
Curriculum Plan
Department/subject: A Level RS (Philosophy and ethics)
Our Vision: We take opportunities and aspire to excellence
Our Intent:

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth
● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond
● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’
● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly

Year  2
A Level
Philosophy
and ethics
(RS)

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Signpost/notes

Knowledge
to be taught

Unit 1: The nature or attributes of God
- Can God do anything?

- If God knows the future, does this restrict

freewill?

- Does God exist in or out of time?

Unit 2: Religious language – negative, analogical or
symbolic

- Can we speak intelligibly about God?

- Does human language make God too small?

- Is religious language best understood as

analogy or symbol?

Unit 3: Religious language – 21st century perspectives

- What criteria should be used to determine
whether language is meaningful?

- Is religious language about fact?
- Can religious language make claims that can

be tested?

Unit 4: Meta-ethical theories

- Is morality an observable feature of the world?
- Is morality discerned by intuition?
- Is morality nothing more than emotion?

Unit 5: Conscience
- Should we follow our conscience?

- Does conscience connect us to moral knowledge?

- Is conscience mainly about a desire to please and a fear of

rejection?

Unit 6: Sexual ethics
- Should sex require more than consent between those

concerned?
- Why should sex be exclusive within marriage?
- Does sexual orientation have any bearing on the structure

of modern marriage?

Why do we teach this unit here?
It is a natural ‘follow on’ from year 1
Strategies to embed concepts in long term
memory
- ‘Think about’ question at the start of

every lesson, linking back to the
previous lesson

- Key words tests – 1 per week minimum
- Verbal questioning and feedback

sessions
- Written task every lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Revision homework

Careers
- Social worker

- Teacher

- Social activist

- Reporter

- Lawyer/solicitor/barrister



SMSC
- Every lesson contains SMSC

Mental/physical development
High levels of mental development in every
unit.
Literacy
Opportunities to develop literacy in every
lesson and homework task
Students develop the ability to write:
Descriptions/Explanations/Comparisons
/Evaluations/critical evaluation/forming
philosophical/ethical questions
Numeracy - Statistic/percentages

Key Words Omnipotent, omniscient, omnibenevolent, eternal,
everlasting, free will, existentialism, immutable,
apophatic way, cataphatic way, univocal/equivocal
language, analogy, symbol

Logical positivism, cognitive, non-cognitive, empirical, verification,
symposium, falsification, demythologising, absolutism, relativism,
naturalism, intuitionism, Vienna circle, emotivism, Hume’s law,
Naturalistic fallacy, ratio, synderesis, Id, ego, superego, conscientia,
cohabitation, consent, premarital sex, extramarital sex, betrothal,
consummation, exclusive, homosexuality

Links to
prior
knowledge

Elements of units taught in the GCSE/previous year Elements of units taught in the GCSE/previous year

How
knowledge
is assessed

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Class discussions and paired discussions where

verbal feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework
- End of unit essay

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal

feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework
- End of unit essay

How gaps
will be
addressed

- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed

Cultural
capital
lessons

All A Level RS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital All A Level RS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital

Year  2
A Level
Philosophy
and ethics
(RS)

Spring 1 Spring 2 Signpost/notes



Knowledge
to be taught

Unit 7: Religious pluralism and theology
- If there is salvation through Christ, does this

mean that other religions must be wrong?

- Should Christians try to convert members of

other faiths to Christianity?

- Do all religions off equally effective paths to

salvation?

Unit 8: Religious pluralism and society
- Can members of different faiths live and work

peacefully together?

- How have Christians responded to living in

multi-faith communities?

- What is interfaith dialogue and what does it

achieve?

Unit 9: Gender and society

- Has Christianity traditionally understood gender roles for
men and women?

- Can Christianity be compatible with secular views of
gender?

- Can Biblical/Church teachings be relevant about family for
modern society?

Unit 10: Gender and theology

- Should the Christian God depict female terms?
- Can Christianity be saved from sexist patriarchy?
- Can a male Messiah save womankind?

Why do we teach this unit here?
The ethics content is the perfect follow on
from philosophy of religion and introduces
key ethical theories.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term
memory
- ‘Think about’ question at the start of

every lesson, linking back to the
previous lesson

- Key words tests – 1 per week minimum
- Verbal questioning and feedback

sessions
- Written task every lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Revision homework

Careers
- Social worker

- Teacher

- Social activist

- Reporter

- Lawyer/solicitor/barrister

SMSC
- Every lesson contains SMSC

Mental/physical development
High levels of mental development in every
unit.
Literacy
Opportunities to develop literacy in every
lesson and homework task
Students develop the ability to write:
Descriptions/Explanations/Comparisons

Key Words Exclusivism, Inclusivism, Pluralism, multifaith society,
missionary work, evangelism, social cohesion

Feminism, gender biology, gender identification, gender
expression, socialisation, patriarchal society, Post- Christian
theology, thealogy

Links to
prior
knowledge

New content New content

How
knowledge
is assessed

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Class discussions and paired discussions where

verbal feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework
- End of unit essay

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal

feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework
- End of unit essay

How gaps
will be
addressed

- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed



/Evaluations/critical evaluation/forming
philosophical/ethical questions
Numeracy - Statistic/percentages

Cultural
capital
lessons

All A Level RS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital All A Level RS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital

Year  1
A Level
Philosophy
and ethics
(RS)

Summer 1 Summer 2 Signpost/notes

Knowledge
to be taught

Unit 11: The challenge of secularism
- Is Britain a Christian country?

- Should public life permit expressions of religion and belief?

Unit 12: Liberation theology and Marx

- Should Christian theology begin with information or action?
- Are the stories of liberation and salvation in the Bible about heaven or revolution in this world?
- Should Christian theology be informed by all experience of human life and human thought?

Why do we teach this unit here?
Developments in Christian thought is the
third and final area of year 2.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term
memory
- ‘Think about’ question at the start of

every lesson, linking back to the
previous lesson

- Key words tests – 1 per week minimum
- Verbal questioning and feedback

sessions
- Written task every lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Revision homework

Careers
- Social worker

- Teacher

- Social activist

Key Words Secularism, secularisation, secular, exploitation, alienation, capitalism, conscientisation, structural sin, preferential option for
the poor

Links to
prior
knowledge

Elements of units taught in the GCSE

How
knowledge
is assessed

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Exam prep questions

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Exam prep questions



- Reporter

- Lawyer/solicitor/barrister

SMSC
- Every lesson contains SMSC

Mental/physical development
High levels of mental development in every
unit.
Literacy
Opportunities to develop literacy in every
lesson and homework task
Students develop the ability to write:
Descriptions/Explanations/Comparisons
/Evaluations/critical evaluation/forming
philosophical/ethical questions
Numeracy - Statistic/percentages

- Class discussions and paired discussions where
verbal feedback follows

- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework
- End of unit essay

- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal
feedback follows

- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework
- End of unit essay

How gaps
will be
addressed

- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed

Cultural
capital
lessons

All A Level RS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital All A Level RS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital


