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Dear Parents and Carers

For the past fortnight we have been running morning 
tours of the school in action for prospective parents 
and pupils, currently in Year 6. It has been wonderful to 
see the engagement of your children in their learning 
and the visitors we have had, have been incredibly 
complimentary of what they have seen.

This week, we have had our Year 8 Meet The Tutor 
evening and thank you to all the parents and carers that 
attended. It was both a great opportunity to share some 
key information with you and for you to have to chance to 
meet your child’s Tutor.

We have also had some exciting events for our students 
over the past fortnight. Year 11 have been lucky enough 
to go to The Globe Theatre to watch Romeo and Juliet. 
The Challenge Group have had a visit from Safari Stu 
where they were able to learn about the animals as well 
as having the opportunity to hold/pet them. Last week, 
also saw us celebrate National Poetry Day with an 
assembly throughout the week, including poetry readings 
from staff and great activities on the day. These included 
students and staff ‘poetry bombing’ lessons and offices - 
going in unannounced, reading a poem and leaving just 
as quickly - fun really was had by all and you have seen 
the library activities on our social media too.

The Student Leadership Team have been busy long 
listing ideas for our new House namesakes and later 
in this newsletter, you will see some of the suggestions 
and have the opportunity to be able to able to research 
others with your child. We are really keen to hear those 
suggestions and look forward to the shortlisting and a 
student vote.

As we approach half term, I would like to wish you all 
a safe and restful break and look forward to seeing 
everyone in November.

Warm regards,

Mrs L Miles 
Headteacher

Staff and 120 Year 11 students have enjoyed two 
fabulous afternoons at The Globe Theatre. It was an 
excellent production of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and a great 
chance to see one of Shakespeare’s plays performed in 
its iconic, original setting. We had some lovely weather, 
with the added bonus of viewing some of London’s 
landmarks from the London Millennium Footbridge. We 
are so glad that everyone enjoyed the trips and very 
pleased with how well the students represented our 
school. Thank you to Ms Bochnak-Sales for organising 
these trips.

 
Mrs K Hutton 
Head of English 

Please be aware that your child will be given a new 
testing kit next week. They should still ensure that they 
test Sunday and Wednesdays throughout the term and 
prior to returning after half term.

  The Globe Theatre Trip

  Covid Testing
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         Stephen Hawking                     Edith Pretty

 
Mrs J Clift  
Assistant Headteacher

Rewards 
 
Top Achieving Students: 
Below is a list of our top achieving students from each 
year group. These students have collected the most 
Achievement Points in their respective year group since 
the start of term. A huge congratulations to them all for 
consistently doing the right thing and demonstrating the 
Highfield co-operative values.

Year 7 Year 8
Mellieha  Aquilina Jessica Nicholls

Lucy Padgett Clari Sonander

Kseniya Pikarevska Bradleigh Waggott

Susannah Battarbee Oliver Duncan

Isla Thomas Stanley Albon

Noah Gower Thomas Kelly

Blake Norton Katie Fletcher

James Peckham Veronica Trousse

Martin Basak Erica Barfa

Phoebe Roberts Evelyn Fletcher

Olivia Morse

Year 9 Year 10
Alicia Small Anna Nichols

Morgan Waller Sofia Norek

Oscar Davies Poppy Fletcher

Adrian Sonander Amy Stanton

Oscar Turner Vincent Aiden Byrne

Hashmeet Nagra Samson Read

Sasha Daniels Pippa Cascarina

Juliette Simpson Maya Henderson

Matilda Singleton Margaret Osei

Jack Cogan Anaya Phgura

In September we will be welcoming two new Houses to 
The Highfield School in addition to the four we already 
have. This means we need to name the houses. 

