
Curriculum Plan
Department/subject: GCSE RS (Philosophy and ethics)
Our Vision: We take opportunities and aspire to excellence
Our Intent:

● All students will experience a curriculum richness, breadth and depth
● The curriculum equips every student with the knowledge and skills for the future in our local area and beyond
● The curriculum builds on prior knowledge and creates a ‘web of knowledge’
● Gaps in knowledge and skills are identified and addressed quickly

Year  10
GCSE
Philosophy
and ethics
(RS)

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Signpost/notes

Knowledge
to be taught

Unit 1: Christian beliefs
- What is the Judeo-Christian God like?

- What is the Holy trinity?

- What do Christians believe about creation?

- What do Christians believe about Jesus’

death?

- What do Christians believe about Jesus’

resurrection?

- What do Christians believe about life after

death?

- What is a Christian afterlife like?

- What are sin and salvation?

Unit 2: Christian practices

- What is worship?
- What is baptism?
- What is Holy Communion?
- What is a pilgrimage?
- Why is Christmas celebrated?
- Why is Easter celebrated?
- How does the Church contribute to society?
- How does evangelism and mission contribute to society?
- How do Christians work for peace?
- How can Christians who are safe protect those who are

not?
- How does the Church respond to poverty?

Why do we teach this unit here?
In order to apply the philosophical/ethical
issues to Christianity, students must have an
in-depth understanding of the religion.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term
memory
- ‘Think about’ question at the start of

every lesson, linking back to the
previous lesson

- Key words tests – 1 per week minimum
- Verbal questioning and feedback

sessions
- Written task every lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Revision homework

Careers
- Social worker

- Teacher

- Social activist

- Reporter

Key Words God, theist, atheist, agnostic, monotheism,
polytheism, omnipotent, omniscient, omnibenevolent,
immanent, transcendent, personal, love, creator,
trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Jesus

Worship, prayer, hymns, Church, Holy Communion, sacrament,
Roman Catholic, Protestant, mission, evangelism, festivals,
Christmas, Easter

Links to
prior
knowledge

Students have studied Christianity each year in KS3 Students have studied Christianity each year in KS3



- Lawyer/solicitor/barrister

SMSC
- Every lesson contains SMSC

Mental/physical development
High levels of mental development in every
unit.
Literacy
Opportunities to develop literacy in every
lesson and homework task
Students develop the ability to write:
Descriptions/Explanations/Comparisons
/Evaluations/critical evaluation/forming
philosophical/ethical questions
Numeracy - Statistic/percentages

How
knowledge
is assessed

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Class discussions and paired discussions where

verbal feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework

End of unit test

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal

feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework

End of unit test
How gaps
will be
addressed

- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed

Cultural
capital
lessons

All GCSE RS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital All GCSE RS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital

Year  10
GCSE
Philosophy
and ethics
(RS)

Spring 1 Spring  2 Signpost/notes

Knowledge
to be taught

Unit 3: Hindu beliefs
- What is Hinduism?
- What is Brahman?
- What is the Trimurti?
- Which are the most important Hindu deities?
- What are Avatars?

Unit 4: Hindu practices

- Why do Hindus worship?
- Where do Hindus worship?
- What are Murtis?
- How is Brahman represented during worship?

Why do we teach this unit here?
In order to apply the philosophical/ethical
issues to Hinduism, students must have an
in-depth understanding of the religion.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term
memory



- What do Hindus believe about the universe?
- What is the Atman?
- How can Hindus reduce suffering?

- Why is Diwali important?
- Why is Holi important?
- What is pilgrimage?
- How does Yoga contribute to worship?
- How do Hindus treat the environment?
- How do Hindus help others?

- ‘Think about’ question at the start of
every lesson, linking back to the
previous lesson

- Verbal questioning and feedback
sessions

- Written task every lesson
- Revision homework
Careers

- Social worker

- Teacher

- Social activist

- Reporter

- Lawyer/solicitor/barrister

SMSC
- Every lesson contains SMSC

Mental/physical development
High levels of mental development in every
unit.
Literacy
Opportunities to develop literacy in every
lesson and homework task
Students develop the ability to write:
Descriptions/Explanations/Comparisons
/Evaluations/Critical evaluation/forming
philosophical/ethical arguments
Numeracy - Statistic/percentages

Key Words Hinduism, Hindu, India, Brahman, Aum, nirguna,
saguna, trimurti, tridevi, Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva, Avatar,
Krishna, universe, Atman, moksha, reincarnation,
Karma

Worship, prayer, shrine, arti, Mandir, puja, murti, Diwali, Holi,
Rama, Sita, pilgrimage, Varanasi, Kumbh Mela, Yoga

Links to
prior
knowledge

Students have studied Hinduism in years 8/9 Students have studied Hinduism in years 8/9

How
knowledge
is assessed

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Class discussions and paired discussions where

verbal feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework

End of unit test

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal

feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework

End of unit test
How gaps
will be
addressed

- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed

Cultural
capital
lessons

All GCSE RS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital All GCSE RS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital



Year  10
GCSE
Philosophy
and ethics
(RS)

Summer 1/Summer  2 Signpost/notes

Knowledge
to be taught

Unit 5: Religion and life
- Where did the universe come from?
- Where did humans come from?
- How should the environment be treated?
- How should animals be treated?
- When is a life no longer of value?

Why do we teach this unit here?
Students have studied both religions by this
point in depth, so it is the right time to
begin applying the religious teachings to
themes.
Strategies to embed concepts in long term
memory
- ‘Think about’ question at the start of

every lesson, linking back to the
previous lesson

- Verbal questioning and feedback
sessions

- Written task every lesson
- Revision homework
Careers

- Social worker

- Teacher

- Social activist

- Reporter

- Lawyer/solicitor/barrister

SMSC
- Every lesson contains SMSC

Mental/physical development
High levels of mental development in every
unit.

Key Words Universe, creation, evolution, Big Bang theory, environment, animals, abortion, euthanasia

Links to
prior
knowledge

Students have studied similar themes in year 7 and 9

How
knowledge
is assessed

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Class discussions and paired discussions where

verbal feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework

End of unit test

Throughout lessons:
- Tasks and plenary tasks within the lesson
- Exam prep questions
- Class discussions and paired discussions where verbal

feedback follows
- Teacher checks students’ work in lesson
- Homework

End of unit test
How gaps
will be
addressed

- Support sheets are available for each lesson
- Verbal feedback and support given by teachers throughout lessons
- Paired work allows students to work together to develop their understanding
- Medal and mission used to highlight and address misconceptions
- Teach checks students’ work throughout lesson and addresses misconceptions if needed



Literacy
Opportunities to develop literacy in every
lesson and homework task
Students develop the ability to write:
Descriptions/Explanations/Comparisons
/Evaluations/Critical evaluation/forming
philosophical/ethical arguments
Numeracy - Statistic/percentages

Cultural
capital
lessons

All GCSE RS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital All GCSE RS lessons contain SMSC/cultural capital


