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Dear parents and carers

School has been wonderfully busy over the last two 
weeks. Year 11 are taking their mock examinations 
and so far have responded well to the rigour of the 
examination process. It is important that they remain 
focussed and organised. We would ask that you 
support your child  with this by making sure they are 
fully equipped and that they are revising at home in 
preparation for their exams. The expectation is that they 
would be spending at least two hours an evening on their 
revision at this point. As well as the materials they have 
from lessons, they also have access to GCSE pod. This 
is something we have been clear about with them at 
school when helping them prepare.

Last week, we were lucky enough to be able to watch 
the school production of ‘Back to the Eighties’. The show 
was amazing! The high quality performances and the 
clear levels of enjoyment that the students demonstrated 
were a pleasure to see. We were overwhelmed by 
the level of support selling nearly 500 tickets over 
three nights; it was particularly wonderful to see how 
many fellow students turned up to support their peers 
and had a thoroughly good time in doing so - another 
demonstration of our wonderful school community spirit. 
My thanks also goes to our wonderful students and 
our creative arts departments for giving the students 
this opportunity and to all staff that were involved in 
supporting the play.

Media and film students have also been lucky enough 
to visit the Harry Potter Studios this week and had a 
wonderful time. In doing so they were able to build on 
their film production knowledge as well as enjoying the 
delights of such a literary classic. I am sure we will hear 
more about this in our next edition of the newsletter. 

Finally, you will read later more about our anti-
bullying conference in which we trained a number 
of ambassadors. The final session of the day was 
around student well-being and they have decided on 
a programme to bring back wellbeing Wednesdays 
during this academic year. Whilst it cannot take the 
format that it did during the last lockdown, it was a key 
feature of positive feedback in parent, student and staff 
questionnaires in last academic year. It will be great to 
develop those ideas and see the return of an excellent 
addition to our wider curriculum at The Highfield School.

I wish you all a restful weekend.

Warm regards,

Mrs Miles 
Headteacher

 
At The Highfield School, we take our responsibility to 
safeguard the children and young people in our care very 
seriously. Alongside our experienced Pastoral Team, we 
have a team of five Designated Safeguarding People 
who support students and work with parents and external 
agencies where there are safeguarding concerns. We 
also have an email address, pastoralteam@highfield.
herts.sch.uk which allows parents and carers to contact 
us if they have a concern. Within school, all staff have 
received safeguarding training which allows them to 
identify and follow up on safeguarding concerns that 
they have noticed with a student, or where a student 
has asked them for help or someone to talk to about a 
safeguarding concern.   

We also have a range of lessons within our curriculum 
which supports our children and young people in learning 
about how to keep themselves safe, alongside learning 
about healthy relationships and behaviours.  

With all this in mind, we would like you to remind your 
child(ren) that staff are always available for them. In the 
first instance, a student may wish to speak to their Form 
Tutor, Head of Year, a member of the Pastoral Team, 
or a member of the safeguarding team (Mrs Clift, Miss 
Cosgrove, Miss Waseem, Mr Pike or Mrs Thomas).  
Alternatively, they may wish to email us on time2talk@
highfield.herts.sch.uk.  If students do not feel comfortable 
contacting or speaking to someone in school, or have 
a concern during the school holidays when school staff 
may not be available, there are various organisations 
available for them to speak to, for example Child line on 
0800 1111.  

All classrooms in the school have displays which remind 
students of these key messages, which you can see at 
the back of this newsletter. 

If you have any questions or any concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  

Miss C Macrae 
Deputy Headteacher

  Safeguarding Our Students
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This year, the Student Leadership Team are working with 
the Heritage Foundation on a new Community Award 
programme within our school. The Highfield School was 
chosen out of a number of schools to take part in this 
great opportunity. The aim is to recognise the efforts of 
individuals around the school who do a lot to contribute 
to the school or the wider community, particularly for non-
academic achievements that might usually fly under the 
radar. 

Students have already had an assembly and watched a 
video on what the Community Award scheme is. 

Nominations are now open. Please speak to your child 
about the awards and how to enter. 

The Student Leadership Team

From Monday, any student without a mask will be 
charged 50p for a replacement. This is due to the high 
volume of masks the school is having to supply on a 
daily basis to students; as you can imagine this comes at 
a significant cost to the school and to the environment. 
Unless exempt, all students need to have their masks 
covering their mouths and noses when they leave the 
classroom and when walking around the buildings. 

