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Dear Parents and Carers

As I write this, I can’t quite believe that the Autumn term 
is already at a close. It has certainly been an exciting and 
interesting term for all and I remain incredibly proud of 
all our Highfield community: students, staff and of course 
you as parents who have come together to support our 
new way of working and ensured that we have been able 
to provide our students with a full curriculum, in a safe 
way.

We are on an ever-changing journey and you will have 
likely seen the press release from the government 
regarding the new lateral flow testing offers for students 
and staff at schools from January. Whilst any mass 
testing is welcome in trying to combat this virus, we 
are waiting for further guidance on how this will work 
in schools. As soon as this guidance is released I will 
communicate this with you as parents.

As I have said, we have had a really successful term and 
we have seen some exciting highlights. They include:

• Raising over £200 for the Royal British Legion with our 
staff and students proudly appearing on The Comet in 
their various uniforms

• Year 11 and Year 13 mocks
• Student council meetings
• Our Sixth Form quiz
• The Hamper fundraiser - with an article by student 

Leader Charlie later in this newsletter
• Awarding our students of the fortnight
• Many celebration hot chocolates to honour students’ 

various achievements

In addition, more recently it has been wonderful to 
celebrate Christmas at Highfield with our Highfield 
Christmas cards;  Christmas lunch held five times to 
keep our students in their bubbles and our beautiful 
House Christmas trees decorated by the students. 

Natalie Rotherham, our Chair of Governors was able 
to judge the Best Dressed Tree competition but I will 
leave you in suspense a little longer before revealing the 
winner!

All in all, it has been a lovely term and I certainly feel that 
our new Year 7, Year 12’s and any other new students, 
along with myself, have been welcomed into The 
Highfield School community.

On that note,  I would like to wish you all a restful and 
enjoyable Christmas break and all the best for the new 
year to come and I look forward to seeing all the students 
back in January.

Merry Christmas and please do stay safe,

Mrs Miles 
Headteacher 
 

Please be reminded that the school will close early on 
Thursday 17th December. Students will be dismissed 
at the following times: 

Sixth Form and Year 11: 11:50 
Years 9 and 10: 12:00 
Years 7 and 8: 12:10

We have two Inset days on the 4th and 5th January. 
Students will return on Wednesday 6th January.

 Last Day Of Term/Start Of Spring Term



Students Of The Fortnight
The students of the fortnight who have been rewarded for their positive attitude or engagement in or outside of school are:

W/C 19th October W/C 9th November W/C 23rd November W/C 7th December
Year 7 • Zara Lane

• Henry Gillan-Barton
• Heidi Moore
• Jessica Nicholls

• Jacy Devries
• Sophie Harvey
• Alicja Kepka
• Ryan Garnett
• Oliver Tomlin

• Katie Fletcher
• Taffara Manganzo
• Elsie Body
• Jamie West
• Amrit Phgura 
• Jessica Nicholls
• Leo Mitchell

• Chloe Fox
• Rafael Moreira
• Agata Zinchenko

Year 8 • Lily Evers
• Sophie Bentley
• Sara Meersman
• Emma Gangadeen

• Lucy Delaney
• Eve Barker
• Liam Marsh
• Finley Bowes

• Ewan Frearson
• Cherise Atwal
• Leo Roberts
• Kiara Bath

• Sienna Herd
• Olivia Harris
• Maddison Pugh
• Luke Hall

Year 9 • Matthew Herron
• Daniel Guy
• Molly Dear
• Shaan Mahi
• Dominika Krych-

Pietowski
• Archie Beresford
• Skye Thomas

• Madison Atha
• Daniel Skrzypinski
• Jayden Eldridge
• Jack Watson
• Molli Kenlin
• Jaiman Pal

• Corey Morton
• Cameron Carr
• Melissa Constantinides
• Janelle Hewton
• Angel Moon

• Jason Peric
• Tharusha Yapa
• Michael Huntley
• Joe Wigmore
• Poppy Fletcher

Year 10 • Dylan Chahal
• Ewelina Litwiniak
• Thomas Beardsall
• Alisha Dhadra
• Adam Kelly

• Kayleigh Rogers
• Rumman Johal
• Shannon Billinge
• Emily Cairncross
• River Moon

• Lola-Anne Gray
• Joshua Cotugno
• Esme Iloba
• Kate Jenkins
• Harrison Thompson

• Jack Bettey
• Macey Manning
• Daisy Checkley

Year 11 • Charli Kelland
• Isabella Harald
• Alfie Baker
• Bradley Davies
• Jamie Dickens
• Natasha Ingram

• Jesse Barnes
• Harlene Liddar
• Amar Bachra
• Samuel Phillips
• Lilah Doyle
• Ruby-Mae Baker

• Eli Franklin
• Michelle Erskine
• Emma Beresford
• Kayleigh Best
• George Moranda
• India Chapman

• Mariella Thapar
• Natasha Dennhardt
• Terry Denyer
• Jaya Phgura
• Brandon Owen

Well done to everyone who has received Student Of The Fortnight so far this half term, this is a fantastic achievement. 
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Congratulations to all Year 9 students that participated in 
the Christmas card competition this term. The artistic skill 
and creativity displayed was a pleasure to see and a real 
lift for the end of 2020. 

