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Dear parents and carers 

The start to term has been busy as always.

Last night, we hosted our annual Year 9 Options 
Evening. This was a very well attended evening and the 
buzz around the exciting choices that will be made by our 
Year 9 students over the next few weeks was tangible.

Thank you to everyone who supported that evening. 
Equally positive was our Year 11 mock exam assembly 
today. There were many happy yelps and, of course at 
this stage, some grades that students were less happy 
with, but what was clear was the general motivation of 
the students to take every opportunity they can as we 
approach the exams. Well done to our Year 11’s and 
thank you to you as parents/carers for the support you 
offer at home too.

Our student leadership election process has started 
with some wonderful applications and I look forward 
to updating you shortly on the hustings and elections 
processes. Good luck to all the candidates!

We are living in challenging time and today you will 
have received an important letter in regard to our Digital 
Learning Programme. We have taken the decision to 
suspend the iPad contributions for this year and the 
academic year 2023/24 in recognition of the current 
economic climate. Please see that letter, a link is in this 
newsletter for further information. A response to this is 
required by 27th January.

Finally, you may be aware from media coverage that The 
NEU teaching union has declared strike action, which is 
planned to take place over four days on 1st February, 1st 
March and the 15th/16th March. The strike is happening 
because of a national dispute between the unions and 
the government over teachers’ pay and conditions, and 
not because of any issues at our school. In light of this 
news, I will be writing to you next week with further 
details and information. Should you have any questions 
or queries, please come contact me directly.

Mrs L Miles 
Headteacher

At The Highfield school we value the views of all of our 
community including our parents and carers. We would 
like to invite you to complete our Annual Parent Survey 
which gives you the chance to share with us your views 
and opinions about your child’s school and education. As 
a school we are always looking for ways to improve, and 
your feedback is a valuable part of this process. 

Please complete the short survey using the link below, 
alternatively, you can find the link on our school website. 
 
https://forms.gle/CGCT4bVe589QhDTeA

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher
 

 
We are delighted to be hosting the North Herts School 
Books Awards on Tuesday 14th March. Our guest 
speaker will be children’s author Elle McNicoll.  

Any students interested in taking part will need to see 
the library team as soon as possible, as they will need to 
read three of the books if they haven’t already!

 
Ms C Turner and Mrs V Shergill 
Library Manager and Library Assistant 

  Parent/Carer Survey

  North Herts School Book Awards 

https://www.facebook.com/thehighfieldschool
https://twitter.com/highfieldschool
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Last night we hosted the Year 9 Options Evening, The 
Year 9 Options Booklet is now available to view on the 
school website. Please visit:

https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/_site/data/
files/presentations%20and%20information/
B590160C6DCEDD11A9534A5C3C997DE0.pdf

Mr J Baker 
Assistant Headteacher

Please click here to view the letter which went home 
today regarding the suspension of payments for the 
Digital Learning Programme (iPads). The letter can be 
found under ‘whole school notices’

Please complete the form within the letter by 27th 
January 2023.

Mrs L Miles 
Headteacher

Please find some information from the Government 
regarding Child Trust Funds.

HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) have announced 
that tens of thousands of teenagers in the UK who have 
not yet claimed their matured Child Trust Funds savings 
could have thousands of pounds waiting for them.

Child Trust Funds are long-term savings accounts set up 
for every child born between 1 September 2002 and 2 
January 2011. To encourage future saving and start the 
account, the government provided an initial deposit of at 
least £250.

The savings accounts mature when the child turns 18 
years old. Eligible teenagers, who are aged 18 or over 
and have yet to access their Child Trust Fund account, 
could have savings waiting for them worth an average of 
£2,100.

Read the full press release here: https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/teenagers-could-be-missing-out-on-a-
stash-of-cash

If you think your child may have a Child Trust Fund visit 
the Government website for more information: https://
www.gov.uk/government/news/teenagers-could-be-
missing-out-on-a-stash-of-cash

Congratulations to the students who have been awarded 
Tutee of the Fortnight.

