
Curriculum Plan
Department/subject: Music
Our Vision: We take opportunities and aspire to excellence
Our Intent:

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth
● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond
● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’
● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly

Our Department Vision: Understand music within a world context and a historical context, and be able to create music by yourself and with others.
By the end of Year 8 we hope a student would demonstrate the following in music lessons:

● Knowledge of a variety of different genres of music
● Ability to accurately self and peer assess using musical vocabulary
● Maturity to work unsupervised by the teacher for periods of time (e.g. up to 10 minutes)
● Ability to perform more complex (Grade 2) pieces with basic accuracy, technical control, expression and musicality (see PLC)
● Ability to compose medium length pieces that are using both chords and melody in conjunction (see PLC)
● Ability to explain the effects of music I hear using musical terminology
● Ability to read and perform from basic notation
● An understanding of at least two notation formats and ability to perform wisely from one.

Year 8 Autumn 1 – 8.1 Blues Autumn 2 – 8.2 Song writing
Knowledge to be
taught

● How to read and perform a chord pattern.
● How to play in time with a pulse and with others
● How to create an improvisation
● How to teach oneself to play music
● How to combine a variety of instrumental forces in a group

performance.
● The origins of blues music. It’s place in the historical canon

of music and links to historical events.

● How to sequence a song using GarageBand
● How to design a four chord sequence
● How to create a melody by using the triadic notes, plus

additional dissonances.
● How to create a drum beat, using a MIDI pattern of at least

two parts.
● Be able to simply analyse two simple 32 bar pop songs.

Within that be able to identify the ideas of repeated chord
pattern, number of layers in a texture & different sections.

Links to prior
knowledge

Building on:
- playing in time (all performing based units so far)
- technical control – (7.5) and keyboard (7.1, 7.6,

Drawing on the ideas of structure that have taught in (Form 7.6).
Also building on the ideas that have been set in (7.2) where students
have started to compose music of two parts or more.



- understanding of / playing chords (7.3,)
- understanding of structure (Classical 7.4, Call and response 7.5,
Learning that notation is one method of playing music and
developing the self-awareness to know whether it is a method that
helps you

Building on the ideas of structure and chord patterns that were
taught in Blues (8.1).

How knowledge
/skill is assessed

Each lesson the teacher will provide verbal feedback as students are
learning to play the music. There will be performing opportunities
within each lesson and the teacher will model feedback, which can
then be used to support students giving self and peer feedback. At
the end of the unit students will record their performance and the
teacher will have a conversation with them about their learning,
giving specific praise and constructive feedback. The teacher will tell
the student if they are still working towards, on target, or exceeding
their target (S/O/E). The teacher will also record a grade on a
tracking sheet and SIMS (or using Google Forms), but this will not be
shared with the student.
There will be a chance for students to reflect on their work using
google Classroom.

Each lesson the teacher will provide verbal feedback as students are
learning to play the music. There will be performing opportunities
within each lesson and the teacher will model feedback, which can
then be used to support students giving self and peer feedback. At
the end of the unit students will record their performance and the
teacher will have a conversation with them about their learning,
giving specific praise and constructive feedback. The teacher will tell
the student if they are still working towards, on target, or exceeding
their target (S/O/E). The teacher will also record a grade on a
tracking sheet and SIMS (or using Google Forms), but this will not be
shared with the student.
There will be a chance for students to reflect on their work using
google Classroom.

How gaps will be
addressed

● The teacher will use one-to-one modelling with students
who are struggling to make progress

● Where necessary, lesson time will be given to
re-teach/re-model concepts that students do not yet fully
understand

● Using pre-recorded videos, so students can relearn material
independently.

● Higher ability students supporting lower ability students

● The teacher will use one-to-one modelling with students
who are struggling to make progress

● Where necessary, lesson time will be given to
re-teach/re-model concepts that students do not yet fully
understand

● Higher ability students supporting lower ability students

● Using pre-recorded videos, so students can relearn material
independently.

● For students who have particular issues, teacher
pre-recorded starter loops that they can build on.

Key vocabulary ● PulsePlaying in time (Musicality)
● Chords
● Improvisation
● Technical control

● Chord pattern

● Melody writing



● Swing rhythm
● 7th notes
● 12 bar blues sequence

● Drum beats and constituent parts (snare, bass, Hi-hat).

● Quantizing

●

Cultural capital
lessons

Students will learn the historical context of the blues, the time and
place that it comes from and it’s connections with the slave trade in
the southern states of America.
Famous blues musicians will be looked at and the lives that they led.
This will also form a discussion around how the Blues has influenced
music that was developed after it (particularly the start of Rock and
Roll).

Discussion of the development of the four chord song and groups
that popularised the format. An explanation of how this is relevant
to all music in our current sphere.

Year 8 Spring 1 – 8.3 Dance Remix Spring 2 – 8.4 Reggae
Knowledge to be
taught

● How to create a sample

● How to create loops

● How to using editing facilities to manipulate sound

● How to use timewarp to extend and diminute loops.

● How to play using an off beat rhythm

● To how to include syncopation within a performance

● How to have a minimum texture of three in a performance

Links to prior
knowledge

The ideas of rhythm in (7.1 & 7.5), are enhanced by creating own
drum beats.
Links with 7.6 & 8.2 in structuring works. Students can understand
how songs should be structured and can build on this in dance
remix.
Creating melody has been touched upon in 8.1 and can be
developed by students in this unit.

