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Dear parents and carers

I hope that you had a restful and enjoyable half term- 
despite the weather we experienced. 

This week has started off a busy half term. Our Year 11 
students are working incredibly hard on their second set 
of mocks and we have been incredibly impressed by the 
attitude of many towards both their exam preparedness 
and their diligence when it comes to attending revision 
sessions, study clubs and for Years 10 and 11 the over 
5000 GCSEPod downloads. Well done all! Please can 
we ask that you continue to encourage your child to 
attend these provisions and engage with the revision that 
GCSEPod offers them.

We have also heard of some real successes for our 
students outside of school. I would like to congratulate 
Luca on his successes (along with the U17 England Rink 
Hockey team) at the Union of European Rink Hockey 
(UERH) Competition - you can read all about it later in 
the newsletter. I would also like to congratulate the all the 
students who are involved in the Dance World Cup finals 
in Spain; we have a number of students who have made 
it through to these finals in June and we look forward to 
hearing of their experiences there. Again congratulations 
to all.

You will be aware that the ‘Living with COVID’ bill has 
gone through Parliament this week and therefore there 
are some changes to the guidance for schools. Currently, 
there is no change to self-isolation. Whilst, it is no 
longer a legal requirement, the guidance for schools 
and the wider community is that if you test positive for 
COVID then you must self-isolate as previously (this 
will be reviewed at the start of April). Whilst access to 
free testing continues until 1st April, there is no longer 
a requirement for school pupils and staff to be testing 
fortnightly nor for anyone to test for 7 days as a close 
contact, and schools will not receive the test packs as 
they did previously. You can however access tests by 
going to the government website here. Any positive 
cases should be reported to covidresults@highfield.
herts.sch.uk  We will of course keep you up to date 
with any changes in guidance and will continue to work 
closely with local public health teams as appropriate. 
Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
contact the school.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Mrs L Miles 
Headteacher

 

Before half term the MFL club discovered their zodiac 
animals and forecast for the Chinese New Year (mostly 
oxes and rats). They had a go at learning how to wish 
someone a Happy Chinese New Year and made origami 
tigers to celebrate the year of the tiger.

 
Mrs E Boross-Toby 
Teacher of MFL 

Attendance
It is through good attendance that students maximise 
their full potential, enhancing their life chances for the 
future. Missing school means missing out on learning 
and this can have an impact on a child’s development 
and attainment. There is a strong statistical link between 
attendance and attainment.

Our school target is a minimum of 95% attendance, 
but even this means your child will miss 9 days of 
school across a year. That is a week and 4 days of lost 
learning. When you transfer that into specific lessons, 
it emphasises the impact more specifically. A week and 

  MFL News

  Pastoral Notices
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Expectations
Finally, just a reminder about our key expectations 
regarding uniform, hair and jewellery.

• Hair must not be cut shorter than a number 2 and must 
not be coloured with any unnatural colouring. 

• Fake nails, eyelashes or make up are not permitted 
and will need to be removed.

• Nose piercings are not allowed to be worn under any 
circumstances. 

• Students may wear one stud in the lower lobe of each 
ear, a watch and one ring.

• Shoes must be black leather like school shoes. 
Trainers/trainer-like shoes are not acceptable. No boots 
or heels. Students not in appropriate school shoes will 
need to go to pastoral to borrow plimsolls until they 
have replaced their school shoes.

• Trousers must be straight legged and pleated not 
leggings or cropped.

• Skirts should not be rolled up and need to be at knee 
length.

 
Thank you for your ongoing support

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher
 

Year 11 student Luca recently attended the Union of 
European Rink Hockey (UERH) Competition.

England went unbeaten all through the qualifying rounds 
including the semi-final. They met a strong Switzerland 
side in the final and eventually lost 2-0.

Luca played his part in all matches and scored an 
excellent goal in a 2-2 draw in a qualifying match against 
the eventual winners Switzerland.

At the end of the competition the President of the Swiss 
Rink Hockey Association commented ’this was the best 
English team I have seen’.

4 days out of school would equate to up to 8 missed 
English, maths or science lessons. That could result in a 
whole unit of work being missed.