Year 7 Priya Mudahar 
Amy Mitchell 
Tommy Barnes 
Jacob Filman

Year 8 Alfie Kenlin 
Alexander Johal 
Macy Thompson 
Cassandra Small  
Kaylen Hudson 
Cally Conetta 
Melike Guzel

Year 9 Chyann Rudder 
Chloe Fox  
Jaidan McGowan 
Oliver Duncan

Year 10 Ruhi Phgura 
Beth Jenkins 
Caolan Barrett 
Alicia Small 
Ruby Gibson 
Elise Whitaker 
Ajay Sweetser 
Harriet Hickling

Year 11 Ruby Nelson 
Ophir Lancaster 
Poppy Fletcher 
Cameron Carr 
Einar Perry 
Jayden Eldridge

Sixth Form Suleiman Ahmed 
Erica Kinyua 
Hannah Thompson 
Matthew Buddle 
Ayesha Ahmed 
Sophia Cresswell

Congratulations everyone!

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher  

Ensuring your child’s attendance to school every day is 
the most important thing to support their progress. Daily 
access to learning and friends is what makes children 
thrive and grow up to be successful and fulfilled adults. 
We are working hard to support all our families to achieve 
excellent attendance for their children and therefore the 
best chances for their futures.  

Please do not call the main reception or email the admin 
email to report absences. 

Mrs J Hammond 
Deputy Headteacher

  Tutee Of The Fortnight

  Reporting Your Child’s Absence

  Year 9 Options

 
Please report your child’s absence by 8.25 am 

call 01462 705104 or 
email absence@highfield.herts.sch.uk 

  Child Trust Funds

  Letter Regarding The Suspension To iPad 
  Subscription Payments

https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/presentations-and-information-years-7-11
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The Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust Children’s 
Wellbeing Practitioner Team offer a number of 
interventions, workshops and webinars for Young People 
and parents/carers. These are currently being delivered 
virtually via Microsoft Teams. The following workshops 
are either currently available or will be available later in 
the year:

• Emotional wellbeing for adolescents
• Adolescent sleep difficulties
• Adolescent self-esteem
• Exam stress
 
Follow the link to book via the website:

https://www.hct.nhs.uk/our-services-and-referral-
information/our-services-a-z/childrens-wellbeing-
practitioners-service/

 
Mrs J Clift 
Assistant Headteacher

 
Our local PCSE will be holding a free bike marking event 
on Saturday 18th February during the half term holiday. 

The event will take place at Howard Park between 2pm - 
3:30pm. Marking bikes and scooters not only helps if they 
are stolen but also works as a deterrent. 

We are very excited to announce The Great Highfield 
Bake-off! Please encourage your child to take part in this 
House competition. The deadline for submission is the 
2nd February and the House Bake Off will take place on 
the 8th February.

There is a poster at the back of the newsletter with more 
information. Please share this with your child. 

Happy Baking!

Mrs T Spires 
LD Admin Assistant

Useful Careers Links
Please find some useful links for careers information. 
Whether your child already has clear aspirations or is 
just starting to think about what they might like to do next 
there are interesting pieces of information and advice to 
be found in the following places:

‘Get the Jump’ – information on career pathways 
post-16 and post-18 
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-your-
education-and-training-choices?utm_source=13%20
January%202023%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20
Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19

Careers by category 
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-careers

National Apprenticeship Week - w/c 6th February 
Please use the link below to view national opportunities 
that will be available for students. Many of these are free 
webinars which students can register to attend:  
https://naw.appawards.co.uk/events

Year 10 Work Experience
Please be reminded that any Year 10 Own Placement 
work experience forms need to be handed into the Front 
Office by 31st January. 

The portal to select placements organised by Services for 
Young People (our work experience provider) will open 
to students in February, should your child be unable to 
source their own placement. 