Well done to our competition runner up Gabriel Furr. 
Your jolly Santa brought a smile to our faces. Special 
congratulations to our competition winner Phoebe Webb 
whose landscape image with Rudolph centre stage made 
for a magical scenic card. 

All participants have rightfully received 20 House Points 
for taking part and the winners have received 50 House 
Points. 

Congratulations and Merry Christmas to all.

Miss L Hoskins 
Teacher of Art

 
We are delighted to announce that The Highfield School 
has taken on the Christmas Hamper Appeal following the 
closure of Garden City Montessori who previously ran the 
initiative.  

We didn’t want to see years of hard work by Garden 
City Montessori disappear, so collectively myself and 
the rest of the Student Leadership Team, Mrs Miles and 
Ms Cummings (former Headteacher of Garden City 
Montessori) have worked hard together to ensure the 
smooth hand over of the project. 

This year Barnardos have identified 13 families that The 
Highfield School can help with a Christmas hamper. 
Over the past 4 weeks Tutor groups have been collecting 
donations of non-perishable goods and the result has 
been overwhelming. We have also spent time contacting 
local businesses who have been able to provide support 
with fresh items for the hampers, as well as gifts for the 
families. We would like to thank Norton Way Group, 
JML Window Repairs, F&P Meats, Energise, NuYu 
Beauty and Foodshed/Stevenage Vineyard Church 
who have been incredibly generous with their donations. 

We now have hundreds of items ready to go into our 
hampers which will be made up on 21st December. The 
Christmas hampers will be delivered by the Student 
Leadership Team and members of staff on 22nd 
December. 

Myself and the Student Leadership Team would like to 
thank you all for your support and for helping us to make 
a difference this Christmas. 

 

Charlie Stearn 
Student Leader 

 
 
 
We are delighted to announce that the school has raised 
£207 towards the 2020 Poppy Appeal. We are looking 
forward to working more closely with the charity and 
supporting them with their 2021 campaign. 

 Hamper Collection  Christmas Card Competition

 Poppy Appeal
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The music department would like to say a huge thank 
you to students who have recorded a wonderful 
performance of Winter Wonderland. 

The current pandemic has meant that the schools 
annual Christmas concert could not go ahead but the 
department could not let the festive season go by without 
spreading some seasonal cheer. 

We think you will agree with us that students have done 
a wonderful job and we hope this brings a huge smile to 
your faces. 

You can watch The Highfield School’s performance of 
Winter Wonderland on the school website: 

https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1

Mrs S Meacham 
Subject Leader of Music

As there was no opportunity to compete in the District 
Cross Country at Fairlands Valley, the schools in North 
Herts decided to run a Virtual Cross Country event. We 
decided to use the results and run our own inter house 
competition. We followed the guidance from the district 
competition and set up a 500m circuit. Depending on age 
groups of the students it would depend on the number 
of laps they would do. All Key Stage 3 classes competed 
the competition and the results are as follows:

Year 7 Boys
Shay Hammond 7.22 Curie

Edward Thomson-Hoare 7.22 Curie

Ethan Dodd  7.39 Armstrong

William Taylor  7.40 Armstrong

Arunesh Patel  7.41 Armstrong

Year 7 Girls
Esme Searle  7.26 Einstein

Jessica Hardy  7.52 Einstein

Lizzy Stevenson  7.53 Curie 

Emily Delaney  8.02 Curie

Katie Millhouse  9.02 Babbage

To bring some festivities to the school, we have been 
running a Christmas tree competition between the 
Houses. 

Four trees have been decorated by Year 7 and 8 
students in House colours; Armstrong in blue, Babbage 
in yellow, Curie in red and Einstein in green. Decorations 
have been made during Tutor Time and the trees have 
been displayed on the stage for all to enjoy.

After some rigorous judging we are delighted to 
announce that Armstrong was voted the best dressed 
tree! 

 PE News

 House Christmas Tree Competition  Winter Wonderland

 Bedrock Update
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Careers In The Music Industry  
If your child is interested in a career in the music industry, 
there are a series of webinars taking place in January 
which may be of interest. Your child can register their 
interest using the link in the poster below.