You may think that 90% sounds good, and you would be 
correct if you were taking an exam, but when it comes to 
attendance, this is not the case. A student that has 90% 
attendance would mean that they would miss 19 days of 
school. This equates to:

• 3 weeks and 4 days of missed learning
• That is 16 English, Maths or Science lessons
 
Regular attendance is important, because it is the 
best way of ensuring children make the most of the 
educational opportunities available to them. It is also 
vital in educating and preparing them for the wider world. 
Skills like time management and punctuality are essential 
key skills that employers will look for when hiring staff. 
Our aim is to educate your child, but also to prepare them 
for life after school, and this comes from creating good 
and consistent routines and habits that they can take with 
them into the next chapter of their lives.

How can you help?
• Establish a good routine in the mornings and evenings 

so your child is prepared for the school day ahead. 
• Make sure your child goes to school regularly and 

follows the school rules. 
• Ensure your child arrives at school on time – not late. 
• Arrange dental and medical appointments outside 

school hours when possible.
• Always inform the school if your child is absent due to 

illness – this should be followed up with a written note 
when your child returns to school. 

• Take truancy seriously – if your child is not attending 
school as you expect, they may be putting themselves 
at risk – Who are they with? What are they doing? 

• Take family holidays outside term time. 
• Talk to your child about school and take an interest in 

their school work (including home work). 
• Attend parents’ evenings and school events. 
• Praise and reward your child’s achievements at school. 
• Always support school staff in their efforts to control 

difficult or challenging behaviour. 
• Discuss any problems or difficulties with the school – 

staff are there to help and will be supportive

Rewards
Congratulations to the students that have received 
their PREPARED certificates this half term. These are 
awarded to those students that have attendance above 
95% and zero Behaviour Points since September. This is 
a fantastic achievement and something that you and they 
should be very proud of. All the students have received 
HP3s in addition to their certificates that they should be 
bringing home this week.

Year 7 remain in the lead for overall conduct points with a 
huge 24,609, with Year 8 and 9 following closely behind. 
Years 10-13 are also locked in a close competition. 

  U17 Rink Hockey
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GCSEPod Webinars
Year 10 students have the opportunity to join one of two 
GCSEPod webinars at 5pm on the 3rd and 24th March. 

Please encourage your child to register to enable them 
to build their knowledge and confidence with GCSEPod. 
Students should visit www.gcsepod.com/students to book 
a space.

5,000 Pod Milestone
We are delighted to have reached the fantastic milestone 
of 5,000 Pods downloaded this academic year. 
Congratulations to the KS4 students who have done so 
much work on GCSEPod, we cannot wait to see what 
their next milestone will be!

Miss R Cosgrove 
Assistant Headteacher

Congratulations to all the students who have been 
nominated by their Tutors.

Year Name
7 Max Handscomb

7 Harry Forrester

7 Zach Leake

8 Aidan Kenny

8 Jaidan McGowan

8 Agata Zinchenko

9 Elana Woodisse

9 Summer Byrne

9 Sibora Kuci

9 Oscar Turner Vincent

9 Jessica Hill

10 Marcus Thompson

10 Jack Hurst-Muggridge

10 Cameron Carr

10 Violet Hawkins

11 Sophia Cresswell

11 Olivia Marlow

Sixth Form Lola Blackler

Sixth Form Bryony Gibbon

Sixth Form Joseph Davidson

Sixth Form Grace Martin

Sixth Form Ciaran Grenyer

 
Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher 

 
On Thursday 3rd March we will be celebrating World 
Book Day with a number of exciting activities including 
quizzes, sharing a story and a lunchtime hot chocolate 
reading cafe. 

Students are also invited to dress as one of their 
favourite literacy characters. This must be a recognisable 
character - no muggles or general non-school uniform 
allowed! Prizes will be awarded for the best costumes!

Mrs L Cumberland 
Teacher of English

This is an opportunity for students from the Learning Development 
Department to work on their homework and have the support of 
Teaching Assistants to work with them, if needed. 
Students are welcome to come along as many days as they would 
like.

LD HOMEWORK CLUB AFTER SCHOOL

Monday to Friday, 3 – 4 pm
In HG02 (the computer room near the Library)

  LD Homework Club

  Tutee Of The Fortnight   GCSEPod

  World Book Day

www.gcsepod.com/students
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Our school is part of the Hertfordshire Careers Hub and 
one of their strategic actions is to enhance the level 
of technical and vocational routes available to young 
people in the county. They have asked, to mark National 
Apprenticeships Week, that we share this survey link 
with you to complete to help gauge your thoughts, as 
a key influencer, about the credibility of technical and 
vocational routes for your child. 

