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Curriculum Plan : Year 9 Holocaust Education               
Department/subject: Religious Studies - Spring term Year 9 
Our Vision:  We take opportunities and aspire to excellence 
Our Intent:   

 To achieve aspirational targets  
 Develop historical knowledge of prejudice and discrimination against Jews   
 Put historical knowledge into the context of 1930’s Europe  
 Raise the Jewish voice as resistors and not victims  
 Develop metacognitive skills to support learning  

Year 9 Spring 1 

Key Subject Knowledge and Content:                                                        Skills: 
Knowledge to be 
taught 
 
 

L1 What was the Holocaust?    
L2 What was Pre-War Jewish Life like?   
L3 What is Prejudice and Discrimination?  
L4 Why the Jews?  
L5 Have attitudes to refugees changed?  
L6 Mosaic of Victims  
L7 Moral Dilemmas  
L8 Rescuers  
L9 Justice and Forgiveness  
L10 The churches and the Holocaust  
L11 The Problem of Evil 
L12 The Rwandan Genocide  
L13 Assessment prep 
L14 Assessment  
 
Survivor briefing 
Survivor debriefing  
 

L1 Textual de and reconstruction.  
L2 Photographic interpretation. 
L3 Synthesis of information using new vocabulary.  
L4 Textual interpretation.  
L5 Evaluation of evidence and written structure.  
L6 Research of individual circumstances and reflective 
creation. 
L7 Sorting information into categories using new vocabulary.  
L8 Creating a mind map and developing paragraphs.  
L9 Evaluating information and development of longer written 
GCSE response for AO2 style question.  
L10 Applying and evaluating historical information.  
L11 Building upon year 7 learning about the Problem if Evil and 
responses to the Holocaust.  
L12 Comparative study of Holocaust and Rwanda.  
Survivor briefing: Listening to a testimony and relating it to 
the studies. Survivor debriefing: Reflective practice and 
writing of formal letter to thank survivor. 
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 Key words: 
 Holocaust, Shoah, genocide, Crime Against 
Humanity, kinder, bystander, scapegoat, 
refugee, law, pogrom    
 

Key People and Scholars:  
Hitler 
Emmanuel Ringelbaum 
Nicholas Winterton 
Pope Pius XII 
Eva Kor 
 
Lemkin 
Lauterpracht  
Phillipe Sands  
 

 Key Concepts:  
Prejudice 
Discrimination 
Sacrifice 
Resilience 
 
 

 The concepts that bind the key stage 3 curriculum are threaded throughout this unit. Students will further analyse the concepts of 
forgiveness, sacrifice, moral responsibility and ethical dilemmas in this unit.   

How knowledge 
is assessed 
 
 

Students are provided with a knowledge organiser on Google Classroom. They are instructed to spend ten minutes per week using a variety 
of revision and metacognitive resources to help them to develop short term memory skills. Each week they will have a low stakes quiz to 
complete on Google Forms to check their knowledge. There is a factual recall formative assessment mid unit.  
Literacy skills are developed within the lessons and these will be assessed in the end of unit assessment when students will be given a 
variety of statements to evaluate.  

Links to Prior 
Knowledge and 
Addressing Gaps  
 
 

 Due to the impact of Covid students have missed vital components of the KS3 curriculum that would have given them a basic 

understanding of Judaism. UCL surveys show that students understanding of the Holocaust is limited and they believe Hitler physically 

killed Jews and that this happened only in Poland. This unit has been designed taking into account the findings of this survey.  

The learning in this unit ensures that students have a sound factual knowledge of historical prejudices and acts of discrimination against 

Jews however there is also an emphasis on the resistance of Jews as young people tend to believe that Jews did nothing to help 

themselves and were ‘led like lambs to the slaughter.’  

Cultural capital 
lessons 
 
 

Use of disciplinary views and approaches to the study of the Holocaust are included  
Live witness testimony  
Opportunities to be involved in HMD events in the school  
Opportunities to work with sixth form students who took part in the Lessons from Auschwitz project  
Join Human Rights Watch extracurricular group  
Potential trip to IWM Holocaust Exhibition  
 

 


