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Curriculum Plan: Alternative Religions               
Department/subject: PSHE Spring Term Year 10  
Our Vision:  We take opportunities and aspire to excellence 
Our Intent:   

 To develop learning about extremism and religion    
 To learn about minority religion  
 Further understand how religions develop 
 Further understand how teachings can be interpreted and put into action  
 Comparative study of teachings and interpretations of majority religions  

 
 

Year 7 Spring  

Key Subject Knowledge and Content:                                                        Skills: 
Knowledge to be 
taught 
 
 

1. Cult or Religion?  
2. Who are the Jehovah’s Witness’? 
3. Should the Amish Modernise?  
4. Are the Mormons a cult?  
5. Is the Illuminati real?  
6. Assessment  

All lessons contain an element of comprehension; students 
choose a level of questions to answer after watching a video 
clip which informs students about the topic being covered. 
There are reading elements in each lesson and students 
analyse and evaluate what they have read.  
 

 Key words: 
Cult                                                            Conspiracy  
Religion                                                     Freemasons  
Worldview                                                Watch Tower Society  
Amish                                                        Armageddon  
Old Order Mennonite Church               Polygamy   
Ordnung                                                    Elohim  
Worldliness                                              Celestial Kingdom  
Conservative  
Brainwashing  
Coercion  

 Key Concepts:  
Choice  
Personal awareness  
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How knowledge 
is assessed 
 
 

Students use evaluative writing skills that they have been developing to answer one of the following:  

 Describe two generally accepted differences between a religion and a cult. 

 Are new religious movements as much about nationality, culture and identity as they are about belief? 

 ‘Any religion has the potential to turn into, or branch off into a cult.’ 
To what extent do you agree with this statement? Explain using examples studied this term 
 

This is feedback on using the Whole Class Feedback Strategy and students improve their writing using the feedback and teacher directions.  
 

Links to Prior 
Knowledge and 
Addressing Gaps  
 
 

During the KS3 PSHE and RS curricula students have studied extremism in the context of right wing and Islamic groups. This unit builds upon 

previous learning by introducing students to minority and seemingly ‘closed’ religions.  

Students are able to draw upon previous studies of the majority 6 religions to compare teachings that influence believers and how these 

impact upon their actions. Actions are analysed to consider whether they are any more cultish or extreme than the majority 6.  

Cultural capital 
lessons 
 
 

Links can be made to:  
Read The Song of Issy Bradley  
Read the plethora of newspaper articles about people who have ‘escaped cults’  
Introduce students to Mormons and Jehovah Witness’  
 

 