The survey should take no more than 10 minutes to 
complete and all responses will be held anonymously. 
Some of you may remember completing this survey in 
previous years. If this is the case we ask that you re-
complete this as there are a few additional/amended 
questions.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/highfield-22 
 
Mrs J Clift 
Acting Deputy Headteacher

• 21st February - 4th March - Year 11 Mock Exams in the 
hall

• 25th February - INSET Day - No students please
• 2nd March - Year 12 and 13 English Language 

Conference 
• 7th - 11th March - Year 9 Options Interviews
• 10th March - Year 13 Elevate Study Skills Session
• 10th March - Year 10 Virtual Parents’ Evening

Spring Term 2022
• 25th February 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 1st April 2022 - Last Day of Term
 
Summer Term 2022
• 19th April 2022 - Term starts for all year groups
• 2nd May 2022 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 30th May 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st July 2022 - Last Day of Term
 
2022/23 Term Dates
Autumn Term 2022
• 1st September 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 2nd September 2022 - Term starts for Years 7 and 12 

only
• 5th September 2022 - All year groups return to school
• 24th October 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st December 2022 - Last Day of Term  

 

Holocaust Memorial Day
On 27th January the department marked Holocaust 
Memorial Day. 

As part of the lessons from Auschwitz project, Harlene, 
Ellen and Daisy created an informative display to inform 
and support students’ knowledge and learning about 
the Holocaust. Year 9 students have also been learning 
about pre-war Jewish life in order to asses and evaluate 
the impact of prejudice and discrimination of Nazi laws on 
life. 

You can help your child by encouraging them to follow 
the news and the reporting around Uyghur Muslims 
in China and discussing this with them to allow them 
to compare this with historical anti-semitism.  A 
useful link is: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-
china-22278037

Key Stage 3 Update
Prior to half term, students in Years 7 and 8 have been 
taking part in a revision carousel. The purpose of this is 
twofold: to help them to prepare for assessments and to 
consider how effective particular strategies are for them. 

The students’ trialled four types of revision technique: 
flashcards, memorising mind maps, and the Quizlet and 
Seneca Apps on their iPads. This was followed up with a 
questionnaire about how students felt about revision and 
different learning techniques. We will use this information 
to help us to integrate preferred revision skills into home 
learning and lessons. 

All of the resources used are on Google Classroom and 
you can support your child by asking them questions and 
quizzing them about the information on the flashcards. 

Here is a useful link on how to further use 
flashcards effectively: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=C20EvKtdJwQ

Mrs C Pawlaczek 
Head of Religious and Personal Studies

  Term Dates

  Upcoming Calendar Dates

  Religious Studies Department News   Parent/Carer Apprenticeship Survey
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• Spring Term 2023
• 5th January 2023 - Occasional Day - School Closed
• 6th January 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 9th January 2023 - Term starts for all year groups 
• 13th February 2023 - Half Term Week
• 24th February 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 31st March 2023 - Last Day of Term  

Summer Term 2023
• 17th April 2023 - Term starts for all year groups
• 1st May 2023 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 29th May 2023 - Half Term Week
• 19th July 2023 - Last Day of Term 
 
A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

 

YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S 
RESEARCH 
ADVISORY 
GROUP 

JOIN THE UNIVERSITY OF  
HERTFORDSHIRE’S  

 

• Aged 8-18 years? 
• Live in Hertfordshire? 
• Interested in learning more 

about, and helping improve, 
research related to health, 
care, family lives and the 
communities we live in? 

  JOIN THE HERTS YPAG! 

  WHAT DO WE DO?  
• Learn about research 
• Work with researchers and 

give them advice on how to 
make their research children 
and young people-friendly 

• Share ideas on what should 
be researched and how  

• Develop new skills, learn 
new things and meet new 
people 

• Have fun! 

WHEN & WHERE DO WE MEET? 
We meet about every 2 months. 
When you apply to join, we’ll send 
you more information about our 
next meeting. 

SIGN UP: 
To find out more about us and 
apply to join click here: 
https://generationr.org.uk/hertford
shire-ypag/ or email us at 
ypag@herts.ac.uk  

https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

