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Dear parents and carers 

We again find ourselves coming to the end of a busy 
term and next week is no exception. We are very much 
looking forward to our Spring Concert on Thursday and I 
would like to wish our Year 7 football team all the best for 
their District Cup Final against Barnwell on Wednesday 
- what an achievement to reach the finals in itself and I 
am looking forward to being there to cheer them on. Next 
week is also rewards week, I personally will be issuing 
a number of Headteacher Commendations on Monday 
as well as our PREPARED certificates, amongst other 
rewards, in our celebration assemblies on Friday. Well 
done in advance to all those who receive those rewards 
and demonstrate every day the commitment they have to 
their education and our school community.

This term has also seen our Year 11 and 13 students 
complete their final set of mocks before their final exams 
in summer - the first public examinations since 2019. 
Whilst there was inevitable tension and nervousness 
around the exams, the students responded well with 
much improvement in many cases on where they were 
before Christmas. As they now approach their public 
examinations in the summer term, you as parents, 
play a pivotal role in giving your child the support and 
encouragement they need. This may be in ensuring that 
your child has a quiet place to revise and work hard or that 
they have an appropriate breakfast before starting their 
day. We will be sending you more details about the lead 
up to the exams shortly.

We have all been horrified by the ongoing news reports 
regarding the invasion of Ukraine, but we have been 
proud of our students who have wanted to contribute to 
the humanitarian response to support refugees. As such, it 
has been decided that there will be a non-uniform day on 
the last day of term, where students will be contributing £1 
and staff £2 for this cause. 

As exemplified above, we are very proud of our school 
community and the behaviour that the majority of our 
students exhibit in our local community. The recent 
awarding of the Youth Community Awards from the 
Letchworth Heritage Foundation exemplifies the wonderful 
role models we have in our student body. However, there 
have been a few instances where behaviour has not 
met our expectations. When our students are out and 
about in their school uniform (and indeed when they are 
not in school uniform), they are representing the school 
community that we are so proud of and work hard for. I 

would therefore ask that you remind you child that their 
behaviour when representing our school in our local 
community should reflect the high expectations that both 
you as parents/carers would have and we, as a school 
have of our pupils. 

Finally, as this is the last letter of the Spring Term, I wish 
you all the best for a restful and enjoyable Easter break.

Warm regards,

Mrs Miles 
Headteacher 

After further feedback and voting from students and staff 
we are pleased to announce the winners of the new 
houses. 

We are encouraging students to complete an 
independent research project over the Easter holidays. 

  House Results And Easter Project 

https://www.facebook.com/thehighfieldschool
https://twitter.com/highfieldschool
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Following a sequence of lessons surrounding consent 
and healthy relationships, students were asked to 
create a resource that could be shared with other Year 8 
students. I have been really impressed with the students 
creativity, maturity and understanding of these topics.

Miss M Laycock 
Teacher of RPS

The other week some of our Year 7 students received 
their Lexia certificates from Mrs Miles in their English 
lesson.

This is a great achievement, congratulations!

Students can choose one or more of the individual 
houses and complete a research project. This can be 
presented in any way they feel fit and can be given to 
their Tutor after Easter. 

There will be House Points for those who take part and 
the best projects will be further rewarded. 

We look forward to seeing what the students produce.

Mrs J Clift 
Acting Deputy Headteacher

Congratulations to all the students who have been 
nominated by their Tutors.

Year Name
7 Reece Gammons

7 Isla Walker

7 Emily Scott

7 Aleena Mughal

7 Cassandra Small

8 Lucia Lam Chapman

8 Natalie Silman

8 Sophia-Marie Early

9 Oscar Davies

9 Lillie Allen

9 Kieron Frankson

9 Jack Cogan

10 Imorah-Ann Wright

10 Verity Bullough

10 Thomas Colbon

10 Jessica Quince

10 Caelan Day

11 Becky Mwale

11 Henry Harris

11 Billy Digby

Sixth Form Ellie-Jade Glasgow

Sixth Form Jayden Pall

Sixth Form Charli Kelland

Sixth Form Deanna White

 
Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher

  Tutee Of The Fortnight

  Year 8 PSHE

  Year 7 Lexia
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was just different from the other books, as it was the only 
book in the category written about a real person - Ada 
Lovelace.

Jacy said that the book awards were ‘entertaining 
and well managed.’ We came back to school around 
lunchtime, as the awards ended around midday. All in all, 
it was a great experience.  A big thank you to Mrs Hutton 
for coming with us and to Mr Kemp and Mr Clark for 
driving us.

Report written by Erica Kinyua

The Priory school is hosting an Apprenticeship Fair on 
Thursday 28th April from 6-8pm which is open to all 
North Hertfordshire schools. There will be a number of 
different companies attending that you and your child can 
talk to about the Apprenticeships they offer.