We have reminded all our students of our basic 
expectations this week. Below is a summary of the key 
areas:

Punctuality 
Students must be on site by 8.20am and in Tutor rooms 
by 8.25am. Students arriving late without reason will 
be given an A1. Students that receive 3 or more A1s in 
a week will have a 90 minute after school detention on 
Friday.

Uniform 
Students are expected to have their shirts tucked in, wear 
straight leg or boot cut trousers, or skirts just above the 
knee. All coats should be taken off when indoors and no 
trainers should be worn unless in PE lessons. Hoodies 
are not permitted

Jewellery and make up 
The school expectation is that students can wear one 
gold or silver stud in each ear (lower lobe) and one ring. 
No other jewellery should be on show. No false nails or 
eyelashes are permitted. 

Hair 
Hair should not be shorter than a number 2 and should 
be of a natural colour. 

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher

Three Year 12 students have been lucky enough to be 
selected to take part in the Lessons from Auschwitz 
project run by the Holocaust Education Trust (HET). 

The HET is a British charity that has been supporting all 
educational establishments to teach about the Holocaust 
and subsequent genocide. The HET runs many 
programmes to support teachers and students. 

In ‘normal’ (non-COVID) times, two students would have 
had the opportunity to travel to Poland and visit the 
concentration camps know as Auschwitz and Birkenau. 
The Trust has compensated for this by ensuring that 
students taking part, will have a virtual memorial tour of 
the camps as well as having the huge privilege of hearing 
a live survivor testimony. The latter activity is invaluable 
and something to be treasured as the surviving 
population of camp survivors are rapidly decreasing with 
age. 

The first session took place 
on Tuesday 22nd November 
and I will use the next 
newsletter to update you 
with news from the students 
and how they plan to use 
what they have learnt with 
the younger year groups. 

Mrs C Pawlaczek  
Head of RS and PSHE 

 
We continue to be delighted with student engagement 
with GCSEPod. Year 11 are using the website as part 
of their preparation for their upcoming mock exams this 
term. 

Congratulations to our top GCSE Podders from Years 10 
and 11!  

Miss R Cosgrove  
Assistant Headteacher 

  Holocaust Educational Trust

  GCSEPod Udpate

  Community Awards

  Key Reminders And Notices
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Congratulations to all the students who have been 
nominated by their Tutors.

Year Name
7 Harriette Plant

7 George Plant

7 Kseniya Pikarevska

7 Ashby Lillie

8 Sophie Harvey

8 Amika Dhadra

8 Jessica Hardy

9 Finley Bowes

9 Ewan Frearson

9 Caolan Barrett

9 Amelia O’Fee

9 Eve Barker

10 Jonathon Williamson

10 Molli Kenlin

10 Phoebe Webb

10 Chloe Wheatcroft

10 Jessica Quince

10 Jack Haigh

10 Danveer Gill

11 Tiffani McLaughlan

11 Holly Sillwood

11 Will Honeysett

11 Maia Krotoszyner

11 Benjamin Walden

11 Harrison Thompson

Sixth Form Oliver Checkley

Sixth Form Neve Murdoch

Sixth Form Spencer Driver

Sixth Form Ethan Kelly

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher 

The IT department will run iPad drop-in sessions every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 1.20pm onwards 
in P201.

The following students took part and are now trained 
to be school Anti-bullying Ambassadors. During their 
conference last Friday the students created a new 
anti-bullying charter for the school, designed a bully 
free-form programme for our new Year 7 intake and 
created a wellbeing calendar for students to participate 
in key events throughout the year; including the return of 
Wellbeing Wednesdays. 

The students involved were a credit to the school with 
their mature and thoughtful discussions around a key 
topic for the school. All students involved have received 
Head of Year Commendations for their involvement.