Since our existing houses are all named after people, we 
have decided to stick with the pattern for the new ones. 
The Student Leadership Team have researched and 
nominated a shortlist which all students will be able to 
vote on. As part of our Black History Month, Tutor groups 
will be looking at influential figures and nominating people 
from this as well as the names below. We have set out 
that the new Houses must reflect our commitment to our 
school value of Equality and Equity. This is because we 
want a better, more diverse balance, reflecting our school 
community. Whilst we shall be introducing the names 
and lives of those nominated during assembly and Tutor 
activities, we would encourage families to research and 
discuss them independently. 

             Mary Seacole                    Ada Lovelace

                                  Mary Anning 

 
                             Rosalind Franklin

  New House Names

  Pastoral Notices
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Uniform:
A reminder that students should only have one plain 
(gold or silver) studded earring in each ear and are not 
permitted to wear nose studs or rings. Students should 
not have bracelets on, and can only wear one ring.

All students should have their polo shirts tucked in at all 
times when on the school site.

Trainers are not permitted unless there is a medical 
reason for this, in which case a doctors note is required. 
If students have an issue with their school shoes, they 
need to go to pastoral to collect some plimsolls for the 
day.

 
Punctuality and attendance:
Did you know?
Punctuality Matters 

• Arriving 5 minutes late every day adds up to over 3 
days lost each year. 

• Arriving 15 minutes late every day adds up to 2 weeks 
absence a year.

• Arriving 30 minutes late every day adds up to 19 days 
absence a year.

Did you know?  
The school year has 190 days for students to attend a 
year. There are 175 days per year when your child does 
not have to attend school.

• Attendance of 95% for the year equals 10 days that 
your child has been absent. That is 2 full school weeks 
of your child’s learning missed for that year. 

• Attendance of 90% for the year equals 19 days that 
your child has been absent. That is almost 4 school 
weeks missed.

Need someone to talk to?
Use our time2talk@highfeld.herts.sch.uk email to receive 
support, guidance or just someone to talk to if you have 
any worries or concerns.

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher

We would like to start our lunchtime careers talks again 
to our students so they can learn more about different 
careers options available to them. If you would like to 
provide a talk on an industry/sector that you work in 
please get in touch. 

Please email jennieclift@highfield.herts.sch.uk

Mrs J Clift 
Assitant Headteacher

Year 11 Sixth Form
Kate Jenkins Charli Kelland

Ella Thomas Bryony Gibbon

Saskia Maric Harlene Liddar

Adam Kelly Rebekah Money

Benjamin Walden Charlie Rosendale

Rajan Dhaliwal Natasha Baines

Reiss Ravalia Lola Blackler

Emily Cairncross Holly French

Jennifer Carr Emily Leach

Leah Brookes Charlotte Nicol

Tutee of the fortnight:

Year Name
7 Alexander Johal

7 Layton Roblett

7 Millie Checkley

7 Maya Jones

7 Oliver Staley

8 Aurora Belmondo

8 Clari Sonander

8 Billy Davidson

8 Alfie Lawrence

8 Veronica Trousse

9 Owen Humphreys

9 Lucy Delaney

9 Landon Brown

9 Morgan Waller

9 Cade Moore-Peplow

9 Sapphire Phillips

9 Kiara Bath

10 Jay O’Rourke

10 Aiden Byrne

10 Chloe Wheatcroft

10 Sofia Norek

10 Anna Nichols

10 Freya Maddams-Wilkinson

11 Dilhar Warnakulasooriya

11 Jack Gower

11 Jennifer Carr

11 Maddie Hurst

11 Khai Williams-Hannigan

11 Kate Jenkins

11 Bree Small

Sixth Form Zachary Whiteley

Sixth Form James Coyle

Sixth Form Lola Blackler

Sixth Form Felicity Cook-Allen

Sixth Form Thomas Cowsley

Sixth Form Ruby Cascarina

  Careers Talks
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We hope you have had had a safe and enjoyable 
summer and your child(ren) are ready and excited for 
the year ahead in Religious Studies. This year we have 
created a KS3 newsletter to provide you with information 
on the current topics being studied, extra-curricular 
activities and some guidance on how you can support 
your child(ren).

