range of assessment for learning
strategies



● Green pens are used for self and peer assessment to build up
students’ ability to critically evaluate their own work

● Homework tasks via Show My Homework will show accumulation
of vocabulary and independence over time

● End of unit tests will assess listening, reading and writing

● Green pens are used for self and peer assessment to build up
students’ ability to critically evaluate their own work

● Homework tasks via Show My Homework will show accumulation
of vocabulary and independence over time

● A mock exam is scheduled to take place in February
How gaps will be
addressed

● Gaps in knowledge will be identified by any of the strategies above
● Lesson starter activities will be adapted to target gaps in knowledge

from the previous lesson(s)
● Formally marked work will require a Medal & Mission response from

the student and subsequent work in lesson will be adapted
accordingly

● End of unit test feedback to require one lesson dedicated to
addressing gaps in knowledge and exam skills

● Gaps in knowledge will be identified by any of the strategies above
● Lesson starter activities will be adapted to target gaps in knowledge

from the previous lesson(s)
● Formally marked work will require a Medal & Mission response from

the student and subsequent work in lesson will be adapted
accordingly

● End of unit test feedback to require one lesson dedicated to
addressing gaps in knowledge and exam skills

Cultural capital
lessons

Cultural capital will be accumulated throughout these topics. Cultural
knowledge during these topics will include:

● French values regarding crime, punishment and immigration
● Changes to French law over the decades regarding these issues
● Differences in attitudes compared to British values and French

values
● Considering our moral duties to offenders, victims of crime and

immigrants

● The literature element of this course is a key way in which cultural
capital is developed, in particular:

o The way narrative stories are constructed in different
cultures

o The real-life setting of homelessness on the streets of
Paris

o Authentic French text, not written for learners of French
● The film element of this course is a key way in which cultural capital is

developed, in particular:
o The setting of the film in the day-to-day life of Parisian

suburbs
o Inner city French lifestyle, slang words, music and general

culture
o The racial and socio-economic divides of 1990’s France
o The historical context of urban unrest and riots