Year 7 Isabelle Rawlinson 
Ashby Lillie 
Layton Roblett 
Phoebe Roberts 
Emily Scott 
Isla Thomas

Year 8 Mia Salway  
Evie Mae Johnston 
Michael Gollan 
Ilaria Spina 
Harry Wright  
Ella Jacquet 
Jessica Hardy

Year 9 Alicia Small 
William Thompson-Hoare 
Cameron Murphy 
Mia Cato 
Deanna Donnelly 
Sapphire Phillips 
Lance Couzens

Year 10 Libby Welbourn 
Chloe Wheatcroft 
Riley Hobbs  
Natassja Hemple 
Leo Glasgow 
Katie Dyer 
Jonathon Williamson

Year 11 Harrison Jaworski 
Tiffani McLaughlan 
Jack Draper 
River Moon

Sixth Form Ethan Kelly  
Kathryn Clampitt 
Ruby Cascarina 
Ellie-Jade Glasgow

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher

  Anti-bullying Conference

  iPad Drop In Sessions

  Tutee Of The Fortnight
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history based on the true story of the Dick, Kerr Ladies 
Football Club.

The Secrets Set Sail by Sita Brahmachari. The latest 
book by an author who tackles some hard subjects but 
always with warmth and sensitivity. This is a mystery and 
an adventure story with ghosts and plenty of secrets set 
in London.

A Nest of Vipers by Catherine Johnson. A historical 
adventure narrated by Cato Hopkins, boy criminal, about 
a group of fraudsters embarking on their final most 
audacious scam. What could go possibly wrong?”

Ms C Turner 
Library Manager

We have created a Parent/Carer Careers Pack to provide 
you with some useful resources, seminar information and 
links to careers information that you can share with your 
child. 

Click on the image below to view the Careers Pack. 

Should your child develop any of the following symptoms:

• A new persistent cough
• A temperature
• Change in taste or smell 

or test positive on a Lateral Flow Test, they must 
immediately self-isolate and get a PCR test. If the test 
is positive they will need to self-isolate for 10 days from 
the onset of symptoms/the day of the positive LFT. If the 
PCR is negative, they may return to school.

Please continue to do a Lateral Flow Test on Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings, reporting any positive results to 
covidresults@highfield.herts.sch.uk

You may also have heard that school will be testing 
students once upon their return in January. Details of this 
will be circulated at the end of term. 

Many thanks for your support

Hegarty November Superstars
These students have completed the most amount of 
tasks in November for their year groups, well done!  

Student Year group Tasks

Harrison Jaworski 11 74

Jonathon Williamson 10 17

Landon Brown 9 17

Sophie Harvey 8 20

Melike Guzel 7 15

Maths Advent
In the spirit of Christmas we would like to invite students 
to begin the Maths Advent! 

If your child would like to take part please ask them to 
complete all the days and bring their completed advent to 
Miss Ranford on Thursday 6th Jan in U107. A copy of the 
Maths Advent is at the back of the Highfield News. 

Maths Department 

 
 
Inspired by COP26 and Non-fiction November, some of 
the library helpers have worked on a fantastic display 
to showcase some of the library resources on climate 
change. They used scrap paper, cardboard and old 
magazines to create an interactive display where 
students can add their ideas on a recycled paper leaf.  
 
Well done Libby who really took charge of this project.

There are some great new titles in the library:

The Humiliations of Welton Blake by Alex Wheatle. 
Welton has asked out the girl of his dreams, but then 
everything starts to go wrong. A funny story about family, 
friends, school and basketball.

Kicking Off by Eve Ainsworth. The story of fifteen year 
old Hettie who works in a munitions factory and finds 
her life changed when she joins a football team about 
to make sporting history. A thrilling mix of football and 

  Covid Testing

  Maths News

  Parent/Carer Careers Newsletter

  In The Library

https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/_site/data/files/careers/B38976D5511D81DC7EB2AE462A5B41D1.pdf
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Autumn Term 2021
• 17th December 2021 - Last Day of Term - Early Finish 

at 12.10 

Spring Term 2022
• 5th January 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 14th February 2022 - Half Term Week
• 25th February 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 1st April 2022 - Last Day of Term
 
Summer Term 2022
• 19th April 2022 - Term starts for all year groups
• 2nd May 2022 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 30th May 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st July 2022 - Last Day of Term

2022/23 Term Dates
Autumn Term 2022
• 1st September 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 2nd September 2022 - Term starts for Years 7 and 12 

only
• 5th September 2022 - All year groups return to school
• 24th October 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st December 2022 - Last Day of Term  

