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Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome to the latest edition of The Highfield News.

GDPR Data Consent Forms

Thank you to those who have returned your GDPR Data 
Sharing Consent Forms.  If you haven’t done so, please 
could I urge you to do so.  

Without specific authorisation we will need to start 
preventing students from using the systems which will 
severely hamper their education as well as making the 
day to day running of the school extremely problematic.

Ian Morris  
Headteacher

Feedback And Marking At The Highfield 
School
The Highfield School has adopted the principles 
outlined by the Department for Education Marking 
Policy Review Group report (2016). We have also drawn 
upon the research conducted by Oxford University 
and the Education Endowment Foundation “A Marked 
Improvement” (2016). 

Effective feedback is an essential part of the education 
process. At its heart, it is an interaction between teacher 
and student: a way of acknowledging students’ work, 
checking the outcomes and making decisions about what 
teachers and students need to do next, with the primary 
aim of driving student progress. All our students should 
be able to answer two questions about their learning:

• What am I doing well in this subject?
• What do I need to do to improve my work in this 

subject?
The 3 principles of effective feedback are that it should 
be:

• Meaningful: Marking varies by age group, subject, 
and what works best for the student and teacher in 
relation to any particular piece of work. Teachers are 
encouraged to adjust their approach as necessary and 
trusted to incorporate the outcomes into subsequent 
planning and teaching.

• Manageable: Marking practice is proportionate and 
considers the frequency and complexity of written 
feedback, as well as the cost and time-effectiveness of 
marking in relation to the overall workload of teachers

• Motivating: Marking should help to motivate students 
to progress. This does not mean always writing 

in-depth comments or being universally positive: 
sometimes short, challenging comments or oral 
feedback are more effective. If the teacher is doing 
more work than their students, this can become a 
disincentive for students to accept challenges and take 
responsibility for improving their work.

We draw a distinction between feedback and 
marking. Over time, written marking has become 
disproportionately valued compared to other forms of 
feedback to students. We encourage all our teachers 
to have a balanced approach and use a range of 
approaches to secure further student progress via the 
right form of feedback.

The quantity of feedback should not be confused with the 
quality. The quality of the feedback, however given, will 
be seen in how a student is able to tackle subsequent 
work. Other forms of feedback can be as valuable as 
written marking, for example self-assessment, peer 
feedback, whole-class feedback and comparative 
judgment. It will be the professional judgment of the 
teacher on which form of feedback will be most likely to 
secure student progress. 

We have been working with The Heads of Department/
Faculty in each subject to create a more manageable, 
meaningful and motivating way to feedback to students 
and each Head of Department/Faculty is responsible for 
setting their faculty marking policy and ensuring that it is 
consistently applied across teachers and class groups.

Mrs J Clift 
Assistant Headteacher

Year 7 Disco
The Year 7 disco was brilliant, 110 students attended and 
ex Highfield School student Matt George came back to 
DJ for us. Fun was had by all!! (staff included!)

 
Mrs J Garthwaite  
Assistant Headteacher/Head of KS3 and KS4
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Borneo Summer 2018!
Please find below a letter from Camps International 
thanking the students and staff for their hard work over 
the summer holidays: 

Dear The Highfield School, 
 
We just wanted to say thank you for your support and to 
tell you about the impact your school has made in Borneo 
this summer.

Now that all of our summer teams have arrived home, 
we would like to take this opportunity to give you some 
feedback on what Natasha Little, Andrea Edwards, 
Michaela Smith, Zoe Carter and the students achieved in 
Borneo.

What a blast! Through the sheer sweat (and sometimes) 
tears, your students have made a huge and lasting 
positive impact on the lives of many rural communities.

Your teachers and students have been involved in 
shovelling and mixing concrete by hand, carrying and 
stacking piles of bricks in order to build toilet blocks and 
changing rooms for the local school and sports team or 
building a new home for an elderly lady who had nothing.

Not only have they worked hard at improving the lives of 
villagers, they have been digging and planting indigenous 
saplings, in order to redress the huge illegal logging and 
deforestation issues that are rampant in Borneo. We 
are delighted with your team’s effort, we estimate they 
planted around 500 trees - contributing to the 1,000’s 
of trees planted this summer by the 15 school teams in 
Borneo.