Computacenter Open Day and Ask an Apprentice 
Event
Computacentre are holding an Apprenticeship Open 
Evening on Tuesday 31st January from 5.45pm - 8.00pm 
at their Hatfield Headquarters.

Students are invited to join them to discover more 
about their Apprenticeships, network with their current 
Apprentices and get a glimpse of what the world of 
Apprenticeships has to offer.

Students along with parents/carers can register for 
the free-ticketed event using the following link: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/apprenticeship-open-evening-
tickets-473377564037

Computacenter are also holding a virtual ‘Ask the 
Apprentice’ session during National Apprenticeship 
Week on Tuesday the 7th February between 4.30pm and 
5.30pm. Students can register using the following link: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/516767153467

Questions or Support
If you have any questions or are able to offer your 
own services as a speaker as part of our own careers 
programme then please get in contact. Please email 
katherinehutton@highfield.herts.sch.uk 

Mrs K Hutton 
Assistant Headteacher

  Careers Update

  Bike Marking Event

  Hertfordshire Family Centre Service

  The Great Highfield Bake Off
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Let’s Connect is about making meaningful connections 
for all, during Children’s Mental Health Week and 
beyond. People thrive in communities, and this 
connection is vital for our wellbeing. 

When we have healthy connections – to family, friends 
and others – this can support our mental health and our 
sense of wellbeing. And when our need for rewarding 
social connections is not met, we can sometimes feel 
isolated and lonely – which can have a negative impact 
on our mental health. 

For Children’s Mental Health Week 2023, we’re 
encouraging people to connect with others in healthy, 
rewarding and meaningful ways. 

You will find some some top tips 
at the back of this newsletter.

Mrs J Clift 
Assistant Headteacher

• 24th January - Year 9 Careers Fair
• 26th January - Year 11 Parents’ Evening
• W/c 30th January - Hustings Week 
• 31st January - Year 11 Progress Breakfast

2022/23 Term Dates 
Spring Term 2023
• 13th February 2023 - Half Term Week
• 24th February 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 31st March 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close 

Summer Term 2023
• 17th April 2023 - Term starts for all year groups
• 1st May 2023 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 8th May 2023 - King’s Coronation Bank Holiday
• 29th May 2023 - Half Term Week
• 19th July 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close
 
A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

A free breakfast is available to all students in the canteen 
from 7.50am-8.20am every day. We have toast, jam, a 
selection of cereals, bagels and cereal bars. Students 
can help themselves to one of the options. Students can 
stay and chat with friends, read or use their iPad. 

We would love to see them there!

The new spring term extra-curricular timetable is now 
available on the website: https://www.highfield.herts.sch.
uk/extra-curricular and available to view at the back of 
this newsletter.

Mrs K Hutton 
Assistant Headteacher

  Free Breakfast   Children’s Mental Health Week

Free breakfast
available to
all students

every day
7.50am-8.20am in the canteen   Upcoming Calendar Dates

  Term Dates

  Spring Term Extra-Curricular Clubs

https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar
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The Highfield School’s Lunchtime Clubs
Highlights show what is new this term

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Music (Arts
Award) with NCL
in music rooms Yr.
8/9