 
 
Mrs C Pawlacek 
Teacher of RPS

This week, students have been carrying out work in Tutor 
time helping to raise awareness about the importance of 
understanding what a hate crime is, the impact that it can 
have and what to do if they think they have witnessed or 
experienced one. Activities have included:

• Case study and reflection tasks
• First-hand accounts of victims and their stories
• Writing a Tutor group pledge to help support the fight 

against hate crimes in the UK.
 
Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher 

This week Safari Stu came in with his animals as part of 
the annual Challenge Reward event. This is for students 
who have completed tasks on their Challenge passport. 

The students (and staff!) astonished me with their 
bravary, holding and petting the animals and learning 
more about them. 

Mrs R Kench 
Teacher of English - Challenge Co-ordinator 

Amazing Apprenticeships will be coming in to talk to all 
Year 11, 12 and 13 students and parents/carers. The talk 
will focus on topics such as what apprenticeships are, 
the different types available, how to find them and how 
to apply for them.  The talk will be held virtually using 
Google Meet - the link is below. 

https://meet.google.com/zrq-mdpk-hnc 

The talk is on Monday 18th October at 6pm. 

  KS3 RPS Newsletter  Safari Stu - Challenge Reward

  National Anti Hate Crime Awareness 
  Week

The Half Term in 
RS! 

As a department we can be contacted via email 
using claire.pawlaczek@highfield.herts.sch.uk

Year 7 Religious Studies 
What are we learning? What is Christianity? This unit is divided into two parts, beliefs and practices. 

1. What do Christians believe about God?  2. How do Christians show their beliefs? 

The Judaeo- Christian concept of God as omnipotent, 
omniscient and benevolent. We explore the idea of 
God as a force, the Trinity beliefs about Jesus and 
how the Bible is used.

The different denominations in Christianity are 
explored through the different ways in which a 
baptism is performed making links to the presence of 
the Trinity and the baptism of Jesus. 

Questions you can ask at home

1.What is/should  God be like?
2.How does the Trinity help Christians to understand 
God better? 

3.Was Jesus fully human and God? 
4.How useful is the Bible?

1.How are Christian denominations different? 
2.What are the names of the denominations that you 
studied? 

3.How do the practices of baptism differ? 

1. Borrow books from the RS department or the LRC. 
2.Look at St Pauls Cathedral website https://www.stpauls.co.uk/learning-faith/schools-families/distance-

learning
3.Read The Lion, the Witch and The Wardrobe by CS Lewis

Year 8 Religious Studies 
What are we learning?

The Stories of the Old Testament

Through studying the stories of the Old Testament students consider the concepts of sin, free will, suffering, moral duties 
and sacrifice. Students questions the account of creation in Genesis, the story of Cane and Abel, the near sacrifice of 
Isaac and Joseph (with the multi-coloured dream coat!) 

Questions you can ask at home

1.Is the account of creation the most reliable account? 
2.Is suffering the fault of  humans? 
3.Was Abraham right to listen to God and be prepared to sacrifice his son? 
4. Is it always right to forgive? 

Year 9 Religious Studies 
What are we learning?

Philosophy of Religion 

This unit consolidates the learning from year’s 7 and 8. Students will  build knowledge to ‘philosophise’ about religion. 
They will reconsider the Biblical account of creation from year 7 in light of philosophical arguments about design and 
cause. Students will revisit the traditional views about God and the  concepts of suffering in the Old Testament to learn 
about and explain philosophical arguments about suffering and free will. Students will also learn how these philosophies 
have  influenced  Buddhist thought. Students learn about Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas and Paley amongst other philosopher.  

Questions you can ask at home

1. Who is your favourite philosopher? Why? 
2. What is real? 
3. Do you think philosophy has a point? 
4. Should we believe what we see? 
5.     Is good the absence of evil? Where does evil come from? 

  Apprenticeship Awareness Virtual Talk
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For the student who shows the most commitment there is 
an opportunity to win a £100 Amazon or Asos voucher.  