We recommend that you sign up for the Schools Closure 
Notification System as we approach the Winter months 
where weather can be more changable. Messages from 
the school with regards to a school closure will be sent to 
you via email and SMS. 

To sign up please visit: https://member.everbridge.net/
index/892807736725489#/login

This link will take you to the ‘sign-in’ page where you can 
click the ‘sign up’ button located at the top right hand 
side of the page on the grey strip, and simply follow the 
instructions. It should take no more than 5 minutes to 
register and you can also edit your information at any 
time, should you change your mobile number or email 
address.

Each contact within this system can have 2 devices 
added for each communication type, i.e. SMS or email, 
enabling you to add not only your own mobile number 
and email address, but also the mobile number and email 
of a partner or grandparent etc. Alternatively partners can 
register under their own login details.

If you have children at more than one school, you can 
register for the other school(s) too in a single registration 
process by selecting all the schools you have children at.

Please note, if you child leaves or moves onto a different 
school, it is up to you to remove the school from your list 
as you will continue to receive notifcations after your child 
leaves the school if you do not.

Year 8 Boys
Finbar O’Keefe  9.07 Babbage

Cade Moore-Peplow  9.29 Einstein

Taylor Gilbert  10.15 Armstrong

Alex Nyathi  10.30 Babbage

Sasha Daniels  10.40 Babbage

Year 8 Girls
Grace Hart  9.30 Armstrong 

Lucy Delaney  9.49 Babbage

Sara Meersman  10.38 Curie

Alice Turner Vincent 11.00 Curie

Elise Whitaker 11.13 Curie

Year 9 Boys
Nicholas Battarbee 8.05 Babbage

Rowan Grenyer 8.57 Armstrong

Jayesh Patel 9.05 Armstrong

Chase James 9.08 Babbage

Alex Cairncross 9.32 Einstein 

Year 9 Girls
Lisa Grose  11.05 Babbage 

Kimaya Munilall  11.55 Curie

Angel Moon  11..57 Armstrong

Angel Chambers  12.36 Armstrong

Poppy Fletcher 12.38 Armstrong

Mr Kemp 
Subject Leader of PE

Highfield School Alumni 

We have now created an Alumni page on the school 
website which includes a form which can be completed 
so we can keep in touch with past students and staff. 
Please visit: https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/alumni

We’d also like to thank two members of our Alumni; 
Daniel Hayden, Assistant Professor at Michigan State 
University and Daniel Stone, Managing Director of 
Greenacre Recruitment Ltd who recently provided virtual 
careers talks to our students. If you would like to be 
involved please email:  
gillianjemetta@highfield.herts.sch.uk

 School Closure Notification System

 Careers Guidance



 • ROBBERY is the act of STEALING from someone using 
VIOLENCE or by causing FEAR OF VIOLENCE.

• Committing ROBBERY can result in LIFE IMPRISONMENT.

• A CRIMINAL RECORD could STOP you getting a JOB, going to 
COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY and TRAVELLING to some countries

How to stay safe
• When out and about keep mobile phones in a closed bag or a zipped 

pocket so it is not visible to others.
• If you need to use your phone when out and about, try and find a 

well-lit public area.
• Stay alert and be aware of your surroundings.
• Do not become distracted by people asking for directions/the time.
• Know the phone’s make, model and IMEI number. 

Dial *#06# into your phone to obtain the IMEI number.
• Set a PIN on the handset and SIM card.
• Do not store any personal details such 

as bank accounts.
• Sign up to a free app such as Find my iPhone 

and register your phone to an accredited 
property database so the police can return 
it if it is found.

• Cap the phone’s usage. This will set a 
limit so the phone can only be used 
up until a certain amount of money 
has been spent.

REMEMBER carrying a knife 
for your own protection is ILLEGAL.

 
Spring Term 2021
• 4th January – 5th January 2021 - INSET Days – No 

Students Please
• 6th January 2021 - Term Starts For All Year Groups
• 15th February 2021 – 19th February 2021 – Half Term 

Week
• 26th March 2021 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close

Please make note of the change to the end of the Spring 
Term. Term will finish on Friday 26th March instead of 
Thursday 25th March as previously advertised. 

Summer Term 2021
• 12th April 2021 – Term Starts For All Year Groups
• 3rd May 2021 – Early May Bank Holiday
• 31st May 2021 – 4th June 2021 – Half Term Week
• 8th July 2021 - Year 6 Transition Day
• 21st July 2021 – Last Day Of Term - Early Close

A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

 Term Dates