Interacting with the local children was a massive highlight 
for The Highfield School students. Whether it be playing 
volleyball or football, sitting quietly, plaiting hair, singing 
songs or holding very animated ‘hand’ conversations, 
very special time was spent with the local youngsters. 
This time allowed students to learn about the value of 
our own language and how it can improve the lives and 
future employment opportunities for others.  

Being pushed to your limits and forced out of your 
comfort zone is not something we usually enjoy, but your 
students did both of these!  They slept on mattresses on 
bare boards, washed in cold water, shared their living 
spaces with mosquito’s, bugs, spiders and survived.  
They have eaten enough rice and chicken to last them a 
lifetime and still came back for more.   
 
Living in or close to the local communities has enabled 
your students to really appreciate how tough daily life 
can be, but at the same time, how resilient and strong 
the human spirit is in order to overcome the adversities 
that life throws at us.  We hope they have learnt many 
lessons from this and will carry them in their hearts, to 
pull out, dust down and use whenever they may need 
them in the future.

From the deepest core of everything Camps International 
stand for, we would sincerely like to thank you, your 
staff and your students for their incredible hard work, 

Student Of The Fortnight
The students of the fortnight who have 
been rewarded for their positive attitude or 
engagement in or outside of school are below:

W/C 1st October 
Winners

W/C 15th October 
Winners

Year 7

• Anna Nichols
• Charlie Hurst-Muggridge
• Chloe Wheatcroft
• Lola Parris
• Bella Jaszewska
• Gabriel Furr
• Kelis Williams-Hannigan

Year 7

• Leo Glasgow
• Kai Hartshorne
• Alfie Bates
• Maya Henderson
• Nicholas Battarbee
• Rowan Grenyer
• Archie Beresford

Year 8

• Adam Kelly
• Daniel Duncan
• Jack Fletcher
• Ethan Harwood
• Harrison Thompson
• Yasmine Benelbaida
• Kate Jenkins 

Year 8

• Jack Bettey
• Rajan Dhaliwal 
• Thomas Beardsall
• Charlotte Saunders
• William Honeysett
• River Moon

Year 9

• Connor McMullan 
• Ed Hindle
• Emma Beresford
• Lucie Owen-Stevens
• Daisy Winchester
• Scott Burgess
• Kayleigh Best 

Year 9

• Luke Kirkman
• Skai Pateman
• Emma Lloyd
• Oliver Jaggard
• Melisa Matoshi
• Bryony Gibbon
• Aydan Fiddy

Year 10

• Miles Brewis
• Spike Perry
• Tia Chambers
• Alissa-May Bullock
• Emily Webb
• Matthew Jackson
• Ben Casserly
• Felicity Cook-Allen

Year 10

• Elliot Winchester
• Kate Lindsay
• Natasha Baines
• Arron Maving
• Zach Marshall
• Denver Parris
• Anthea Gillson
• Sam Krzyzanek

Year 11

• Megan Biriah 
• Phoebe Debnam 
• Natalie Dennhardt 

• Dylan Rock 
• Holly Brothers 

• Cameron Wilson
• Daniel Eaton

The next sets of winners will be announced in the next 
edition of the Highfield News. Good luck!
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Music News
Would you like to take instrument 
or singing lessons? Collect a letter 
from reception and have a look at the 
information available on the school website: 
http://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/Music-Tuition

Dates for your diary: 

Saturday 8th December, 7.30pm at Howgills, 
Letchworth - The school Chamber Choir will perform 
Brahms’ Requiem with Letchworth Chorale

Thursday 20th December, 7pm - The Highfield School 
Christmas Concert in the school hall. Everyone is 
welcome! Tickets will be released nearer the concert.

 
Lost Property
The lost property cupboard is 
overflowing with uniform, coats and 
equipment. 

We would urge any student who has 
lost anything to visit lost property in 
reception as soon as possible to collect any missing 
items belonging to them. 

Any PE lost property will be with the PE department.

Please remember to label all uniform as this makes 
reuniting lost property with its owner much easier!