How to apply:  
Students need to write a cover letter to support their 
application, 100 words on why they would like to take 
part. Students also need to submit an application via 
the careers site: https://apply.workable.com/telegraph/j/
B0FFB5799D/. 

If your child wishes to apply, please ensure they use their 
school email address.

The deadline for entries is 5pm on Friday 12th November 
2021. 

• 20th October 2021 - Year 8 CATS testing
• 25th - 29th October 2021 - Half term week
• 1st-5th November 2021 - Year 13 Mock Exams
• 11th November 2021 - Years 7-11 Flu Nasal Spray
• 11th November 2021 - Year 11 Options Evening

In the library this term there is a brand new team of 
committed Library Helpers who have been learning the 
Library circulation and filing systems, barcoding new 
books, keeping shelves tidy, helping fellow students to 
find books and creating eye-catching displays. Aliyah, 
Oliver, Emmanuel and Jacy put this display together for 
Black History Month.

New books!  
I am excited to say that our application to receive the 
Lit in Colour book list, 100 Penguin books by authors 
of colour, specifically aimed at secondary schools, was 
successful and the books will be arriving very soon. 
Lit in Colour is an initiative by Penguin Books and The 
Runnymede Trust to increase the richness and diversity 
of reading in schools with “the glorious, outstanding and 
often ground-breaking narratives coming out of Britain’s 
Black and Asian communities” (Bernadine Evaristo). 

Lastly there are some spooky new reads to check out in 
the library just in time for Halloween! 

 
 
Miss C Turner 
Library Manager 

The Telegraph Media Literacy programme will help your 
child find out more about what it is like to be a journalist, 
the industry, and how news is sourced. This programme 
will also help your child to gain more information on how 
to get into journalism and other Media roles.  

There will be 4 online sessions starting 1st March 2022. 
These will be online. Sessions start at 4pm - 5pm every 
Tuesday.  

Taking part in all 4 sessions means students will receive 
a Telegraph School Journalism Certificate. This will help 
them with their CV and career planning.  

  Generation Hitchin

  The Telegraph Media Literacy Programme

  Library News

  Upcoming Calendar Events
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Thank you for supporting the ‘It’s Good to Grow’ 
campaign being run by Morrisons. You can continue 
collecting tokens for the school for every £10 spent until 
24th October. 

Please continue to support the school so we can 
exchange tokens for some new gardening equipment for 
the students. 

Thank you to all the students who supported our Open 
Evening and Open Mornings, the school was alive with 
activities and there was lots of positive feedback about 
our students and how well they represented the school.

All students have received House Points for their 
contribution to the school community but the following 
students have received a special mention following 
feedback from parents during the evening. Well done 
Ashton Walker Year 8, Scott Burgess and Theo Nobbs 
Year 12 – your contribution has been recognised with a 
Headteacher Commendation.

‘We have just returned from your open evening, and I 
wanted to express how very impressed we were.’

‘What a beautiful school. Your pupils were amazing tour 
guides, and staff were friendly/inviting and informative.’ 

‘I would like to mention your new head of RE-she 
was a total breath of fresh air! Her knowledge and 
understanding for how the subject should be taught now, 
blew me away. Often a subject pushed to the sidelines, 
and considered dull for many. I have no links to the 
school whatsoever, but I couldn’t not email after this 
evenings visit.’ 

‘You should all be very proud, Our tour guides last night 
were absolutely fantastic; Aston Year 8 and Scott Year 
12.’

‘My son is extremely timid and not one for strolling 
into classrooms and trying activities so having such 
enthusiastic, engaging and positive guides was just what 
he needed.’

‘Hi there, thanks for a great open evening - everyone was 
very friendly and welcoming. My son Peter especially 
enjoyed playing football and the science experiments and 
computer game demos.’

‘I’d like to say a big thank you to the lower sixth former 
who showed us around - I can’t recall his name (Theo 
Nobbs) but he was sports personality last year and he 
was wearing a blue suit. He was incredibly polite, kind 
and engaged so well with my son. He waited patiently for 
us at each point of the tour, even staying late while we 
spoke to the SEN team to show us back to the car park, 
and held doors open and generally was a great advocate 
for your school.’ 

