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Dear Parents/Carers,
Since I wrote to you in the last newsletter just before 
October Half Term, lots has been happening at Highfield.  
As well as our usual focus on teaching and learning, 
extra-curricular opportunities and pastoral support, there 
have been some real highlights of student achievement, 
some of which you can read about in the next few pages.

Alongside the general election on 12th December, 
we took the opportunity to hold a mock election with 
students across all year groups, supported by the School 
Council and Year 12 A-Level Government and Politics 
students. Students considered the election pledges 
of the four parties with candidates standing in the 
Hertfordshire North East constituency and then voted.  
Labour won, with the Green Party in second place, the 
Liberal Democrats third and the Conservatives in fourth 
place, so quite different from the national result.  

It has been fantastic to see how much Highfield students 
care about supporting others who are perhaps less 
fortunate than themselves. Children in Need Day raised 
£1096 from non-school uniform and staff karaoke; we 
hope to raise a similar amount for Save the Children this 
week through our ‘wear something festive’ non-uniform 
day. Recently, Year 7 Form Reps have led on the Shoe 
Box Appeal with their year group.  

Staffing Update
At the end of this term, we say goodbye to Ms Jiminez-
Bryder, who has been working as a Teaching Assistant in 
our Learning Development team. We also say goodbye 
to Mrs Tsamados, Leader of Pastoral Care and Mrs 
Trudgill, Pastoral Care Coordinator.  Mrs Tsamados and 
Mrs Trudgill have worked tirelessly at Highfield to support 
our students pastorally over the years.  We thank them 
for their work and wish them all the best in their new 
ventures.  

We look forward to welcoming Miss Gail Franklin in the 
new year, who will be taking on the role of Pastoral Care 
Coordinator.  Mrs Hehir will also move from her current 
role in school to join the Pastoral Team from January, in 
the role of Pastoral Care Coordinator; with Mrs Thomas 
starting in her new role as Leader of Pastoral Care.   

Parent and Carer Feedback
Our first parent/carer forum on 25th November was 
a great success. Thank you to those of you who 

came along to share your thoughts about the school’s 
strengths and areas for improvement. Our next forum is 
on Monday 9th March 2020 from 6pm to 7pm. Please 
get in touch at Head@highfield.herts.sch.uk if you would 
like to attend. Thank you also to those Year 10 and 
Year 13 parents and carers who have completed our 
online questionnaire at or following the recent parents’/
carers’ evenings for those two year groups. If you have a 
parents’/carers’ evening coming up for your child, please 
look out for the laptops where you can complete this 
questionnaire, or use the link provided on the evening 
to complete the questionnaire on your own device.  We 
really value your feedback.  

Wishing you all a lovely Christmas break and a Happy 
New Year.

Miss C Macrae 
Headteacher

School Christmas Card Competition 
Congratulations to all Year 8 and 9 students that 
participated in the Christmas card competition in Art Club 
this term. The artistic skill and creativity displayed was a 
pleasure to see and a very enjoyable extra curricular club 
to run. Special congratulations goes to our competition 
winner Kayleigh Rogers in Year 9 who produced the 
winning card. 

All participants have rightfully received 30 House Points 
for taking part and the winner has received 50 House 
Points. Congratulations and Merry Christmas to all.

Mrs L Hoskins 
Teacher of Art



Students Of The Fortnight
The students of the fortnight who have been rewarded for their positive attitude or engagement in or outside of school are:

W/C 24th October 
Winners

W/C 11th November 
Winners

W/C 25th November 
Winners

W/C 9th December 
Winners

Year 7 • Oscar Turner Vincent
• Nora Buffey
• Grace Mobely
• Safia Clawson
• Jack Mackrell
• Caolan Barrett
• Sophie Hills

• No students of the 
fortnight this week 

• Ruby Gibson
• Lottie Merryweather
• Alexander Lee
• Sania Mughal
• Harley Evans
• Mary Huckett
• Cade Moore-Peplow

• Charlie Bray
• Naomi Ighavbota
• Elise Whitaker
• Summer Byrne
• Lillie Hibbard
• James Morgan
• Sophie Bentley
• Sapphire Phillips

Year 8 • Bella Jaszewska
• Zoe Kantaris 
• Carla Brookes 
• Aaron Kambo
• Nina Archell-green
• Samson Read
• Lara Shea 

• Lauren Jones
• Joe Bell
• Alex Hurst
• Jay O’Rourke
• Madison Williams 
• Joe Wigmore 
• Alex Cairncross 

