
Curriculum Plan
Department/subject: RPS
Our Vision: We take opportunities and aspire to excellence
Our Intent:

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth
● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond
● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’
● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly

Year 7 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Signpost/notes
Knowledge to be
taught

Unit 1: Why do we study RE?
- What is RE?

- What does religion do for
people?

- What do I know about the major
world religions?

- What do religions have in
common?

- Why do people have faith?
- Why do we study RE? Assessment

Unit 2: Relationships, identity and safety
(PSHE)

- What is a genuine friendship?
- What is bullying? What is the

impact?
- What is cyberbullying?
- How do families differ?
- What is puberty?
- What is love? What is a healthy

relationship?
- What is sex?

Unit 3: Why are we here – Creation
- What is the meaning of life?
- How was the earth created? Genesis 1
- How was the earth created? Genesis

2/a Hindu account
- Does science have a better

explanation?
- How did evil and suffering come into

the world?
- What role does humanity play?
- Why are we here? Assessment

Unit 4: What do we know about the Sikh
community?

- How are Sikhs welcomed into their
community?

- Who and what are Gurus?
- What is the Guru Granth Sahib?
- What rules do Sikhs follow?
- Who are the Khalsa community?
- The Kirpan debate
- Should the Kirpan be allowed?

Assessment
N.B. This unit is likely to run into Spring 1.

Why do we teach this unit here?
Why do we study RE unit – This is the perfect starting point for year
7, as it explores the basic beliefs of the six main world faiths, how
belief is different to fact, and why people do/do not believe in God.
Relationships, identity and safety – This is delivered in part 2 of the
autumn term, when we know our students better, and we can use
this unit to discuss and discourage bullying, and think about
healthy friendships and relationships.
Why are we here – creation – This unit gives the students the
opportunity to learn about the starting point of Christianity and
Hinduism, and to ask the question why/how are we here?
What do we know about the Sikh community – Sikhism is the
second largest religion followed by our students at Highfield
therefore it makes sense to explore this community. This unit
shows how a community worship together.

Strategies to embed concepts in long term memory
- Starter activities relating to the previous lesson
- Verbal questioning and feedback sessions
- Homework
- End of unit assessments

Careers
- Teaching
- Faith leader
- Social work



- Policing
- Civil servant

Keywords Places of Worship
Founders
Symbols
Faith
Creation
Holy books
Christianity
Judaism
Islam
Hinduism
Sikhism
Buddhism

Friendship
Bullying
Cyberbullying
Family
Nuclear family
Single parent
Reconstituted
family
Extended family
Puberty
Love
Healthy
Sex

Evil
Suffering
Khalsa
Guru Nanak/Gobind Singh
Stewardship
Dominion
Genesis
Evolution
Big bang
Moral evil
Natural evil

SMSC
- What is RE?
- What does religion do for people?
- What do I know about the major world religions?
- What do religions have in common?
- Why do people have faith?

- What are the features of a good friendship?
- How and why are families different?
- What is bullying/cyberbullying? What is the impact?
- What are the physical/emotional changes during puberty?
- What are the different types of love? What is a healthy

love relationship?
- What is sex for? What are the emotional/physical risks?

When is a person ready for sex?

- What is the meaning of life?
- How was the earth created? Genesis 1
- How was the earth created? Genesis 2/a Hindu account
- Does science have a better explanation?
- How did evil and suffering come into the world?
- What role does humanity play?

- How are Sikhs welcomed into their community?
- Who and what are Gurus?
- What is the Guru Granth Sahib?
- What rules do Sikhs follow?
- Who are the Khalsa community?
- The Kirpan debate

Mental/physical development
- High levels of mental development in every unit.

Links to prior
knowledge

Links to KS2 RE locally agreed syllabus:
- Ideas of our identity and what

makes us unique
- To learn the different ways of RE

through the experiences I have
and to know the experiences of
others (Learning about and from
RE)

Links to KS2 RE locally agreed syllabus:
- To understand the basics of evolution

and compare with a religious story of
creation

- To understand the religious
communities within our own
community. This can be extended to
‘faith tours’ that encompass a mosque,
church and gurdwara

Assessment - Unit 1: ‘Why we study RE’ assessment
- Unit 2: PSHE topic – no assessment

- Unit 3: ‘Why are we here’ assessment
- Unit 4: ‘Should the kirpan be allowed’

assessment

How gaps will be
addressed

- Expectation of absent students to catch up on missed work
- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed



Literacy
- Opportunities to write in every lesson

- Short exam type questions attempted every other lesson

- Assessment – extended piece of writing

Students develop the ability to write:
- Identify key knowledge
- Descriptions
- Explanations
- Comparisons
- Analysis

- Examination of end of unit assessment results, and address any misconceptions with
knowledge/skills

Cultural capital
lessons

Unit 2: Why do we study RE?
- What is RE?
- What does religion do for

people?
- What do I know about the major

world religions?
- What do religions have in

common?
- Why do people have faith?

Unit 3: Why are we here – Creation
- What is the meaning of life?
- How was the earth created?
- Does science have a better

explanation?
- How did evil and suffering come into

the world?
- What role does humanity play?