Mrs J Clift 
Assistant Headteacher

The new Winter menu will be available in the school 
Canteen after the October half term. You can view the 
menu online: https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/school-
meals-service 
 
Breakfast is also available in the canteen everyday from 
8am.

  Open Evening Feedback

from

FREE gardening

equipment
Help us get

for our school

Wheelbarrows

Watering Cans
Plant Pots

Aprons

Seeds

Trowels  
& Spades

Download the MyMorrisons app today  
and start collecting Gr ow Tokens for our school

Majority of stores and online. Minimum spend. Conditions and exclusions apply. itsgoodtogrow.co.uk/terms

  It’s Good To Grow

  Canteen

 

Breakfast 
available from 8am 

every day 
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• 5th September 2022 - All year groups return to school
• 24th October 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st December 2022 - Last Day of Term 

Spring Term 2023
• 5th January 2023 - Occasional Day - School Closed
• 6th January 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 9th January 2023 - Term starts for all year groups 
• 13th February 2023 - Half Term Week
• 24th February 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 31st March 2023 - Last Day of Term 

Summer Term 2023
• 17th April 2023 - Term starts for all year groups
• 1st May 2023 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 29th May 2023 - Half Term Week
• 19th July 2023 - Last Day of Term 

A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

 

 

 
We have been advised of a case of head lice within the 
school. 

Please routinely check your child’s hair and treat it 
as necessary. There is no need to buy expensive 
treatments, advice from the NHS is as follows:

Treat head lice as soon as you spot them.

You should check and treat everyone in the house and 
start treating anyone who has head lice on the same day. 
There’s no need to keep your child off school if they have 
head lice.

Wet combing 
Lice and nits can be removed by wet combing. You 
should try this method first. You can buy a special 
fine-toothed comb (detection comb) online or from 
pharmacies to remove head lice and nits.

• Wash hair with ordinary shampoo
• Apply lots of conditioner (any conditioner will do)
• Comb the whole head of hair, from the roots to the 

ends
• It usually takes about 10 minutes to comb short hair, 

and 20 to 30 minutes for long, frizzy or curly hair.
• Do wet combing on days 1, 5, 9 and 13 to catch any 

newly hatched head lice. Check again that everyone’s 
hair is free of lice on day 17.

Autumn Term 2021
• 25th October 2021 - Half Term Week
• 26th November 2021 - Occasional Day - School Closed
• 17th December 2021 - Last Day of Term 

Spring Term 2022
• 5th January 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 14th February 2022 - Half Term Week
• 25th February 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 1st April 2022 - Last Day of Term
 
Summer Term 2022
• 19th April 2022 - Term starts for all year groups
• 2nd May 2022 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 30th May 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st July 2022 - Last Day of Term

2022/23 Term Dates
Autumn Term 2022
• 1st September 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 2nd September 2022 - Term starts for Years 7 and 12 

only

  Head Lice

  Term Dates

Hegarty
Homework 

Club

Every 
Monday 
2.55pm –
3.25pm

In UG06 Come along and get 
help on completing your 
Hegarty homework.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Development at  
The Highfield School  

invite you to a 
LD Coffee morning 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Friday 19th November 2021 

9:00 to 10:30 in the main hall 

The Learning Development department at The Highfield School 
are holding a coffee morning for all parents and carers of  
students supported by the Learning Development team. 

The coffee morning will be an opportunity to meet with other 
parents/carers, the SENCo/Deputy SENCo and other members of 

the Learning Development team. 

 

We hope that you will join us for coffee and cake and take       
advantage of an opportunity to chat informally.   

Other refreshments will be available. 

 

Miss Wells, Mrs Wilson, Mrs Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

To book your place please contact Mrs Spires on 01462 620500 
or e-mail ldadmin@highfield.herts.sch.uk with your name and 

details of additional attendees.  

 