• Bella Jaszewska 
• Ruby Henderson
• Chloe Wheatcroft 
• Pippa Cascarina 
• Eleanor Ball
• Lucy Fox
• Clementine Cope

• William Buddle
• Rowan Grenyer
• Katie Williams 
• Nicholas Battarbee 
• Madison Williams 
• Skye Thomas 
• Anna Nichols 

Year 9 • Abbey Bryant
• Nichola Samuel-Perry
• Ethan Mahoney
• Maia Krotoszyner
• Benjamin Walden

• Maddie Hurst
• Teona Steele
• Luka Oakley
• Kate Jenkins
• Daniel Duncan
• Sehj Liddar

• Will Honeysett
• Kayleigh Rogers
• Emily Gudgeon
• Harrison Thompson
• Eniola Badaru

• Thomas Beardsall
• Alisha Dhadra
• Beatrice Bedreag
• Cady Aldridge
• Lola-Anne Gray
• Charlotte Andrews

Year 10 • James Newland 
• Janay Stamp 
• Ramzan Hussain
• Ethan Kelly 
• Kayleigh Welch 
• Jessie-Jane Duffield 
• Jamie Dickens  
• Brandon Owen 

• Carrie Bonnick 
• Lola Blackler 
• Daniel Slater 
• Kayleigh Best
• Jessica Notley
• Finnley Gould
• Erin Bains 
• Toby Woodisse

• Natasha Dennhardt
• Daisy Winchester 
• Connor McMullan 
• Hope Monahan
• Bobby Briggs-Davies
• Natasha Ingram 
• Irum Nazir

• Tayla Hansen
• Tim Bailey
• Beth Watling
• Summer Jonas
• Daniel Lewis
• Sam Carbonnier
• Amreeta Johal
• Courtney Robinson

Year 11 • Nathan Kirkman
• Omar Hojeer
• Nicole Stokes
• Charles De-Vyott
• Megan Peck
• Tyler McAneny
• Shakira Ingram
• Sophie Mollison
• Dion Whitelock

• Callum Tripney 
• Kate Iredale 
• Shakira Ingram
• Joshua Garrett
• Sara Yavuz
• Ellie Steeley 

• James Martin
• Anmol Kaur Dua
• Tyler Bell
• Grace Cox
• Mia Gilbert 
• Kathryn Clampitt 

• No students of the 
fortnight due to Mock 
Exams

Well done to everyone who has received Student Of The Fortnight so far, this is a fantastic achievement. 

Mrs J Garthwaite 
Deputy Headteacher/Head of KS3 and KS4
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can email any questions directly to the relevant teachers 
using the email addresses held on the school’s website 
under ‘Contact us’. 

The support programme for your child will include:

• Year 9 Options Information Evening on Thursday 
9th January 2020 for Parents/Carers and students. 
Students should wear uniform.

• A Careers Fair on Tuesday 14th January 2020 during 
Periods 1 and 2, allowing students to meet with 
employers and further education providers to explore 
career pathways.

• A Connexions advisor is available on Tuesdays at 
break time and lunch time during January and February 
to support students with the decision making process.

• An interview with a member of the Leadership Team or 
Mr Rance to discuss their choices.

Mrs C Norwood  
Assistant Headteacher

 
U15 Eurockey Cup in Spain
In November Luca (Year 9) and the Letchworth Rink 
Hockey U15 team went to Spain to participate in a 
prestigious 4 day tournament playing against some of the 
best teams in Europe.

Since attending the tournament Luca has been inspired 
by the skill, determination and passion of all the teams 
involved and it was a great opportunity to gain invaluable 
experience playing against clubs that play professionally 
in their respective countries.

The team finished a creditable 12th out of 16th, 3 
positions above the English National Champions. They 
also played an outstanding, exciting match against the 
Spanish Champions who were un-beaten finalists in the 
competition, which finished 3-4.

Well done to Luca and the whole team who are great 
ambassadors for the Letchworth Rink Hockey club and 
English Rink Hockey.

Last Day of Term / Start of Spring Term
Just a reminder that students will be dismissed at 
approximately 12.30pm on Friday 20th December and 
will return on Tuesday 7th January 2020.

Pastoral Notices
Breakfast 
We are pleased to announce that The Highfield School 
will be offering a selection of breakfast items free of 
charge from Tuesday 7th January. 