(KS4) Art Club
with HSK in U113
Yr. 10/11

Badminton with
LDL in the sports
hall Yr. 9/10/11

Dance with FSR in
the dance studio
Yr. 7/8/9

Doodle Club with
DEH in UG05 Yr.
ALL

Drama Rehearsal
with RED in HG01
Yr.11

Football with HIG
on the playground
Yr. 7/8

LD Homework
Club in LD2 for all
LD students

LD Munch Club
with
WEl/WLN/WMS in
LD1 for all LD
students

Library with TRR
Yr. ALL

Maths Revision
and Hwk Club
with WND in U102
Yr.11 break/lunch

Take a Break
Club with JNG in
H111 Yr. 7/8

Trampolining
with LDL in Sports
Centre

Badminton with LTE
in the sports hall Yr
7/8

Challenge Club with
KNH in H206 Yr. 7/8/9

Drama Rehearsal
with RED in HG01
Yr.11

Fitness with LDL Yr.
9/10

Football with HIG on
the playground Yr. 7/8

Human Rights Watch
Club with CPZ in
P106 Yr. ALL

ICT Club with HMS in
P203 Yr. ALL

LD Homework Club
in LD2 for all LD
students

LD Munch Club with
WEl/WLN/WMS in
LD1 for all LD
students and Mr
Sheriff our careers
adviser is available for
drop-in chats about
careers and future
plans Yr. ALL

Library with TRR/SEL
Yr.  ALL

Lyrics Club with RMP
in H106 Yrs 9-13

Maths Revision and
Hwk Club with WND
in U102 Yr.11
break/lunch

Photoshop with GNY
in PG02 Yr. KS3

Sparx Homework
Club with RND in
UG06
Yr. ALL

Wk 2 Music (Arts Award) with NCL
in music rooms Yr. 8/9

Art Club (Arts Award Bronze) with
BRT/HSK in U112 Yr.8 & 9

Basketball with SPN in the sports
hall Yr. 7/8

Chess Club with WND/maths team in
U101/2 Yr. ALL

Dance Performance Group with
GDS/FSR in the dance studio. New
this term:audition/invitation only.

Drama Rehearsal with RED in HG01
Yr.11

English Homework Club with BKS
in H109 Yr. ALL

Fitness with LDL Yr. 9

Football with HIG on the playground
Yr. 7/8

Geography Club with BRY/HBB in
P103 Yr. ALL

ICT Club with KNW in P204 Yr. ALL

LD Homework Club in LD2 for all LD
students

LD Munch Club with
WEL/WLN/WMS in LD1/3 for all LD
students

LGBTQ+ Club with EWD at the top of
Howard Yr.9/10/11

Library with SEL Yr. ALL

Maths Revision and Hwk Club with
WND in U102 Yr.11 break/lunch

MFL Club with BTY in U115 Yr. 7/8/9

Rock Choir with MCM in H102, Y7, 8
& 9 from 1.20pm

Science Club with EWS in UG01 Yr
7/8

Wk 1 Music (Arts
Award) with NCL in
music rooms
Yr. 8/9

Art Club with BRT
in U112 Yr.7

Basketball with
SPN Yr. 9/10

English
Homework
Support with BKS
in H109. Yr ALL

Drama Rehearsal
with RED in HG01
Yr.11

Fitness with LDL in
the dance studio
Yr. 8

Football with HIG
on the playground
Yr. 7/8

The Forum with
RMP in H111 Yr.
All

LD Homework
Club in LD2 for all
LD students

LD Munch Club
with
WEl/WLN/WMS in
LD1 for all LD
students

Library with TRR
Yr.  ALL

Maths Revision
and Hwk Club with
WND in U102
Yr.11 break/lunch

MFL catch up and
support with WRG
in U109 Yr. 7/8/910

Music (Arts
Award) with NCL in
music rooms Yr.
8/9

(KS4) Art Club
with BRT in U112
Yr. 10/11

Basketball with
SPN Yr. 11/Senior
team

Calm Club
with AHN in H112
New! Poster
available

Chess Club with
WND/maths team
in U101/2 Yr. ALL

Drama Rehearsal
with RED in HG01
Yr.11

Fitness with FSR
in the dance studio
Yr. 7/8

Football with HIG
on the playground
Yr. 7/8

LD Homework
Club in LD2 for all
LD students

LD Munch Club
with
WEl/WLN/WMS in
LD1 for all LD
students

Library Book Club
with TRR Yr.  ALL

Maths Revision
and Hwk Club with
WND in U102 Yr.11
break/lunch

Textiles Club with
BND in PG01 Yr. 7