Attendance
Please be aware that if your child’s attendance is below 
95% at any point during the academic year, any further 
absences without medical evidence will be unauthorised 
until their attendance is back over 95%.  At this point 
in the academic year, if your child has had more than 2 
days absence since the start of the Autumn term then 
their attendance is likely to already be below 95%.

Keeping your child’s absence authorised

In order to keep any absences authorised please provide 
us, where possible, with ‘medical evidence’.  This can be 
in the form of:

• an appointment card or confirmation text from a Doctor/
Nurse or Dentist/Orthodontist;

• a copy of a hospital appointment letter;
• the tear off portion of a prescription, a screen shot of 

prescribed medication or even the medication box with 
the chemist label on it.

 
We do NOT require a formal letter from the Doctor unless 
your child has a serious ongoing health issue which will 
regularly affect their attendance

We understand that some absence due to illness may 
be unavoidable.  However it is important the school are 
aware of any on-going health problems so we can put the 
correct support in place for your child.

Mrs C Thomas 
Attendance Manager

dedication, joyous spirits and a whole bunch of great 
laughs and mind-blowing memories.

We look forward to continuing our partnership and can’t 
wait to do it all over again soon!

Kayleigh Clover 
School Support 
Camps International Group

 
Changes In The Maths Department
As you may be aware Miss Ranford will be leaving us 
at the end of term to go on maternity leave. We are 
delighted to announce that Miss Carroll will take over as 
Acting Head of Maths in her absence.

A letter has been sent home to any students who will 
have teacher changes after the half term. 

 
Sixth Form Leaver Update
Immi, who left The Highfield School Sixth Form in 
2017 has just been awarded the Dean’s Excellence 
Scholarship by the Faculty of Biological Sciences at 
the University Of Leeds.  This is awarded to the highest 
achieving applicants who achieve A*AA at A level (A2) or 
equivalent.  She has just come back from a gap year to 
start studying for her degree in Ecology & Conservation 
Biology. 

Congratulations, we wish you every success with your 
degree!
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2018/2019 Term Dates
Autumn Term 2018

• 29th October 2018 - 2nd November 2018 – Half Term 
Week

• 6th November 2018 - Post 16 Options 
Evening At The Highfield School

• 7th November 2018 - Post 16 Options 
Evening At Fearnhill

• 29th November 2018 - Year 7 Parents’ 
Evening

• 4th December 2018 - Year 13 Joint Parent Consultation 
At The Highfield School

• 21st December 2018 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close

Spring Term 2019

• 7th January 2019 - INSET Day
• 8th January 2019 - Term Starts For All Year Groups
• 10th January 2019 -Year 9 Options Evening
• 24th January 2019 - Year 11 Parents’ Evening
• 31st January 2019 - Year 12 Parents’ Evening At 

Fearnhill
• 7th February 2019 - Year 9 Parents’ Evening
• 18th February 2019 - 22nd February 2019 – Half Term 

Week
• 4th April 2019 - Year 10 Parents’ Evening
• 5th April 2019 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close

Summer Term 2019

• 23rd April 2019 - INSET Day
• 24th April 2019 - Term Starts For All Year Groups
• 27th May 2019 - 31st May 2019 – Half Term Week
• 4th July 2019 - Year 8 Parents’ Evening
• 19th July 2019 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close 

Results Days

• 15th August 2019 - A Level Results Day
• 22nd August 2019 - GCSE Results Day

Autumn Term 2019

• 2nd September 2019 - INSET Day – No students 
Please

• 3rd September 2019 - New Term Starts - More Details 
To Follow

• 28th October 2019 - 1st November 2019 – Half Term 
Week

• 6th December 2019 - Occasional Day
• 20th December 2019 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close

A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website: http://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/Calendar

E Safety
Please find at the back of this newsletter 
a parent/carer guide about Tik Tok from 
National Online Safety. 

TikTok is a global video community where 
users create, share and discover ‘funny and memorable 
moments’ via short video clips – typically about 15 
seconds long. 

The guide for parents and carers covers what you need 
to know about the platform to help safeguard your 
child  from potential online risks including; dangerous 
trends and challenges, oversharing, online payments, 
inappropriate content and more.  

