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Dear parents and carers 

We have had an exciting period at The Highfield School 
with much going on. 

Last week we were the hosts of the North Herts School 
Book Awards, where we invited over 100 students from 
11 schools here to discuss the shortlisted books and 
vote for their winner. We were also lucky enough to be 
able to invite visiting author Elle McNicoll to give an 
inspiring speech about neuro-divergent representation in 
publishing- this being during neurodiversity celebration 
week, where we also shared stories from many role 
models across all society.

This week, we have invited another Highfield favourite 
to school again: Safari Stu. It is wonderful to see the 
students engaging in such an interesting activity and 
sharing their photos and videos of the various exotic 
species they were able to hold from tarantulas to snakes 
and lizards.

We have also taken part in Dance Live in High 
Wycombe. Well done to all the students involved. They 
had a wonderful day and were a credit to The Highfield 
School.

I also had the pleasure of presenting another 
Headteacher Commendation. Emma received the award 
for her outstanding work on her EPQ. 

I always say that I like to hear from parents and students 
about their achievements outside of school and this 
week received an email to say that Darcie Waller, Year 
8 recently competed at the Herts Counties Swimming 
Championships in the 50m Freestyle, 50m Backstroke 
and 100m Freestyle. She qualified for her age group 
final in the 50m Freestyle by swimming a personal best 
and finished in 6th place in the final with another PB.  
She has now qualified for the Swim England Regional 
Championships in the 50m Freestyle which are due to 
take place on 14 May at Luton. Congratulations Darcie! 
Please do let me know of any achievements that your 
children have outside of school that we can celebrate.

Finally, thank you to all those of you who have completed 
the parent survey. We are in the process of analysing the 
results and will be able to share our resulting actions and 
developments following the Easter break. 

Have a restful and enjoyable Easter break,

Warm regards,

Mrs Miles 
Headteacher

 
In February, Highfield School students Susannah, 
Isabella, Harriette and Freya attended the regional 
final of the CyberFirst Girl’s competition in Ipswich. The 
students had qualified for the event following a series 
of online challenges - 600 schools and over 8,500 
girls across the UK took part. On the day of the final, 
the students competed with other schools from across 
the East of England in a series of problem solving, 
logical thinking, coding and encryption challenges. The 
competition was fierce, but the students were victorious 
and were awarded East of England champions of 
CyberFirst Girl’s competition 2023.  

On Saturday 11th March the students were invited 
to attend the CyberFirst Girls Awards Evening at the 
Titanic Hotel in Belfast. During the day the girls visited 
the Titanic Museum and took part in a number of 
challenges including an escape room, a virtual reality 
task and an encryption problem involving locked safes.  
Several members of the National Cyber Security Centre, 
including the Chief Executive Officer, Lindy Cameron, 

  Highfield Students Crowned East of  
  England Champions

https://www.facebook.com/thehighfieldschool
https://twitter.com/highfieldschool
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Last Tuesday The Highfield School hosted the North 
Herts Schools Book Awards with students from Fearnhill, 
Knights Templar, St Christopher, St Francis, Hitchin Boys, 
Hitchin Girls, Priory, Kingshott, Nobel, St John Henry 
Newman and of course The Highfield School coming 
together for lively book discussions and voting. This was 
the tenth year since the very first event at St Francis and 
it has grown over that time with well over 100 students 
attending this year. It was fantastic to see everyone 
totally engaged in lively book talk with their peers from 
different schools. 

Our speaker this year was Elle McNicoll, the author 
of ‘A Kind of Spark’, which was one of last year’s 
winning books. Before becoming an author, Elle had 
worked for a publishing company who told her there 
was absolutely no market for books with neurodiverse 
characters. Happily, she has proved them wrong by 
writing books with neurodiverse protagonists that have 
won prizes and become best sellers around the world. 
Elle really engaged the students with her talk and during 
the question and answer session that followed. So 
many hands went up to ask about her characters, how 
she wrote, how she kept motivated and other incisive 
questions which she answered with great consideration, 
authenticity and humour. We were very lucky to have 
Next Page Books, the children’s bookshop in Hitchin 
which specialises in neurodiversity, attending the event. 
They supplied books for sale, plus other goodies such as 
badges, stickers and bookmarks, and the queue for Elle’s 
book signing went half way round the hall.

This year the winning books were: 
Younger category: ‘Fake’ by Ele Fountain, an exciting 
cyber thriller set in a future where children aren’t allowed 
to go to school with other children until they are 14.

Older category: ‘Why is Nobody Laughing?’ by Yasmin 
Rahman, which follows the story of Ibrahim, an aspiring 
stand-up comedian who is suffering from family 
pressures and panic attacks.

