
Curriculum Plan
Department/subject: RPS
Our Vision: We take opportunities and aspire to excellence
Our Intent:

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth
● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond
● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’
● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly

Year 8 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Signpost/notes
Knowledge to be
taught

Unit 1: What is Hinduism? Unit 2: What are the Jewish covenants?
- What was the first covenant?

- What are mitzvot?

- What was the second covenant?

- What is Shabbat?

- What is Pesach?

Why do we teach this unit here?
Unit 1: What is Hinduism? We start the year with an introduction
to Hinduism to follow the trip at the end of year 7 to a Hindu
Mandir (Neasden temple).
Unit 2: What are the Jewish covenants? This unit is a great
introduction to the Jewish religion and is taught through the values
of agreements/rules – it is a nice reminder for the students at the
start of the year about following rules.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term memory

- Starter activities relating to the previous lesson
- Verbal questioning and feedback sessions
- Homework
- End of unit assessments

Careers
- Teaching
- Faith leader
- Social work
- Policing
- Civil servant

Keywords Hinduism, Brahman, Aum, Trimurti,
Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva, Avatar, Krishna,
Rama, Diwali, Karma, Reincarnation,
Moksha

Judaism, Covenant, Abraham, Circumcision,
Mitzvot, Moses, Egypt, Slavery, Freedom,
Passover, Pesach, Shabbat, Rest, Work, Festival,
Seder

SMSC-
- What is Hinduism?

- Do Hindus believe in more than one god?

- What is the Hindu concepts of the afterlife?

- How does a Hindu choose to live their lives?

- What is a caste system?



- What is the festival of light?

- What is Judaism?

- Who is Abraham? Why is he important?

- Why do some Jews follow 613 rules?

- What does the festival of Passover celebrate?

-

Mental/physical development – there are lots of new
Hindi/Hebrew words and concepts introduced, providing lots of
stretch and challenge.
Literacy

- Opportunities to write in every lesson

- Short exam type questions attempted every other lesson

- Assessment – extended piece of writing

Students develop the ability to write:
- Identify key knowledge
- Descriptions
- Explanations
- Comparisons
- Analysis

Links to prior
knowledge

Links to KS2 RE locally agreed syllabus:
- Diwali is usually studied at KS2,

this unit develops on students’

prior knowledge of Hinduism.

Links to KS2 RE locally agreed syllabus:
- Students usually have some knowledge

of religions studying rules from
primary.

Assessment Unit 1: ‘Was God right to punish’
assessment

Unit 2: Karma assessment

How gaps will be
addressed

- Expectation of absent students to catch up on missed work
- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed
- Examination of end of unit assessment results, and address any misconceptions with

knowledge/skills
Cultural capital
lessons

Unit 1: What is Hinduism?
Every lesson provides cultural capital –
who Hindus are, what they believe, and
how they worship.

Unit 2: What are the Jewish covenants?
Every lesson provides cultural capital –  who
was the founder of Judaism, what rules are
followed in the Jewish faith, and why Passover
is celebrated.

Year 8 Spring 1 Spring 2 Signpost/notes
Knowledge to be
taught

Unit 3 – Health and personal safety
- How can I raise my self- esteem?
- What is sexting?
- Online safety and the dangers of

grooming
- How are we influenced by

alcohol?
- What are the effects of alcohol?

Unit 4 – Who was Jesus?
- What was life like in 1st century

Palestine?
- Who was Jesus?
- What is temptation?
- What are miracles?
- How did Jesus challenge authority?
- What is Holy week?

Why do we teach this unit here?
Unit 3- Health and personal safety – we spend a term on RE
content in the Autumn, it is the right time in the Spring term to
focus on PSHE topics, especially around personal safety.
Unit 4- Who was Jesus? This topic usually coincides with Lent and
Easter – the perfect time of year to study Jesus.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term memory

- Starter activities relating to the previous lesson



- What is cannabis?
- Which drugs are illegal?
- What are the dangers of smoking

and vaping?
- Body image

- What are the Stations of the Cross?
- Why did Jesus die?
- The case of the missing body

- Verbal questioning and feedback sessions
- Homework
- End of unit assessments

Careers
- Teaching
- Faith leader
- Social work
- Policing
- Civil servant

SMSC
- How can I raise self-esteem?

- Why is sexting risky?

- How can I use the internet safely?

- Why are alcohol and drugs dangerous?

- Who was Jesus?

- Was Jesus more than man?

- Do miracles really happen?

- Why did Jesus die?

Mental/physical development
- High levels of mental development in every unit.

Literacy
- Opportunities to write in every lesson

- Short exam type questions attempted every other lesson

- Assessment – extended piece of writing

Students develop the ability to write:
- Identify key knowledge
- Descriptions
- Explanations
- Comparisons
- Analysis

Keywords Self esteem, confidence, online, internet,
grooming, vulnerable, sexting, illegal,
alcohol, unit, drunk, cannabis, health,
harmful, drugs, smoking, vaping

Jesus, messiah, miracle, Bible, crucifixion,
Romans, disciple, temptation, Lent, holy week,
Easter, resurrection

Links to prior
knowledge

Links to KS2 Religious Education national curriculum guidelines:
- Students usually have studied elements of Christianity at primary school.

Assessment Unit 3: Health and personal safety – no assessment as this is a PSHE unit.
Unit 4: Temptation assessment

How gaps will be
addressed

- Expectation of absent students to catch up on missed work
- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed
- Examination of end of unit assessment results, and address any misconceptions with

knowledge/skills
Cultural capital
lessons

Unit 3: Health and personal safety:
All lessons in this unit provide the skills for
our students to live in the wider world.

Unit 4: Who was Jesus?
All lessons in this unit give the students
knowledge of the most followed religion in the
UK.



Year 8 Summer 1 Summer 2 Signpost/notes
Knowledge to be
taught

Unit 5: An introduction to ethics
- What is the problem of evil?

- What is situation ethics?

- What are virtue ethics?

- What is utilitarianism?

- How does ‘Pay it Forward’ reflect

ethics?

Unit 6: TBC Why do we teach this unit here?
Unit 5: An introduction to ethics -

Strategies to embed concepts in long term memory
- Starter activities relating to the previous lesson
- Verbal questioning and feedback sessions
- Homework
- End of unit assessments

Careers
- Teaching
- Faith leader
- Social work
- Policing
- Civil servant

Keywords Evil, suffering, freewill, ethics, love, virtue,
Aristotle, greatest good, utopia

SMSC
- What is evil?

- What causes evil and suffering?

- Should we always do the most loving thing in decision making?

- What is virtue?

- What action brings the greatest amount of happiness?

- Does ‘Pay it Forward’ work?

Mental/physical development
- High levels of mental development in every unit.

Literacy
- Opportunities to write in every lesson

- Short exam type questions attempted every other lesson

Links to prior
knowledge

Links to KS2 Religious Education national
curriculum guidelines:
Link to any previous learning about where
evil and suffering come from

Links to KS2 Religious Education
national curriculum guidelines:

Assessment Unit 5: An introduction to ethics – Pay it forward assessment
How gaps will be
addressed

- Expectation of absent students to catch up on missed work
- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight

and address misconceptions

- Teach checks students’ work



- Assessment – extended piece of writing

Students develop the ability to write:
- Identify key knowledge
- Descriptions
- Explanations
- Comparisons
- Analysis

throughout lesson and addresses

misconceptions if needed

- Examination of end of unit assessment
results, and address any

misconceptions with knowledge/skills

Cultural capital
lessons

Unit 5:
- How do ethical systems work?
- Is a utopian society possible?

Unit 6:
-