The fair is open to all students in Years 10-13. If you 
would like to attend please register using this form:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSe9DyE220yFuqGEfs_
Osg5MnxBkDZUzsDzBWfUhm8DRfDfkCQ/viewform

On March 17th, 10 members of The Highfield School 
Book Club went to Hitchin Girls’ school for the North 
Herts School Book Awards.

We arrived at around 9:30am and it started about ten 
minutes later. Everyone got sorted into various groups 
of the same age category (there were two main age 
categories - KS3 for younger readers and KS4 for older 
readers). We were then seated at different tables around 
the hall. 

Once we found our tables, we had a discussion about all 
the books within our groups, led by a librarian or English 
teacher. A list of potential questions and discussion points 
were given for each book, which was great for making 
conversation. This lasted for about half an hour, before 
we got to voting for the best book in each category.

Many students were there, with about 10 different local 
schools taking part as well as us - and all the schools 
were pretty evenly spread between groups. Many of us 
found ourselves talking to people we didn’t really know, 
and it was really fun and interesting to share our thoughts 
and opinions on the books together. Katie said: ‘It was 
fun being in a room full of like-minded people, and share 
our passion for books together.’

After a quick break (and a few minor issues with the 
microphone), we got a talk from Frances Hardinge, 
author of ‘A Skinful of Shadows’ - the winner of the North 
Herts School Book Awards back in 2019. She was very 
nice, and an incredibly engaging speaker and storyteller. 
She read an extract of her book and talked in great detail 
about her genre of writing and the ways she likes to 
affect readers with her writing style (she writes spooky/
horror stories). She also answered questions and stayed 
on afterwards to sign copies of her book (that lots of 
students were able to buy during the break). She even 
drew little pictures in some of her book signatures, which 
was a nice touch!

Once Hardinge had finished her talk, it was finally time 
for the announcement of the winners of the awards. 

For the KS3 category: 
3rd place: Tsunami Girl - by Julian Sedgwick 
2nd place: Black Brother, Black Brother - by Jewell 
Parker Rhodes 
1st place: A Kind of Spark - by Elle McNicoll

As a group, we generally were happy with these results, 
though we were a bit surprised at the fact that ‘Tsunami 
Girl’ got the least amount of votes (and some people, in 
particular, had pretty strong feelings on the subject!).

For the KS4 category: 
3rd place: I,  Ada - by Julia Gray 
2nd place: Wranglestone - by Darren Charlton 
1st place: Tremendous Things - by Susin Nielson 

We all generally agreed with these results - the majority 
of us voted for ‘Tremendous Things’ so it was a good 
thing that it won first place. However, we were surprised 
to find out that ‘I, Ada’ got no votes at all… from anyone. 
This is a shame, as it is not a badly written book at all. It 

  NHSBA Report

  The Priory School Apprenticeship Fair

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9DyE220yFuqGEfs_Osg5MnxBkDZUzsDzBWfUhm8DRfDfkCQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9DyE220yFuqGEfs_Osg5MnxBkDZUzsDzBWfUhm8DRfDfkCQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9DyE220yFuqGEfs_Osg5MnxBkDZUzsDzBWfUhm8DRfDfkCQ/viewform
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That is 16 English, Maths or Science lessons
Punctuality can also have a significant impact on 
your child’s development. You may think that being 5 
minutes late will make very little difference to your child’s 
education. However, this is sadly not the case, and even 
just 5 minutes a day will result in a huge amount of lost 
learning over the course of a school year.

So please remind your child that Every Minute Counts.

If a student is 5 minutes late each day, that equates 
to 3.4 school days per year being missed. That is 17 
lessons of lost learning every year!

For a child that arrives 30 minutes late to school every 
day, they will miss 20.7 days and 104 lessons. That is a 
hugely significant amount of time out of lessons.

Please support the school in reiterating the importance of 
your child’s attendance and punctuality to lessons.

Rewards
In the House race, Currie have overtaken Einstein this 
week into first place. Current standings can be seen 
below:

Currie – 22,767 
Einstein – 22,081 
Armstrong – 21,787 
Babbage – 20,824
Again, with Rewards week taking place next week there 
will be plenty of opportunities for all students to play their 
part in helping their House top the charts in July. 

Expectations
Finally, just a reminder about our key expectations 
regarding uniform, hair and jewellery.

• Hair must not be cut shorter than a number 2 and must 
not be coloured with any unnatural colouring. 

• Fake nails, eyelashes or make up are not permitted 
and will need to be removed.

• Nose piercings are not allowed to be worn under any 
circumstances. 

• Students may wear one stud in the lower lobe of each 
ear, a bracelet or watch and one ring.