Miss C Macrae 
Deputy Headteacher

 
Schools Closure Notification System
We recommend that you sign up for the Schools Closure 
Notification System as we approach the Autumn/Winter 
months where weather can be more changable.

Messages from the school with regards to a school 
closure will be sent to you via email and SMS. To sign up 
please visit:

https://member.everbridge.net/index/892807736725489#/
login

This link will take you to the ‘sign-in’ page where you can 
click the ‘sign up’ button located at the top right hand 
side of the page on the grey strip, and simply follow the 
instructions. It should take no more than 5 minutes to 
register and you can also edit your information at any 
time, should you change your mobile number or email 
address.

Each contact within this system can have 2 devices 
added for each communication type, i.e. SMS or email, 
enabling you to add not only your own mobile number 
and email address, but also the mobile number and email 
of a partner or grandparent etc. Alternatively partners can 
register under their own login details. 

If you have children at more than one school, you can 
register for the other school(s) too in a single registration 
process by selecting all the schools you have children at.

Please note, if you child leaves or moves onto a different 
school, it is up to you to remove the school from your list 
as you will continue to receive notifcations after your child 
leaves the school if you do not.
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HCC Childcare Feedback
HCC would like your feedback on the childcare options 
available to you and your family. If you’re the parent/carer 
of a child between the ages of 0-14 then they would like 
to invite you to complete the following survey:

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/JHFVI/ 
 
The deadline for survey completion is Friday 30th 
November 2018. The responses will be incorporated into 
the councils annual childcare sufficiency report.

Easyfundraising
Thank you to all those who have created an account 
and are using easyfundraising when making online 
purchases. 

We are well on our way to £100 in cashback donations 
already which will go towards buying additional resources 
for the school.

You can shop with over 3,300 well-known retailers via the 
easyfundraising website and a percentage of what you 
spend is passed to The Highfield School at no additional 
cost to you.

To get started, simply visit https://www.easyfundraising.
org.uk and search for The Highfield School.



What parents need to know about

TikTok

   

 

 

 

 

SOURCES: :mediapost.com/publications/article/319720/social-media-stars-in�uence-kids-but-parents-sti.html, commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-musically#, 
metro.co.uk/2017/03/17/musical-ly-everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-app-your-children-areobsessed-with-6516068/, youtube.com/watch?v=aNO6s4FCdUs, 

youtube.com/watch?v=YVGZ1ZQ4JqM, static.muscdn.com/website/pdf/creatorPlaybook.pdf, youtube.com/watch?v=8TaiQQCNtaM, support.musical.ly/knowledge-base/community-guidelines

TikTok is a global video community where users create, 
share and discover ‘funny and memorable moments’ via 

short video clips – typically about 15 seconds long. Videos 
can be ‘spiced up’ with special effect filters, stickers, music 
and sound clips. Currently one of the world’s most popular 

apps, TikTok was formerly known as Musical.ly, before it 
was rebranded by the Chinese company that acquired it in 

November 2017. If your child had previously had a 
Musical.ly account, all of their videos and personal 

settings will have automatically been moved to TikTok. 

© National Online Safety Ltd
’s support information to see if 

your security and privacy concerns are addressed.

CONCERNING CONTENT
Some of the outfits and dance moves in videos can be overtly 
sexual and provocative. There have also been reports of some 

users sharing concerning content, such as videos that promote 
anorexia, porn, self-harm and violence. 

DANGEROUS TRENDS & 
CHALLENGES

On TikTok, there are always ‘trending challenges’ and 
hashtags that users can copy or build upon, and sometimes, 

these challenges can pose risks to young people. 

STRANGERS CAN FOLLOW
YOUR CHILDREN

If your child’s profile is open, strangers can use the app to 
comment on your child’s videos. While this isn’t always 

sinister, it gives potential predators the ability to contact 
your child through the platform.

BEING INFLUENCED
More than one third of children aged 6-17 consider ‘social 
media stars’ to be among their top role models. There are 
millions of creators on TikTok, showcasing their ‘talents, 

moments and knowledge’, from singing to dancing to stunts 
and comedy skits, which receive thousands of likes and 

comments from around the world, quickly turning people into 
‘stars’. There is the danger that children may develop 

unrealistic expectations of how they should look and behave 
on the app in order to become the next ‘star’. They may have 

feelings of inadequacy and low self-esteem or become swayed 
by certain opinions.