Unit 4: What do we know about the Sikh
community?

- How are Sikhs welcomed into their
community? –

- Who and what are Gurus?
- What is the Guru Granth Sahib?
- What rules do Sikhs follow?
- Who are the Khalsa community?
- The Kirpan debate



Year 7 Spring 1 & 2 Signpost/notes
Knowledge to be
taught

Unit 4 continued: What do we know about the Islamic community?
- What do you know about the Muslim community?
- Who is Muhammad (PBUH)?
- What is an Imam?
- What is Ramadan?
- What is Salah?
- What is Hajj?
- What is Islamophobia?

Why do we teach this unit here?
What do we know about the Islamic community? – We
follow on with Islam after Sikhism because through
following the five pillars of Islam, we have another
example of how a community worships together.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term memory

- Starter activities relating to the previous lesson
- Verbal questioning and feedback sessions
- Homework
- End of unit assessments

Careers
- Teaching
- Faith leader
- Social work
- Policing
- Civil servant

SMSC
- What do you know about the Muslim

community?
- Who is Muhammad (PBUH)?
- What is an Imam?
- What is Ramadan?
- What is Salah?
- What is Hajj?
- What is Islamophobia?

Mental/physical development
- High levels of mental development in every

unit.

Literacy
- Opportunities to write in every lesson

Keywords Islam
Ramadan
Hajj
Pilgrimage
Salah
Zakat
Muhammad (PBUH)
Four Pillars of Islam
Crescent Moon and Star

Links to prior
knowledge

Links to KS2 Religious Education national curriculum guidelines:
- The basics of Islam that link with the Five Pillars
- Comparison of two different religious beliefs (usually from Christianity and Islam as both share

the some ancestral roots through the line of Abraham/Ibrahim)
- Story of Muhammad is shared based on his journey to being the last Prophet of Islam
- Celebrating festivals that include Ramadan and Eid.

Assessment ‘Hajj’ Assessment

How gaps will be
addressed

- Expectation of absent students to catch up on missed work
- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed



- Short exam type questions attempted every

other lesson

- Assessment – extended piece of writing

Students develop the ability to write:
- Identify key knowledge
- Descriptions
- Explanations
- Comparisons
- Analysis

- Examination of end of unit assessment results, and address any misconceptions with
knowledge/skills

Cultural capital
lessons

Unit 4: What do we know about the Islamic community?
- Who is Muhammad (PBUH)?
- What is an Imam?
- What is Ramadan?
- What is Salah?
- What is Hajj?
- What is Islamaphobia?



Year 7 Summer 1 Summer 2 Signpost/notes
Knowledge to be
taught

Unit 5: ‘Who was Martin Luther King’?
- What is prejudice and

discrimination?
- Who influenced MLK?
- What did MLK believe?
- How did MLK use the Christian

ideas of pacifism?
- Why was the ‘I have a dream

speech’ so influential?
- What legacy did MLK leave?
- Would violence have enabled

MLK to achieve more in his fight
for civil rights (assessment)

Unit 5: MLK continued. Why do we teach this unit here?
Martin Luther King – This unit enables us to continue looking at Christian
values through a historical, influential figure.

Strategies to embed concepts in long term memory
- Starter activities relating to the previous lesson
- Verbal questioning and feedback sessions
- Homework
- End of unit assessments

Careers
- Teaching
- Faith leader
- Social work
- Policing
- Civil servant

Keywords Prejudice
Discrimination
Martin Luther King
Faith
Pacifism
Protest
Riots
Boycott
Speech
Christianity

SMSC
- What is prejudice and discrimination?
- Who influenced MLK?
- What did MLK believe?
- How did MLK use the Christian ideas of pacifism?
- Why was the ‘I have a dream speech’ so influential?
- What legacy did MLK leave?
- Would violence have enabled MLK to achieve more in his fight for

civil rights (assessment)

Mental/physical development
- High levels of mental development in every unit.

Literacy
- Opportunities to write in every lesson

- Short exam type questions attempted every other lesson

Links to prior
knowledge

Links to KS2 Religious Education national
curriculum guidelines:
-Who Martin Luther King is
-How the teachings of Christianity has the
message of ‘loving one another’
-The importance of writing a speech that
has a positive impact on society/others

Links to KS2 Religious Education
national curriculum guidelines:
-The dangers of smoking on the body
-What a healthy friendship looks like
-The pressures of ‘body image’
-Understanding what ‘cyber-bullying’ is
and the impact bullying has on others



- Assessment – extended piece of writing

Students develop the ability to write:
- Identify key knowledge
- Descriptions
- Explanations
- Comparisons
- Analysis

Assessment ‘Would violence have enabled MLK to achieve more in his fight for civil rights’
assessment

How gaps will be
addressed

- Expectation of absent students to catch up on missed work
- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight

and address misconceptions

- Teach checks students’ work
throughout lesson and addresses

misconceptions if needed

- Examination of end of unit assessment
results, and address any

misconceptions with knowledge/skills

Cultural capital
lessons

Unit 5:
- What did MLK believe?
- How did MLK use the Christian ideas of pacifism?
- Why was the ‘I have a dream speech’ so influential?
- What legacy did MLK leave?