• Students in trainers will need to go to pastoral to 
borrow plimsolls until they have replaced their school 
shoes.

• Trousers must be straight legged and pleated not 
leggings or cropped.

• Skirts should not be rolled up and need to be at knees 
length.

• Coats should not be worn in the buildings or 
classrooms of the school. Students are expected to 
remove their coats on entry.

Thank you for your continued support.

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher

Challenge students in Year 10 recently went on a visit to 
Cambridge University. They spent the day learning about 
Cambridge and university and then went to the museum 
of Zoology in the afternoon.

Year 10 student Anna said “Going to visit Cambridge 
University was such an amazing opportunity. We got to 
tour the Gonville and Caius College campus, ask current 
students any questions we had about Oxbridge and 
University life, and (most importantly) eat in halls and test 
the food! It was really fun, and made me really excited to 
go to University and potentially apply to Cambridge.”

Mrs R Kench 
Teacher of English/Challenge Co-ordinator

Attendance and Punctuality
It is through good attendance and punctuality that 
pupils maximise their full potential, enhancing their life 
chances for the future. Missing school means missing 
out on learning and this can have an impact on a child’s 
development and attainment. There is a strong statistical 
link between attendance and attainment.

Our school target is a minimum of 95% attendance, 
but even this means your child will miss 9 days of 
school across a year. That is a week and 4 days of lost 
learning. When you transfer that into specific lessons, 
it emphasises the impact more specifically. A week and 
4 days out of school would equate to up to 8 missed 
English, Maths or Science lessons. That could result in a 
whole unit of work being missed.

You may think that 90% sounds good, and you would be 
correct if you were taking an exam, but when it comes to 
attendance, this is not the case. A student that has 90% 
attendance would mean that they would miss 19 days of 
school. This equates to:

3 weeks and 4 days of missed learning

  Year 10 Challenge Trip

  Pastoral Information
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I am sure that you join me in wishing Mia’s entrance all 
the best and I will sign off by wishing you all the best for a 
peaceful spring break. 

Mrs C Pawlaczek  
Head of RS and PSHE 

 
Please find some information from Wisepay about 
unsuccessful payments 

Are you keeping your bank details up-to-date? 
Without up-to-date contact details against your bank 
accounts, the Secure Customer Authentication (SCA) 
may not be able to authenticate your payment attempt. 
In other words, you will be faced with an unsuccessful 
payment. 

What happens once your details are up-to-date? 
You will be able to make online payments after 
completing the Strong Customer Authentication (SCA), 
a two-factor authentication process, newly mandated on 
14th March 2022.

Ways consumers can handle additional Strong 
Customer Authentication (SCA) when making 
payments on WisePay:
Banking app: when you make a payment, you’ll be 
logged into your banking app to confirm the payment. 

One-time passcode: via a passcode generator and 
enter it into the payment flow.

Text message: a code is sent to your mobile which 
you then enter into the website you are purchasing 
from. However, in poor signal areas, not receiving a text 
message is frustrating, especially if the website page has 
timed out by the time the code has arrived.

This is not a Wisepay issue, it is across all payment 
providers and Banks and has been brought in across the 
industry to help to mitigate online fraud

We were very proud to see our very own Constance 
Ahluwalia in Year 11 appear as an extra in a new 
television commercial. Constance has written an account 
of her experience in taking part in this great opportunity. 
Well done Constance!

My experience of being an extra in a commercial by 
Constance Ahluwalia.
I was up at 5:30 am and dressed in the ugliest school 
uniform I have ever seen that was couriered over the 
night before from London. I caught an early train to 
London. It was so early, everyone was still half asleep 
and oblivious to me needing the wheelchair space. 
People are a lot more polite later in the day!

I took a taxi to the Spanish school in the middle of 
Notting Hill. The Spanish school is owned by the Spanish 
Government and everyone coming through the door 
(apart from cast and crew) greets each other with “Hola”.

In spite of the invasion of dozens of cast and crew, the 
school remained open as normal. We were ushered into 
the green room which was in the school chapel. The kids 
were all partnered up and when the call for action came, 
our movements in and out of the corridor were carefully 
choreographed. We had to do the same thing about 
30 times and in between shots everyone was standing 
around. This went on all morning.

Once the background scenes were captured, the crew 
focused on the star of the piece saying her bit to the 
camera. Then we were free to go home. The commercial 
came out a week ago. It was good to be able to be a part 
of the shift to include more diverse actors and extras, so 
that everybody is represented.

Year 9 have been coming to the end of their Holocaust 
Education. Throughout the term students have learnt 
about Pre War Jewish life acts of resistance, and acts 
of forgiveness to consider why we learn about the 
Holocaust and its relevance to recent history and events 
that are happening around the world now. 