INAPPROPRIATE SONG LYRICS 
TikTok lets users lip-sync to their favourite songs and produce 

their own music videos. Some of the music choices contain 
swear words or sexual themes. So not only can children be 
exposed to potentially inappropriate content but they can 

broadcast themselves miming or singing these lyrics.

INAPP PURCHASES
Of course, as with many apps, there’s a paid element to 
TikTok. Users can buy virtual coins to be exchanged for 

virtual gifts – for example, if they like a specific video, your 
child can use coins to purchase emojis to show approval. 

These can be expensive and easily purchased – there is the 
option to buy 10,000 coins for £97.99 with a one-click buy 

button.

ANYONE CAN SEE YOUR
CHILD’S CREATIONS

TikTok encourages users to ‘share their passion and creative 
expression through their videos’ and while something may 

seem fun at the time, videos can get in the wrong hands and 
cause embarrassment in the future. If posted publicly, 

anyone in the world can see your child’s homemade music 
video and potentially cause bullying within personal 

friendship groups or even online. 

AG
E RESTRICTION

 

13+

TALK ABOUT THE PITFALLS OF 
OVERSHARING

Encourage your kids to always think before they do, say, like 
or post anything online, explaining that their ‘digital 

footprint’ can shape their online reputation and the way 
that other people see them. Something they may find funny 

and entertaining now may impact them in the future. Talk 
about how to deal with peer pressure and how doing 

something they think will impress others could affect them. 

HANDLING CRITICISM
While it’s fantastic to see your child being creative and 

expressive and bonding with people with similar interests, 
they need to be aware that not everyone will be supportive 
online. Comments can be negative or even cruel. Make sure 

they know how to comment respectfully and handle 
negative feedback. In the app’s Privacy and Safety settings, 
your child can decide who can react to their videos, who can 

comment, and who can send them private chat messages. 
We suggest using these settings so only their friends can 

interact with their posts.

SIGNING UP WITH THE
CORRECT AGE

When signing up to TikTok, you are prompted to input your 
birth date. If your child inputs their age as ‘under 13’, the app 
will not allow them to sign up and will be locked for 24 hours. 

The app is intended for users aged 13+, so explain that the 
rating is there for a reason; to keep them protected from 

online dangers. It is actually possible to watch TikTok videos 
without even creating an account, so it’s important to check if 
your underage child has downloaded the app to their devices.

USE THE ‘DIGITAL 
WELLBEING’ SETTING 

If you’re concerned about the amount of time your child is 
spending on TikTok, in the app’s setting, you can switch

on a feature called Digital Wellbeing. This includes ‘Screen 
Management’ to limit the amount of time your child spends

on the app. 

SET THE ACCOUNT TO PRIVATE
This means that only people who you and your child approve 
of can see their creations. To make an account private, tap the 

three dots at the top right of the screen to access settings. 
Click ‘Privacy and Safety’. Scroll down until you find ‘Private 

Account’ and turn this setting on.

 REPORT INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT
If you or your child see something on TikTok that appears to be 
inappropriate, they can report content in different ways within 

the app. They can report an account, video, comment or chat 
conversation by simply tapping ‘Report’. In the app’s ‘Digital 

Wellbeing’ feature, there is also an ‘Enhanced Restricted Mode’, 
which limits the appearance of videos that may not be 

appropriate for all audiences.

AVOID IDENTIFIABLE OBJECTS
To ensure that there’s no way of anyone tracking your child’s 

location or identity, make it clear to them that they should 
never film a video in their school uniform or near a landmark 

that gives away where they live.

DISCUSS INAPP PURCHASES
To lower the risk of your child making accidental in-app 

purchases, teach them exactly what in-app purchases are and 
the risks of making them without permission. Tell them that 

they are not essential to enjoy the app and that if they want to 
make a purchase, they should always ask you beforehand. In 

the app’s ‘Digital Wellbeing’ feature, there is the option to 
disable the function of purchasing coins and sending gifts.

Top Tips Parentsfor

www.nationalonlinesafety.com