It was a wonderful, inspiring event and we are already 
looking out for books to include in next year’s shortlists!

A big thank you to Ms Bochnak-Sales and to the 
Premises Team for helping it all run smoothly on the day.

were present at the awards and gave inspirational 
speeches. Special guest speaker was actor Hannah 
Khalique-Brown, who has recently appeared as a 
cybersecurity analyst in the Channel 4 thriller ‘The 
Undeclared War’.

Mr Holmes, Head of Computer Science commented, 
“I’m incredibly proud of the students, they have devoted 
a huge amount of time both in the initial qualifiers and in 
the final. It was wonderful for the students to attend the 
Awards evening and be recognised for their work.”

Congratulations to the students who have been awarded 
Tutee of the Fortnight.

Year 7 Holly Vernon 
Maria-Bianca Anghel 
Sam Archell-Green 
Max Hillman

Year 8 Cleo Baker 
Isla Walker

Year 9 Ilaria Spina 
Grace Kirkham

Year 10 Kait Foreman 
Joseph Kelly 
Jamie Kazer-Roberts 
Lexi Lamont

Year 11 Gabriel Furr 
Molly Dear 
Alpha Jallow

Sixth Form Elliot Clifford 
Joe Davidson 
Lola-Anne Gray

Congratulations everyone!

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher 

 

  Tutee Of The Fortnight

  North Herts School Book Awards
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Sparx Maths: 
Sparx Maths is our online homework platform; for each 
homework task and any independent work students 
complete they will gain XP points. As we are now 
over halfway through the year we would like to take 
this opportunity to celebrate our students success. A 
particular mention goes to Rox Tomlin who has over 
90,000 XP points and is currently on level 12 - well done! 
Students will have received certificates to celebrate their 
mid-year success and we will look to do another round of 
certificates at the end of the year. Keep encouraging your 
child to work on boosting their XP points! 

Name Level XP Points
Rox Tomlin 12 93,732

Alex Bennetto 9 29,986

Sophie Money 7 67,078

Harriette Plant 3 21,793

Kseniya Pikarevska 3 16,395

Olivia Gudgeon 3 16,395

Mary Huckett 2 17,023

Bernice Lam 2 18,093

Adrian Sonander 2 22,503

Cherise Atwal 2 17,419

Lucy Owen 2 10,754

Sapphire Phillips 2 18,841

Maya Henderson 2 21,223

Baptiste Campos 2 21,794

Lyla Dear 2 21,685

James Ellis-King 2 23,377

Holly Vernon 2 24,177

Freya Cumins 2 21,612

Hanna Peresunko 2 25,876

Lahnia Brown 2 21,931

Leo Mitchell 2 11,646

Lizzy Stevenson 2 13,744

Ria Juneja 2 19,323

Clari Sonander 2 22,090

Laviru Ranadeera 2 21,398

Agata Zinchenko 2 16,604

World Maths Day 
Wednesday 8th March, saw all of our students in 
Years 7, 8 and 9 participating in the World Maths Day 
Challenge. Students were greeted with the classic game 
of ‘play your cards right’ but were looking at numbers in 
different languages. They then went on to complete a 
maths challenge where they competed against over 10 
million students across the world in some timed maths 
challenges! 

Here is an individual breakdown for each year groups top 
3 students. Well done to you all and a massive thank you 
to Mr Whelan for organising the event!

To support our families with the current cost of living, we 
want to provide affordable outfits for the Year 11 Prom 
and Sixth Form Ball. If you have any donations of good 
quality prom dresses, suits, trousers or shirts please 
bring these to the front office. 

Thank you to Mrs Edwards for organising this wonderful 
initiative for our families. If you have any questions 
please email Mrs Edwards: andreaedwards@highfield.
herts.sch.uk

Please view the poster at the back of this newsletter for 
more information.

Our English Language A-Level students attended 
The English and Media Centre English Language 
Conference in London on Tuesday 21st March 2023. It 
was a wonderful event, with 5 speakers covering topical 
language issues. We heard from Dr Jessica Norledge 
(University of Nottingham) about conceptual metaphors, 
Dr Chris Montgomery (University of Sheffield) on the 
salient sounds of northern accents, Dr Claire Hardaker 
(Lancaster University) on how linguists help solve crime 
using Forensic Corpus Linguistics, Dr Emma Byrne (a 
computational neuroscientist) on the power of swearing 
and we met the national treasure Michael Rosen who 
showed us the limitations of Standard British English. 

The students and staff always enjoy these conferences 
which enrich our studies of linguistics at A-Level and also 
open up the options for further academic studies. Thank 
you for such great trip!