One lesson focus was on victims of the Holocaust and 
students created a mind map to show why different victim 
groups were affected and how. A variety of memorials to 
the different groups were shared and their relevance and 
designs were discussed. Students then worked to create 
their own memorial design. 

I would like to share with you the work of Mia Cato who 
devoted a considerable amount of time, over a weekend, 
to create the work that you see below. The thought 
that has gone into this piece is remarkable as is the 
level of detail. Whilst Mia has been recommended for 
a Headteacher’s Commendation, the piece will also be 
entered in the NATRE (National Association of Teachers 
of RE) Annual Spirited Arts Competition, which has 
entrants from all over the world. 

  Important Wisepay Information

  Student TV Advert Success

  News From Religious Studies
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Spring Term 2022
• 1st April 2022 - Last Day of Term - Early Close
 
Summer Term 2022
• 19th April 2022 - Term starts for all year groups
• 2nd May 2022 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 30th May 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st July 2022 - Last Day of Term - Early Close
 
2022/23 Term Dates
Autumn Term 2022
• 1st September 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 2nd September 2022 - Term starts for Years 7 and 12 

only
• 5th September 2022 - All year groups return to school
• 24th October 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st December 2022 - Last Day of Term - Early Close 

• Spring Term 2023
• 5th January 2023 - Occasional Day - School Closed
• 6th January 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 9th January 2023 - Term starts for all year groups 
• 13th February 2023 - Half Term Week
• 24th February 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 31st March 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close 

Summer Term 2023
• 17th April 2023 - Term starts for all year groups
• 1st May 2023 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 29th May 2023 - Half Term Week
• 19th July 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close
 
A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

• 29th March - Year 8 Virtual Parents’ Evening
• 31st March - GCSE PE Practical Moderation
• 31st March - Music and Drama Spring Showcase
• 1st April - Last day of term - early close
• 19th April - Start of the summer term
• 19th April - GCSE Music Moderation Day
• 21st April - GCSE Drama Practical Exam

  Term Dates

This is an opportunity for students from the Learning Development 
Department to work on their homework and have the support of 
Teaching Assistants to work with them, if needed. 
Students are welcome to come along as many days as they would 
like.

LD HOMEWORK CLUB AFTER SCHOOL

Monday to Friday, 3 – 4 pm
In HG02 (the computer room near the Library)

 

The HighÞeld School proudly 
presents our Year 9 - Year 12 

Music and Drama 
Spring Showcase 

on Thursday 31st March at 7pm 
in the school hall 

Parents, carers and students of years 
7 - 13 are all invited to an evening of group 
and solo music performances, songs and 

scenes from the 'Blood Brothers' 

Purchase your tickets asap on WisePay in order to 
avoid missing out!  

Tickets are £2 per adult; £1 per child; children under 
Þve are free

  Upcoming Calendar Dates

  LD Homework Club

https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar


What are ‘county 
lines’ and 
Child Criminal 
Exploitation?
County lines is a term used to 
describe gangs and organised 
criminal networks who bring drugs 
into an area and sell them using 
dedicated mobile phone lines. The 
perpetrators are likely to exploit 
children and vulnerable adults to 
move and store drugs and money 
and they will often use coercion, 
intimidation, violence and weapons. 

Children as young as 12 years old 
can be exploited or used by gangs 
to courier drugs in and out of their 
local area; 15-16 years is the most 
common age range. Both males and 
females are at risk of being exploited. 
Social media is often used to make 
initial contact with children and 
young people. 

Criminal exploitation can be broader 
than just county lines and can 
include children forced to commit 
theft or take part in sexual activity. 
The victim may have been criminally 
exploited even if they appear to be 
taking part consensually.

Safer Schools 
Newsletter March 2022 

Possession of drugs
You may be charged with possessing an illegal substance if 
you’re caught with drugs, whether they’re yours or not.

If you’re under 18, the police are allowed to tell your parent, 
guardian or carer that you’ve been caught with drugs.

Cannabis
Police can issue a warning or an on-the-spot fine of £90 if 
you’re found with cannabis.

Khat
Police can issue a warning or an on-the-spot fine of £60 
on the first 2 times that you’re found with khat. If you’re 
found with khat more than twice, you could get a maximum 
penalty of up to 2 years in prison, an unlimited fine, or both.

Talk to FRANK has help, information and advice about drugs.

Hertfordshire is a very safe place. Overall, 
crime in our area is down from last year.

Welcome to our newsletter from the Herts Police 
Gangs & Schools Team. We are a dedicated team that 
work with local Officers and partners to prevent youth 
related crime. We conduct a range of prevention and 
engagement work to raise awareness of knife crime, 
gang & criminal exploitation to keep you safe.

For more information about the work 
that we do go to @HertsCYP