Spring Term 2023
• 5th January 2023 - Occasional Day - School Closed
• 6th January 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 9th January 2023 - Term starts for all year groups 
• 13th February 2023 - Half Term Week
• 24th February 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 31st March 2023 - Last Day of Term  

Summer Term 2023
• 17th April 2023 - Term starts for all year groups
• 1st May 2023 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 29th May 2023 - Half Term Week
• 19th July 2023 - Last Day of Term 
A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

During week commencing 6th December 2021, 
our students will be completing the annual Young 
People’s Health and Wellbeing survey in School.  This 
is anonymous and runs throughout Hertfordshire for 
secondary school aged young people to complete on 
important topics such as mental health and wellbeing, 
physical activity, bullying, safety, and relationships.  
Please see the letter at the back of the Highfield News 
from Public Health for further information.

Mrs C Thomas 
Leader of Pastoral Care

A reminder that this year the school 
will be offering Christmas Dinner on:

Wednesday 15th December –  
for Years 7, 9 & 11 
Thursdays 16th December –  
for Years 8, 10, 12 & 13

The options are traditional Christmas dinner of Turkey, or 
Quorn fillet, and all the trimmings, along with a selection 
of seasonal desserts.

Meals must be pre-ordered by the 9th December at 
the latest.
Christmas Dinner costs £3. The preferred method of 
payment is via WisePay, however tickets can also be 
purchased from the Finance Office. Students entitled to a 
Free School Meal can order a Christmas Dinner ticket via 
Wisepay.

Please Note: the usual lunch time service will not be 
taking place on the days listed above, anyone entitled 
to Free School Meals who does not wish to have the 
Christmas Dinner may use their allocation at morning 
break.

• 6th December 2021 - Year 7 Bowling Trip
• 6th-9th December 2021 - Year 13 ADT Mock Exams
• 10th December 2021 - COVID Vaccinations
• 6th-15th December 2021 - Year 11 Mock Exams
• 15th December 2021 - Year 7, 9 and 11 Christmas 

Lunch
• 16th December 2021 - Year 8, 10 and Sixth Form 

Christmas Lunch
• 16th December 2021 - Year 10 and 11 Cinema 

Rewards Trip
• 17th December 2021 - Year 7 and 8 Panto Rewards 

Trip
• 17th December 2021 - End of Term - Early Finish

  Term Dates

  Upcoming Calendar Dates

  Young People’s Health And Wellbeing 
  Survey 2021

  Christmas Dinner





Are you staying safe online? 
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Stay Safe Online

You can also report to:

Being safe on phones, ipads, computers and the internet, 
both in and out of school, is really important.

To help keep yourself safe:
•

 

Follow the expectations in your online safety Acceptable Use Agreement,  

•

 

Think critically about what you �nd online; not everything is true, accurate or genuine.

•

 

Never reveal your own or others’ personal information, including: 

Or email time2talk@high�eld.herts.sch.uk  

name, phone number, address, interests, schools or clubs

• Some people on the internet are not who they say they are. Always get permission   

•

which you have signed and agreed to

from parents/carers before arranging to meet someone you only know through the internet.

Make sure that all your electronic communications, computer and iPad use is  
responsible and sensible.  This includes being respectful to others online. 

Never upload personal photos, images, videos or sounds without permission •
Choose a strong password and keep it a secret from everyone except a parent/carer 

Never try to bypass the school online safety and �ltering systems.  

Social media networks, apps and games have minimum age limits to protect you!  

to send pictures or information, tell an adult you trust like:

a parent or carer
a member of the pastoral team
a teacher or member of sta�
a designated safeguarding person (DSP) in our school

They are there to protect you

Do not sign up unless you are old enough to do so!

•

•

•

If you come across anything online that worries you, or if you feel pressured 

•
•

•
•

Are you worried about something 
that is happening to you or to 
someone you know?  

    © Crown copyright 2020       WG40725       

Speak out. Stay safe.

Your DSPs are:

You should always feel comfortable and safe at home, in 
the area where you live and in school.

If you feel uncomfortable with anything you have been 
asked to say or do, or if you are being hurt or have 
been hurt in any way, you can get help and support. 
You should also tell someone if you are worried about a 
friend or someone in your family.  