Research shows that students who have eaten a healthy 
breakfast are more able to concentrate on their learning. 
To encourage this start to the day there will a selection of 
breakfast items available with no charge. All students are 
welcome to attend and fuel up ready for the school day. 
This will be available every day from 7.45am in the dining 
hall on a first come first served basis.

Parents Evening Talks 
During the upcoming Spring term Parents’/Carers’ 
Evening for Year 11 and 9, an Education Child Protection 
Officer will be delivering sessions around ‘How to 
Stay Safe Online’, ‘Gangs & Knife Crime (Criminal 
Exploitation)’ Mental Health – Emotional Well-being 
and Resilience; the aim of which is to support you in 
protecting your child. 

During the course of the evening there will be three 
different sessions repeated every hour, each session 
lasts 15 minutes. There is no need to book a place for 
the sessions, please ask your child to arrange their 
appointment times with teachers around the relevant 
session(s) you would like to attend. All sessions will be 
held in the Drama Studio. You will also receive a letter 
with details of times and sessions nearer to the parents’/
carers’ evening.

Mrs J Clift 
Deputy Headteacher

 
Year 9 Options Information Evening
The Year 9 Options Information Evening is on Thursday 
9th January 2020 at 6:00p.m. for parents/carers and 
students in Armstrong and Babbage Houses and 6:30pm 
for parents/carers and students in Curie and Einstein 
Houses

Choosing GCSE options is an important and exciting 
time. We take this process very seriously to help 
ensure that the correct choices are made. Due to space 
constraints in our school hall, the presentation will be 
given in two sessions as outlined above.

The presentation will fully explain the Options process 
and you will be given an Information Booklet and Options 
Form to take home with you. Core subject teachers 
will also give a presentation. Subject teachers will be 
available during the evening to give you the opportunity 
to discuss any questions you may have. Alternatively you 
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can help you glean a deeper understanding of what 
they’re struggling with.

Tell me three things about your day 
Unlike the classic “how was your day?” this question 
shows you have a real interest in the answer, and will 
prompt a more detailed, considered response that could 
potentially spark an important conversation. 

What was the hardest part of your day, and why? 
This might prove tricky to answer, but it can be a really 
useful question to ask if you feel that your child is in 
some kind of distress. By helping them pinpoint the most 
difficult part of their day, you might be able to unlock a 
broader discussion about how they’re feeling, and why.

What are you thankful for today, and why? 
It may seem counterintuitive – especially if you’re in 
a hard place – but gratitude exercises can play an 
important role in improving mental wellbeing. Helping 
your child to pinpoint things they are thankful for every 
day, even if it’s just one or two small things, can help 
them lift their mood and gain some perspective.

Is there anything that you need from me? Space, time 
to talk, time to do something fun? … 
Even if you manage to get them to open up, as a parent 
or carer, it can sometimes be hard to know how to best 
support a child or teenager who is having a hard time. 
If you find yourself in that situation, one of the best 
things you can do is ask them outright. This clear, open 
conversation starter even gives them some possible 
options for how to respond.

And one last thing … 

These suggestions are all here to help you break the 
ice, possibly start a debate or score a laugh, but most 
importantly, connect on a deeper level. So get out there 
and get talking!

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/britain-get-
talking/2019/oct/22/from-would-you-rather-to-desert-
island-books-10-conversation-starters-for-children-and-
teenagers?CMP=GLabs&utm_medium=sfbk&utm_
source=pdscl&utm_campaign=Glabs#Echob
ox=1572258374

Mrs K Hutton 
Subject Leader for English/Wellbeing

10 Converstation Starters For Children 
And Teenagers
From ‘would you rather?’ to ‘desert island books’: 10 
conversation starters for children and teenagers (from the 
ITV campaign Get Britain Talking)

Whether you’re hoping to raise a laugh or build a deeper 
connection, these 10 open-ended questions can help get 
the conversation started – because it’s good to talk.

Just for fun
You don’t have to kick things off on a serious note. In 
fact, some of our most valuable interactions come from 
having a laugh – lightening the mood can really help 
some people to open up and discuss how they’re feeling 
in greater depth. Why not try one of these openers?

If you were stuck on a desert island … 
… and could have only one book, one album, and one 
meal forevermore, what would you choose and why? It’s 
the perfect gateway question to discovering a person’s 
favourite things, and then, of course, debating why they 
might be terrible or actually rather marvellous.

If you won £10m, how would you spend it? 
What’s it going to be then? A fleet of sports cars? A 
private chef for life? Multiple trips to space on board a 
Virgin Galactic? All of the above? This one is great for 
stretching your imagination (in line with an imaginary 
bank balance).

Would you rather? … 
This one is an endless source of amusement for every 
age. Kids particularly love grim options, such as “Would 
you rather be covered in fur or covered in scales?” Or 
“Would you rather be pelted with fish guts or horse poo?” 
These types of questions are a great way of winning over 
even the shyest of children.

If you could go back in a time machine, where would 
you go and what would you do? 
You might want to change the course of political history, 
head into the distant past to see how the pyramids 
were really built, or check out a T-Rex in the flesh. The 
possibilities are fascinating and endless.

Which super power would you have and why? 
Of course the answer is the power of flight. Or is it 
invisibility? Or teleportation? Or the ability to read minds 
– which would be terribly helpful to cat owners. Or would 
it be to have arms that can turn into giant crab pincers?

 
Help others to open up
Of course, there are times to have fun and times to try to 
reach out to those around you in a more considered way. 
It may be that your child has been unusually withdrawn, 
or that you’re aware that something isn’t right but haven’t 
been able to find the right words to open up a discussion 
with them. Here are a few options to try.

How would you describe yourself in five words? 
This question can be a great way in for understanding 
how a person is feeling about themselves, and if they’re 
in a good place or having a hard time. Positive responses 
usually mean a positive outlook, while negative answers 



Grease Highlights!



We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who volunteered their time, support and words of 
encouragement. From ticket selling to cakes sales, car parking to prop making, this show would not have been possible 
without the support of staff and students at The Highfield School. Of course, a special mention must go to the wonderful 
cast, crew and musicians who worked tirelessly to create this this amazing show!

This show is testament to the importance of the arts in school. Students have developed skills in responsibility, time 
management, communication, public speaking and, most importantly, community – they have done us proud!

On behalf of us all, it has been a pleasure! 

The Expressive Arts Faculty 
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process by selecting all the schools you have children at. 
Please note, if you child leaves or moves onto a different 
school, it is up to you to remove the school from your list 
as you will continue to receive notifcations after your child 
leaves the school if you do not.

Primary School Sports Festival
Well done to our Year 11 and 12 sports leaders for 
running the Primary School Sports Festival, you were 
great ambassadors for the school. 

The Year 3 and 4 students from the Primary School’s had 
a great time!

Year 7 Hockey Tournament
The Year 7 hockey team played really well last week in 
very windy and wet conditions! The team were missing 
a few players due to illness and so other players had to 
step in at the last minute. We won two games, drew two 
and lost one and came joint third overall! 

The team included: Honor Bentley, Ella Major, Millie 
Oates, Alice Turner Vincent, Kiara Bath, Ixie Akpan, 
Mary Huckett and Lillie Hibbard. Safia Clawston was 
unfortunately ill but has been a key player all term. 

Year 10 Enterprise Day And Work 
Experience
On 22nd January 2020 Young Enterprise will be coming 
in to school to deliver an Employability Skills workshop to 
Year 10 students.

Young Enterprise is a non-profit educational charity, 
whose aim is to help young people recognise and 
develop key life and business skills to prepare them for 
the world of work. 

The Employability Masterclass will include a series of 
workshops to include CV writing and interview skills as 
well as more hands on recruitment activities used by 
employers.

Local business volunteers will mentor the students 
throughout the day, sharing their experience as a 
recruiter and job hunter.

The Masterclass will help students to set goals to help 
them achieve their career aspirations. 

The event will also help them to gain invaluable skills 
ready for their work experience placements in February. 

Work Experience
For those students who have selected a placement 
using the Link2+ database, you will shortly be receiving 
paperwork which needs to be signed and returned to 
the school. We ask that all paperwork is returned to the 
school promptly to ensure everything is in place before 
work experience commences. 

We hope the students find both the Enterprise Day 
and Work Experience invaluable and it opens up many 
avenues for their career paths. 

Mr T Clark 
Head of Year 10/Subject Leader for Business Studies

Schools Closure Notification System
We recommend that you sign up for the Schools Closure 
Notification System as we approach the Winter months 
where weather can be more changable. Messages from 
the school with regards to a school closure will be sent 
to you via email and SMS. To sign up please visit:https://
member.everbridge.net/index/892807736725489#/login

This link will take you to the ‘sign-in’ page where you can 
click the ‘sign up’ button located at the top right hand 
side of the page on the grey strip, and simply follow the 
instructions. It should take no more than 5 minutes to 
register and you can also edit your information at any 
time, should you change your mobile number or email 
address.

Each contact within this system can have 2 devices 
added for each communication type, i.e. SMS or email, 
enabling you to add not only your own mobile number 
and email address, but also the mobile number and email 
of a partner or grandparent etc. Alternatively partners can 
register under their own login details.

If you have children at more than one school, you can 
register for the other school(s) too in a single registration 
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2019/2020 Term Dates
Spring Term 2020
• 6th January 2020 - INSET Day – No Students Please
• 7th January 2020 - Term Starts For All Year Groups
• 17th February 2020 - 21st  February 2020 – Half Term 

Week
• 3rd April 2020 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close 

Summer Term 2020
• 20th April 2020 - INSET Day – No Students Please
• 21st April 2020 – Term Starts For All Year Groups
• 8th May 2020 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 25th May 2020 – 29th May 2020 – Half Term Week
• 9th July 2020 - Year 6 Transition Day
• 17th July 2020 – Last Day Of Term - Early Close
 
Please take note of the revised date for the May Bank 
Holiday. This is now on Friday 8th May 2020 

Autumn Term 2020
• 1st September 2020 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 2nd September 2020 - Year 7 and 10 students only. 

Year 12 students in for Periods 1 and 2
• 3rd September 2020 - Term starts for the rest of the 

school
• 26th October 2020 – 30th October 2020 – Half Term 

Week
• 4th December 2020 - Occasional Day
• 18th December 2020 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close

Spring Term 2021
• 4th January – 5th January 2021 - INSET Days – No 

Students Please
• 6th January 2021 - Term Starts For All Year Groups
• 15th February 2021 – 19th February 2021 – Half Term 

Week
• 25th March 2021 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close

Summer Term 2021
• 12th April 2021 – Term Starts For All Year Groups
• 3rd May 2021 – Early May Bank Holiday
• 31st May 2021 – 4th June 2021 – Half Term Week
• 8th July 2021 - Year 6 Transition Day
• 21st July 2021 – Last Day Of Term - Early Close

A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website: http://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/Calendar

Christmas Book Ideas
If you’re thinking of giving books this Christmas, here are 
a few that the North Herts School Librarians have been 
talking about recently:

Aimed at Years 7 and 8
Lily and the Rockets by Rebecca Stevens 
An engaging story about a girl who wants to play football, 
set during the First World War. 

High Rise Mystery by Sharna Jackson 
Exciting who-done-it set against vibrant and 
contemporary urban background.

Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
Ghost is a talented sprinter who is also running from 
his past. A book about sport, facing your fears and 
overcoming challenges. 

The Girl Who Speaks Bear by Sophie Andersen 
A blend of myth, fairytale and folklore and a girl on a 
quest, set in a wintery landscape.

Now or Never: A Dunkirk Story by Bali Rai 
Extremely moving story of Private Fazal Khan, based 
on the true story and betrayal of Indian soldiers in the 
Second World War. 

 
Aimed at Years 9 and above
A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson 
Entertaining page-turner, schoolgirl Pip turns teenage 
sleuth to uncover the truth about a murder that took place 
five years before.

Heartstopper by Alice Oseman 
Graphic novel about love, friendship and everyday life of 
two boys in love. 

That Asian Kid by Savita Kalhan 
A great read for older teens that also contains some hard 
hitting truths about racism.

The Wren Hunt/The Wicker Light by Mary Watson 
Dark and dreamy novels set in the fictional village of 
Kilshamble against an eerie background of magic and 
folklore. Perfect for fans of Frances Hardinge.

Heartsteam by Tom Pollock 
Thought provoking psychological thriller set in the near 
future looking at the impact of fame, social media and 
reality TV.

Ms C Turner 
Library Manager



  

 
 
 
“I took my boys there on Saturday.  
Great facilities.  My boys loved it!  So 
nice to have something like this on this 
side of Herts.” 
 

 

 

“The staff are super friendly and take 
the time to chat with you.  This is 
something that is definitely needed.” 
 

 

 

“We took our daughter today to see 
what was good for her needs.  She 
loved the sensory room.  She is eight 
months old and is partially sighted.  
We were amazed at how many rooms 
are available for all needs of children, 
from learning to gaming, arts and 
crafts, music and toys.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Jackie’s Drop-in Centre 
Broadway Gardens 

Letchworth Garden City 
Herts  SG6 3PA 

 
Website: 

Email:  

 

 

 

A group for children with  
Special Education Needs and Disabilities  

and their families 

 

We are open 

Every Saturday 

From 11 am to 3 pm 

 

 