Miss Ashton and Ms Bochnak-Sales  
Teacher of English and Head of English

  Maths News  Prom Dress/Suit Donations

  A-Level English Language Conference
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On Monday, students representing The Highfield 
School from Years 7 and 9 took part in the Dance Live 
competition. They gave an outstanding performance with 
choreography based on Stranger Things.   

A huge thank you to Mrs Foster, all performers and the 
parent/carers who have been involved and also attended 
the performance.

Well done – it was a great performance from Highfield 
students! 

Mr J Golds 
Head of Sixth Form

Please be advised that there will be no change to 
Wisepay payments for Herts Catering top ups, but all 
other items will be suspended from Friday 24th March 
until the new school term (Monday 17th April). 

This is to allow the Finance department to calculate the 
end of year figures. Wisepay will be available again at the 
start of the summer term.  

Thank you, 

The Finance Department

Please be reminded that a free breakfast is available to 
all students in the canteen from 7.50am-8.20am every 
day. We have toast, jam, a selection of cereals, bagels 
and cereal bars. Students can help themselves to one of 
the options. Students can stay and chat with friends, read 
or use their iPad. 

We would love to see them there!

Year Name School 
Rank

Country 
Rank

World 
Rank

7 Emily Clark 1st 1384th 4392nd

7 Olivia Barns 2nd 2023rd 6728th

7 Paige Williams 3rd 2492nd 7519th

8 George Evans 1st 140th 640th

8 Lucy Padgett 2nd 670th 2619th

8 Isla Thomas 3rd 776th 2961st

9 Sophie Harvey 1st 325th 1433rd

9 Harry Wright 2nd 595th 2389th

9 Katie Wright 3rd 886th 3362nd

 The Maths Team

Important - Year 10 
Work Experience
All students 
should now have a 
placement organised for work experience week 24-28th 
April 2023. 

If your child has not yet organised a placement then they 
should speak to their Tutor or Mr Clark immediately.  

Next steps: 
• If your child has been issued a placement through 

Link2+, please return the paperwork via email to 
gillianjemetta@highfield.herts.sch.uk or to the front 
office.

• If your child has a placement through the Link2+ 
database, they should contact their employer at least 
3 weeks prior to their work experience to introduce 
themselves and arrange an interview if required.

National Apprenticeship Week Survey
If you haven’t had a chance to complete the National 
Apprenticeship Week survey yet - the survey will be open 
until the end of March.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/highfield-23

Mrs K Hutton  
Assistant Headteacher

 
We have added a resource pack on coping with exam 
stress and worry onto the school website. 

Please do take time to look at the pack and share the 
strategies and hints and tips with your child. 

Click here to view the resource pack.

Mrs J Clift 
Assistant Headteacher

  Wisepay Transactions

  Free Breakfast 

  Coping With Exam Stress

  Careers Update

  Dance Live

https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/emotional-health-and-wellbeing
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Summer Term 2024
• 15th April 2024 - Term starts for all year groups
• 6th May 2024 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 27th May 2024 - Half Term Week
• 23rd July 2024 - Last Day of Term - Early Close

A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

Please can you remind your child to bring a reusable 
water bottle into school each day. Water bottles can be 
filled up at one of the water 
stations which are located 
around the school.

• 28th March  - Year 7 Parents’ Evening
• 29th March - Evening of Dance
• 31st March - End of Term - Early Close
• 17th April - Term starts
• 19th April - GCSE and A-Level Music Moderation 

Morning
•  21st - 23rd April - DofE Practice Expedition 

2022/23 Term Dates 
Spring Term 2023
• 31st March 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close 

Summer Term 2023
• 17th April 2023 - Term starts for all year groups
• 1st May 2023 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 8th May 2023 - King’s Coronation Bank Holiday
• 29th May 2023 - Half Term Week
• 19th July 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close
 
2023/2024 Term Dates
Autumn Term 2023
• 1st September 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 4th September 2023 - INSET Day - No Students 

Please
• 5th September 2023 - Term starts for Years 7 and 12 
• 6th September 2023 - Term starts for all year groups
• 23rd October 2023 - Half Term Week
• 24th November 2023 - Occasional Day
• 20th December 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close

Spring Term 2024
• 5th January 2024 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 8th January 2024 - Term starts for all year groups
• 19th February 2024 - Half Term Week
• 1st March 2024 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 28th March 2024 - Last Day of Term - Early Close

  Term Dates

  Water Bottle Reminder

  Upcoming Calendar Dates

https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar


OPEN DAYFIRE  STATION
FIRE  STATION

29TH APRIL 2023

11AM - 2PM

HERTFORDSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE

WORKING TO PROTECT. ACTING TO  SAVE.

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/fire

Free breakfast
available to
all students

every day
7.50am-8.20am in the canteen