Tell an adult you trust like: 

• a parent or carer

• a teacher or member of sta�

• 

a designated safeguarding person (DSP) in our school.

Every school has someone called a DSP who is specially 
trained to provide you with support, advice and help

You can also call Childline on 0800 1111  

Or email time2talk@high�eld.herts.sch.uk

• a member of the pastoral team
•

Mrs Thomas Mr Pike Miss Cosgrove Miss Waseem Mrs Clift

 

 

 

 

www.accessmaths.co.uk 

Christmas Revision Calendar 
December 

@accessmaths 

And Relax for Christmas Day!! 

1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 

        

546 x 37 

        

1080 ÷ 8 

 

       Write half of: 

79 

       Find: 

75% of 40 

 

       Work out: 

40% of £75 

        

Convert 6m 78cm into 
metres. 

       

6.25 x ___ = 6250 

        

1 - 4
11 = ____ 

 

       Using + and ÷ 
arrange the number 3, 7 
and 24 to make 15. 

       Write in figures, 
three hundred and seventy 
nine thousand, four 
hundred and eighty seven. 

       

9044 - 7016 

       A local football team 
have 34 shirts labelled 1-
34. How many digit 1’s 
are used altogether? 

   Write all the 
prime numbers less 

than 20 

    Find and list all 
the factors of 36, in 

ascending order. 

     Three quarters of 
a number is 27. What 

is the number? 

Find the missing 
numbers in the sequence: 

35,29,23,__,__,5 

       Two consecutive 
pages in a book multiply 
to make 506. What are 
the two pages? 

 

  

23.6 x 7 

    235 children are 
travelling in minibuses. 

Each bus carries 16 
students. How many 

minibuses are needed? 

    The temperature in a 
freezer is -18oC. It rises 
by 11oC. What is the new 

temperature? 

       The length of each 
side of a regular 
pentagon is 4cm. What 
is the perimeter? 

       There are 25 cd’s 
in a box. A shop 

orders 16 boxes. How 
many cd’s are there? 

       Amy and Rufus go to 
the cinema; they spend £33 
on tickets and £20.40 on 
food. How much do they 
each pay? 

 

 

What is 35  of 60? 

County of opportunity 

Public Health 
Children & Young People 

 

  
  

Farnham House  
 Six Hills Way  

Stevenage, Herts, SG1 2FQ 
 www.hertfordshire.gov.uk 
  
 Email: YPHWS@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
 Ref:  

Date: 
YPHWS001 
13.10.2021 

   
   

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
We are writing to inform you that between November 22nd 2021, and December 17th 2021, the annual 
anonymous Young People’s Health and Wellbeing online survey will be running throughout Hertfordshire.  
This is for secondary school aged young people to complete.  

The aim of this survey is to provide all secondary schools with useful data on their pupil population 
(anonymously), including whether there are any differences between responses this year compared with 
the year before.  It will also provide commissioners and a range of agencies with useful data on the 
Hertfordshire young person population to enable the right services and support to be put in place within 
the County. This is particularly important in the context of Covid-19 to ensure we are fully aware of the 
challenges young people are facing. 

The survey has been developed in partnership by Public Health, HCC Services for Young People and the 
HCT Public Health Nursing Service and contains questions on several health-related issues including: 

- Mental health and wellbeing 
- Drugs and alcohol 
- Healthy eating and physical activity 
- Sexual health 
- Safety 
- Bullying 

 
We have worked with health professionals and with young people themselves to ensure the questions 
within the survey are age appropriate.  Young people participating do not have to answer any of the 
questions and the survey makes it clear to them that they can skip a question if they don’t want to answer 
it for any reason.  

Once the survey has closed, Hertfordshire County Council’s Health Intelligence team will analyse the 
results and provide a detailed anonymous feedback report to schools along with comparison data with 
Hertfordshire as a whole.  If any data could potentially lead to a young person being identified, this data 
would be removed from the report.    

If you have any questions about the survey, please contact us on yphws@hertfordshire.gov.uk  

 

Yours sincerely, 

                                                                                                     

Jen Beer   Jonathan Jack         Andrea Harrington 
Health Improvement Lead   Youth Work Service Development Manager      Operational Manager  
Children and Young People HCC Services for Young People       Public Health Nursing 5-19 
Public Health            (School Nursing) 


