
Curriculum Plan
Department/subject: RPS
Our Vision: We take opportunities and aspire to excellence
Our Intent:

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth
● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond
● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’
● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly

Year  9 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Signpost/notes
Knowledge
to be taught

Unit 1: Religion and social injustice
- What do we mean by social injustice?
- What is racism?
- What does Christianity believe about racism?
- Who are the untouchables?
- What is gender discrimination?
- How does Christianity view women?
- How does religion relate to the LGBTQ+

community?
- What does religion teach about wealth and

poverty?

Unit 2: Life and death issues

- What makes human life unique?
- What is the sanctity of life?
- When does life begin?
- What is abortion?
- What is IVF?
- What is a designer baby?
- What is the death penalty?
- What is euthanasia?

Why do we teach this unit here?
Religion and social injustice – This unit
sparks the interest of our students at the
start of the year – it covers a great balance
of religion and social issues.
Life and death issues – this is the perfect
unit to introduce the GCSE to our students,
leading to their options choices after the
Christmas holidays.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term
memory
- ‘Think about’ question at the start of

every lesson, linking back to the
previous lesson

- Verbal questioning and feedback
sessions

- Written task every lesson
- Revision homework

Careers
- Social worker

- Teacher

- Social activist

- Reporter

Key Words Social injustice, equality, fair, human rights, racism,
Black Lives Matter, systemic racism, dalits, caste
system, gender, sexism, homophobia, wealth, poverty

Soul, sanctity of life, foetus, abortion, miscarriage, In Vitro
Fertilisation (IVF), genetics, Pre-Implantation Genetic Diagnosis,
DNA, capital punishment, death penalty, euthanasia

Links to
prior
knowledge

Christian/Hindu beliefs taught in year 8 – both
religions are revisited in this unit.

Christianity is revisited in some of these lessons.

How
knowledge
is assessed

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Class discussions and paired discussions where

verbal feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework

End of unit assessment – extended piece of writing

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal

feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework



- Lawyer/solicitor/barrister

SMSC
- Every lesson contains SMSC

Mental/physical development
High levels of mental development in every
unit.
Literacy
Students develop the ability to write:
Descriptions/Explanations/Comparisons
/Evaluations
Numeracy - Statistic/percentages

Mid unit and end of unit extended writing tasks – abortion and
euthanasia

How gaps
will be
addressed

- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed

Cultural
capital
lessons

All RPS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital All RPS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital

Year  9 Spring 1 Spring  2 Signpost/notes
Knowledge
to be taught

Unit 3: GCSE options/careers
- What skills and qualities do I have?
- What is the GCSE options process?
- What career pathways are there?
- How can I research a career?
- How do I manage a budget?
- How do I manage money?
- Which bank accounts?

Unit 4: Relationships and sex education

- What is a healthy relationship?
- What is consent?
- How can I have a healthy attitude to body image/what are

eating disorders?
- How does the media influence sex and relationships?
- What are the risks – contraception
- What are the risks – STIs and teen pregnancy

Why do we teach this unit here?
Unit 3: GCSE options/careers – This unit ties
in neatly with the year 9 GCSE options
process
Unit 4: relationships and sex education – at
this point in the academic year, students are
comfortable to study this theme, and it
ensures that it is covered properly with
adequate time left in the term.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term
memory
- ‘Think about’ question at the start of

every lesson, linking back to the
previous lesson

Key Words Skills, transferable skills, qualities, job, career, pathway,
GCSE subjects, strengths, weaknesses, budget, debt,
saving, credit cards

Healthy, relationship, respect, consent, abuse, body image,
self-confidence, eating disorders, anorexia, bulimia, pornography,
media, contraception, STIs, pregnancy



- Verbal questioning and feedback
sessions

- Written task every lesson
- Revision homework

Careers
- Social worker

- Teacher

- Social activist

- Reporter

- Lawyer/solicitor/barrister

SMSC
- Every lesson contains SMSC

Mental/physical development
High levels of mental development in every
unit.
Literacy
Students develop the ability to write:
Descriptions/Explanations/Comparisons
/Evaluations
Numeracy - Statistic/percentages

Links to
prior
knowledge

Knowledge from tutor time/assemblies/whole school
initiatives

Follow on from PSHE content delivered in year 7/8

How
knowledge
is assessed

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Class discussions and paired discussions where

verbal feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework
No end of topic assessment – PSHE content

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal

feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework
No end of topic assessment – PSHE content

How gaps
will be
addressed

- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed

Cultural
capital
lessons

All RPS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital All RPS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital



Year  9 Summer 1 Summer  2 Signpost/notes
Knowledge
to be taught

Unit 5: Is it possible to be a modern day Buddhist?
- Is Buddhism a religion?
- What do Buddhists believe?
- How do Buddhists put their belief into practice?
- Why is the Dalai Lama a good example of Buddhist

compassion?
- How do Buddhists deal with moral dilemmas?
- Is it possible to be a modern day Buddhist?

Unit 6: The Holocaust

- Does evil prevail when good people do nothing?
- What was Jewish life like before the Holocaust?
- Ethical dilemmas in the ghetto
- Resistance in the ghetto
- The journey

Why do we teach this unit here?
Unit 5: Is it possible to be a modern day
Buddhist? To adhere to the locally agreed
RE curriculum, we cover all of the six world
faiths
Unit 6: The Holocaust – RPS covers the
Holocaust from a religious perspective, and
we deliver this after the Holocaust has been
delivered in history.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term
memory
- ‘Think about’ question at the start of

every lesson, linking back to the
previous lesson

- Verbal questioning and feedback
sessions

- Written task every lesson
- Revision homework

Careers
- Social worker

- Teacher

- Social activist

- Reporter

- Lawyer/solicitor/barrister

SMSC
- Every lesson contains SMSC

Mental/physical development
High levels of mental development in every
unit.
Literacy

Key Words Buddhism, Buddha, nirvana, enlightenment, dukkha,
anatta, four noble truths, eightfold path, Aung San Suu
Kyi, Myanmar

Judaism, Jews, Nazis, Germany, Poland, ghetto, shoah, faith

Links to
prior
knowledge

Possible knowledge from KS2 Previous learning in history this year, study of Judaism in year 8

How
knowledge
is assessed

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Class discussions and paired discussions where

verbal feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework

End of unit assessment

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal

feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework

No end of topic assessment

How gaps
will be
addressed

- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed



Students develop the ability to write:
Descriptions/Explanations/Comparisons
/Evaluations
Numeracy - Statistic/percentages

Cultural
capital
lessons

All RPS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital All RPS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital


