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Dear parents and carers 
I hope that you had a lovely half term break.

Once again, we have been celebrating successes, the 
week before half term and during this week I have seen 
many more students for Headteacher Commendations. 
Mrs Ranford has shared in this newsletter the outstanding 
successes of our Year 10 students in the UK Maths 
Challenge. Particular congratulations go to Sam, Mary 
and Adrian who all achieved Gold in the Challenge. As the 
highest scoring pupil in the school, Sam will now be sitting 
the further national competition in March. Good luck Sam!

In addition, following our Hustings, we have our final four 
Head Student contenders and will soon be able share the 
final team. That said, all applicants were highly impressive 
and have put us in the position where we can look to 
expand the team with some additional roles. Those we will 
also share soon.

The week prior to half term included Online Safety Day. 
That week, as well as a parent session, Mrs Clift gave 
assemblies to all students on being critical and discerning 
online consumers, with a particular focus on ‘Influencers.’ 
In light of this and concern nationally about the impact of 
the ideology behind influencers, such as Andrew Tate, later 
this half term we will be continuing and revisiting that work 
through PSHE with age appropriate lessons. I am sure it 
is also a subject of discussion in many homes and so we 
thought you may find a recent article published to advise 
parents on speaking to children about such a challenging 
topic at home. This article can be found here. You may 
also find our regular updates on social media and in the 
newsletter, around specific apps, helpful in supporting your 
child to be safe online.

Finally, you will shortly be receiving a letter sent out 
regarding UniFrog, our online careers platform. Please do 
take the time to read the letter so that you and your child 
can make the most out of this great application, whether 
that is exploring career options, university, fostering 
aspiration or even evaluating how they are enriching their 
school experience beyond the classroom and encouraging 
them to take up the opportunities made available to them.

Warm regards,

Mrs Miles 
Headteacher

We are delighted to announce the winner and runners 
up for The Highfield School School Community Award 
poster competition. 

Congratulations to Nyah in Year 7, pictured below with 
her winning entry. 

 
Congratulations also to our runners up; Sade and Olivia  
for their entries. 

All winners recieved four cinema tickets to The Broadway 
Cinema, which were kindly donated by the Heritage 
Foundation.

Voting will open next week for nominations of any 
students that go above and beyond in our local 
community. A link for all parents and carers to nominate 
will be avaliable on our school website and in the next 
edition of our newsletter. 

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher

  The Highfield School  
  Community Awards Poster

https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/harmful-content-andrew-tate/
https://www.facebook.com/thehighfieldschool
https://twitter.com/highfieldschool
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Mr A Holmes 
Head of Computing

The Great Highfield Bake-off 2023 was a huge success. 
We received some very impressive entries which 
included cakes of all kinds. Many of the recipes and 
designs reflected the students house namesakes from 
colour, nationality and profession and great time and 
detail was clearly taken in all these entries. From these 
entries 8 finalist were chosen to complete in a timed 
bake-off held on 8th February. These students were 
asked to bake the same cupcake recipe then decorate 
as they would like all within 1 hour and 20min. They 
were then judged by their House Captains who happily 
devoured and meticulously scrutinized the dozen 
cupcakes presented. Esmee from Franklin House and 
Saffron-Rose from Hawking House were pronounced 
Star Bakers of The Great Highfield Bake-off 2023! 

All Finalists received an engraved wooden spoon and 
a certificate and all entries to the competition received 
House Points. 

Thanks to all who supported and participated in this 
event. 

Congratulations to the students who have been awarded 
Tutee of the Fortnight.

Year 7 Amelia Driver 
Ellie Fuller 
Amelia Thomas 
Baptiste Campos 
Ishar Bachra

Year 8 Chester Geaves 
Gracie-Louise Hughson 
Olivia Rook 
Kyla Gentle 
Bibi Nicholson 
Lucy Padgett

Year 9 Ollie Weatherly  
Billy Davidson 
Isaac Markovitch 
Josh Minshall

Year 10 Harley Evans 
Bridey-Marie Brinkley 
Landon Brown 
Fortune Madueke 
Evelyn Eastwick

Year 11 Jack Hurst-Muggridge 
Thomas Colbon 
Liliana Bullock 
Amy Stanton

Sixth Form Scott Burgess 
Sehj Liddar 
Jayden Bains 
Kari Oliver

Congratulations everyone!

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher 

 

On Saturday 4th February, we attended the regional 
final of the CyberFirst Girl’s competition in Ipswich.  We 
had qualified for the event following a series of online 
challenges - 600 schools across the UK took part.  On 
the day of the final, we competed with other schools from 
across the East of England in a series of problem solving, 
logical thinking, coding and encryption challenges.  The 
competition was fierce, but at the end of the final, we had 
emerged victorious!  The Highfield School are the East 
of England champions of CyberFirst Girl’s competition 
2023!  

The girls Susannah, Isabella, Harriette and Freya 
devoted a huge amount of time both in the initial 
qualifiers, but also on the day itself and were ably 
supported throughout by Lily and Katie, two of our Sixth 
Form computer scientists.

We now look forward to the awards evening at the Titanic 
Hotel in Belfast!

  Tutee Of The Fortnight

  CyberFirst Girls Competition

  The Great Highfield Bake-Off
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Just before the half term Miss Ranford’s Year 10 class 
were entered for the UKMT challenge. The UKMT 
challenge is national maths challenge where our most 
able Mathematicians are put to the test with some tricky 
maths questions against the clock. Here is an example of 
one for you to try ... 

The day before the day before yesterday was two days 
after the day before my birthday. Today is Thursday. On 
what day was my birthday?

We would like to congratulate the following students who 
achieved the following awards and a special mention to 
go to Sam Money, who was our Best in School and will 
now have the chance to go to the next set of challenges. 
We wish him the best of luck in the next round and a 
massive congratulations to all who took part!

Sam Money - Gold 
Mary Huckett - Gold 
Adrian Sonander - Gold 
Sasha Daniels - Silver 
Bernice Lam - Silver 
Finley Bowes - Silver 
Ethan Flynn - Silver 
Grace Hart - Bronze 
Lucy Delaney - Bronze 
Taryn Roberts - Bronze 
Lyra Huckle - Bronze 
Oscar Davies - Bronze 
Matilda Singleton - Bronze

The Highfield Maths Team

National Apprenticeship Week Survey
Our school is a member of the Hertfordshire Careers 
Hub and one of their key strategic objectives is to help 
promote Apprenticeships and Technical and Vocational 
routes. This is now the fifth year that this survey has been 
commissioned and we would be very grateful if you could 
complete this short digital survey to share your thoughts 
based on your eldest school-aged child. 

As one of the key influencers in a young person’s 
decision-making journey, it is important that we can help 
you to feel confident in helping and supporting your child 
to explore the many options that are available beyond 
school.

By completing this survey, you are contributing towards 
the development of the Hertfordshire Apprenticeships 
Strategy, helping to secure funding to better support your 
child’s school and providing important insights to be used 
both at an individual school and county-wide level.  If 
you would like more information, please visit the HOP 
website.

This survey is being conducted by Amazing 
Apprenticeships on behalf of Hertfordshire LEP and 
Hertfordshire Careers Hub. All responses will be kept 

On 22nd February 2023 we had the great pleasure of 
taking 45 Year 10 and Year 11 students to The Richmond 
Theatre in London to see “Blood Brothers” which is a 
set text in English and Drama GCSEs. The students had 
a wonderful time and their behaviour, engagement and 
manners were commented on by many members of the 
public. Our seats were great – very close to the stage. 
We got to see the actors’ tears, their emotions and see 
them using their bodies to bring the characters to life. We 
all jumped a bit when the guns went off at the end and 
some got the surprise of “the police” running past them in 
the auditorium.

A big thank you to all our lovely students and to Mrs 
Ashton, Mrs Clift, Mr Kemp, Mrs Toon, Ms Koostra and 
Mrs Van Giap for giving up their free time to facilitate this 
great trip!

Ms M Bochnak-Sales 
Head of English

  Blood Brothers

  UKMT Challenge

  Careers Update

https://www.hopinto.co.uk/
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2022/23 Term Dates 
Spring Term 2023
• 24th February 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 31st March 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close 

Summer Term 2023
• 17th April 2023 - Term starts for all year groups
• 1st May 2023 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 8th May 2023 - King’s Coronation Bank Holiday
• 29th May 2023 - Half Term Week
• 19th July 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close
 
2023/2024 Term Dates
Autumn Term 2023
• 1st September 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 4th September 2023 - INSET Day - No Students 

Please
• 5th September 2023 - Term starts for Years 7 and 12 
• 6th September 2023 - Term starts for all year groups
• 23rd October 2023 - Half Term Week
• 24th November 2023 - Occasional Day
• 20th December 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close

Spring Term 2024
• 5th January 2024 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 8th January 2024 - Term starts for all year groups
• 19th February 2024 - Half Term Week
• 1st March 2024 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 28th March 2024 - Last Day of Term - Early Close

Summer Term 2024
• 15th April 2024 - Term starts for all year groups
• 6th May 2024 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 27th May 2024 - Half Term Week
• 23rd July 2024 - Last Day of Term - Early Close

A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

confidential, and your details or individual responses 
will not be shared with any other parties. We would like 
to ask for your help in completing this short survey, so 
we can better understand the views and support needs 
of parents and carers regarding apprenticeships and 
technical education for your child. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/highfield-23

Mrs K Hutton  
Assistant Headteacher

A free breakfast is available to all students in the canteen 
from 7.50am-8.20am every day. We have toast, jam, a 
selection of cereals, bagels and cereal bars. Students 
can help themselves to one of the options. Students can 
stay and chat with friends, read or use their iPad. 

We would love to see them there!

• 27th February - 1st March  - Year 11 Mock Exams
• 28th February - Year 13 Student Finance Information 

Evening
• 2nd March - World Book Day
• 7th March - Year 10 Progress Breakfast
• 10th March - Stratford A-Level Geography Field Trip

  Free Breakfast

Free breakfast
available to
all students

every day
7.50am-8.20am in the canteen

  Upcoming Calendar Dates

  Term Dates

https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar


Student Travel 
Do you or your child travel to University, College or School by bus? If so, we’ve got 
the perfect solution!  

Arriva Student and Child Saver tickets are valid for anyone in full time education and, 
is a cost effective and flexible way of paying for travel costs. 

Unlimited Travel - You’ll get unlimited access to travel on any Arriva bus, at any 
time, across all routes in your chosen area. 

No Restrictions - The Saver tickets will cover your travel to and from University, 
School or College, evenings, weekends and throughout the holidays too at any time 
of the day.  

Flexible Payments - Arriva’s Direct Debit scheme allows you to spread the cost of 
your ticket over affordable monthly payments. It’s an easy way to pay for travel and 
there’s no contract involved, making it an ideal way to get reduced bus travel for the 
whole Academic year, without paying upfront. 

Sign up in advance – Either set your direct debit a future date for when you need 
the ticket or, you can start your ticket now to get used to the local bus routes 

Plan your journey – Please use our ‘Plan a journey’ tool on our website to work out 
which bus you require or, download our app on the Apple Store or Google Play 

It’s a simple process to apply, to arrange your Direct Debit please visit the website 
below and, select the region the school, college or university is in 

www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets 
 

Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or sent to 
your mobile phone, so you won’t have to worry about paying every time you board 

the bus. 

This ticket will rollover every month for as long as the direct debit remains active. 

For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk 

*Our tickets do not cover Arriva London/TFL routes  