This unit builds on the skills developed in 8.1. The ideas of structure
from 8.1 and chords from 8.2 are built on and enhanced. The
concept of improvisation is built on having been started in 7.5 and
melodic development is moved on from 7.2 with the idea of a
cyclical pattern.

How knowledge
/skill is assessed

Each lesson the teacher will provide verbal feedback as students are
learning to play the music. There will be performing opportunities
within each lesson and the teacher will model feedback, which can
then be used to support students giving self and peer feedback. At

Each lesson the teacher will provide verbal feedback as students are
learning to play the music. There will be performing opportunities
within each lesson and the teacher will model feedback, which can
then be used to support students giving self and peer feedback. At



the end of the unit students will record their performance and the
teacher will have a conversation with them about their learning,
giving specific praise and constructive feedback. The teacher will tell
the student if they are still working towards, on target, or exceeding
their target (S/O/E). The teacher will also record a grade on a
tracking sheet and SIMS (or using Google Forms), but this will not be
shared with the student.
There will be a chance for students to reflect on their work using
google Classroom.

the end of the unit students will record their performance and the
teacher will have a conversation with them about their learning,
giving specific praise and constructive feedback. The teacher will tell
the student if they are still working towards, on target, or exceeding
their target (S/O/E). The teacher will also record a grade on a
tracking sheet and SIMS (or using Google Forms), but this will not be
shared with the student.
There will be a chance for students to reflect on their work using
google Classroom.

How gaps will be
addressed

● The teacher will use one-to-one modelling with students
who are struggling to make progress

● Where necessary, lesson time will be given to
re-teach/re-model concepts that students do not yet fully
understand

● Higher ability students supporting lower ability students

● The teacher will use one-to-one modelling with students
who are struggling to make progress

● Where necessary, lesson time will be given to
re-teach/re-model concepts that students do not yet fully
understand

● Higher ability students supporting lower ability students

Key vocabulary ● Structure

● SFX

● Sonority

● Balance

● Texture

● Sampling

● Dynamics

● Tempo (bpm)

● Ska

● Off beat

● Syncopation

● Melody

● Triad

● Inversion chords

● Calypso

Cultural capital
lessons

Students will learn to play a variety of songs from different
composers within the popular style. We will discuss why these songs
have been chosen and the composers’ place in a wider musical
context.

Students will learn about the cultural origins of reggae and its
development out Jamican music.



Year 8 Summer 1 – 8.5 The Classical Period Summer 2 – 8.6 Programme Music
Knowledge to be
taught

● Locate the Classical period in a timeline
● Opera
● Habanera rhythm and links to Spain
● Leitmotif
● Perform the theme from Haydn’s Trumpet Concerto,

Movement 3
● Perform the main melody from the Habanera chorus by

Bizet
● Understand the use of ostinato and leitmotif
● Perform a leitmotif from a choice of 3

● What programme music is

● How music can represent a story

● How different instrument can affect stereotypes

● What is a leitmotif

Links to prior
knowledge

The unit builds on the skills developed in 7.5 - Instruments through
the ages. It builds also on the idea of 7.1 Ode to Joy and some of the
historical links to Beethoven.

This unit builds on the skills developed in 8.2 of writing, melody with
chordal accompaniment. It also builds on the idea of form form 7.6,
and how different pieces can be structured. Also can be seen
through historical context, building on the ideas of 7.4 and music
through the ages.
This unit builds on the knowledge gained in 8.5 and understanding
the development of programme music from the classical era.

How knowledge
/skill is assessed

Each lesson the teacher will provide verbal feedback as students are
learning to play the music. There will be performing opportunities
within each lesson and the teacher will model feedback, which can
then be used to support students giving self and peer feedback. At
the end of the unit students will record their performance and the
teacher will have a conversation with them about their learning,
giving specific praise and constructive feedback. The teacher will tell
the student if they are still working towards, on target, or exceeding
their target (S/O/E). The teacher will also record a grade on a
tracking sheet and SIMS, but this will not be shared with the student.

Each lesson the teacher will provide verbal feedback as students are
composing. There will be opportunities for students to play their
work to the class, within most lessons, and the teacher will model
feedback, which can then be used to support students giving self and
peer feedback. At the end of the unit students will play their
composition to the teacher who will have a conversation with them
about their learning, giving specific praise and constructive
feedback. The teacher will tell the student if they are still working
towards, on target, or exceeding their target (S/O/E). The teacher
will also record a grade on a tracking sheet and SIMS, but this will
not be shared with the student.



How gaps will be
addressed

● The teacher will use one-to-one modelling with students
who require it

● Where necessary, lesson time will be given to
re-teach/re-model concepts that students do not yet fully
understand

● Higher ability students supporting lower ability students

● The teacher will use one-to-one modelling with students
who are struggling to make progress

● Where necessary, lesson time will be given to
re-teach/re-model concepts that students do not yet fully
understand

● Higher ability students supporting lower ability students

Key vocabulary ● Classical period

● Musical canon

● Baroque

● Symmetry

● Melody

● Harmony

● Opera
● Habanera rhythm
● Leitmotif
● Theme
● Ostinato

● Context
● Structure
● Sonority
● Dynamics
● Melody

● Leitmotif

Cultural capital
lessons

Understanding of the historical place of Mozart and the forward link
into current Western musical world context.

Students will learn the context of Programme Music, where it came
from and why it came into existence.


