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Dear parents and carers

I am sure you have seen on our Facebook and Twitter 
pages this week that there has been much going on over 
the past fortnight. Our sports teams have been hugely 
successful including an incredible 11-0 win against 
Fearnhill in football and winning no less than 10 medals 
in the recent swimming gala! A huge congratulations to 
all those involved. In creative arts, you may have seen 
students undertaking the Arts Award in music and drama, 
giving them an opportunity to gain an accredited award 
in Key Stage 3 and enjoy the creative arts in the process. 
Good luck and well done to all those involved in working 
towards that Award.

This week saw us conclude the democratic process of 
our Student Leadership Hustings with a whole school 
vote. Congratulations to our incoming Head Student 
Leaders Ethan and Emma and Deputy Head Student 
Leaders Lola and Katie. At the same time, I would like to 
thank our outgoing team: Head Student Leaders Felicity 
and Josh and Deputies Simran, Neve and Ellie-Jade for 
their leadership and contributions over the past year. 
Whilst they are handing over the mantle, they are going 
to be finishing the process of leading the selection of the 
new houses - a very fitting legacy for them indeed.

Finally, I would like to thank you all for the support you 
have shown in relation to our COVID mitigations. We are 
going to continue these with a view to reviewing them 
for the start of the next half term. In light of that review, 
please can we ask that you continue twice weekly testing 
both next week and over the half term period, informing 
us of any cases via our covidresults@highfield.herts.sch.
uk email address. As ever, we will update you on any 
developments and changes as appropriate.

Warm regards,

Mrs L Miles 
Headteacher

 

We have continued with our drive on embedding our 
character curriculum this half term, to raise students 
understanding of the importance of these key aspects.  
 

This week we have focused on resilience: 
‘demonstrate a growth mindset and never give up.’ 
Students have experienced Tutor Time activities and 
assemblies about the importance of this characteristic 
over the last week in order to emphasise how it can help 
them to be successful. Students in Year 7 learned about 
the power of Yet. This simple way to start changing to 
a growth mindset, is by the use of a little word, yet. In 
essence, the word means a realisation that some things 
are worth waiting for, and those things take work. It’s not 
always easy, but the power of this small word allows for 
success.

 

Next week our focus will be on the characteristic of being 
Engaged: ‘listens and is focused in class, tries their 
hardest’.

Tutor House Trophy 
Congratulations to all our students that currently have 
yet to receive any Behaviour Points. Over 200 students 
across the year groups have demonstrated the true 
PREPARED ethos of the school and we are very proud 
of you for this.

Year 7 currently lead the way in overall conduct 
points with over 21,000 conduct points, an amazing 
achievement. They are closely followed by Year 8 
and 9 in second and third place respectively. Year 10 
and 11 are neck-and-neck in the fight for fourth place 
currently with only 200 points separating them, with 
the Sixth Form following closely behind. As part of our 
celebrations for this, each week a different Tutor group 

  Character Curriculum And Pastoral 
  Notices
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Uniform Expectations
Finally just a polite reminder about our expectations 
regarding uniform, hair and jewellery.

• Hair must not be cut shorter than a number 2 and must 
not be coloured with any unnatural colouring. Fake 
nails, eyelashes or make up are not permitted and will 
need to be removed.

• Nose piercings are not allowed to be worn under any 
circumstances. Students may wear one stud in the 
lower lobe of each ear, a bracelet or watch, one ring 
and a necklace.

• Students in trainers will need to go to pastoral to 
borrow plimsolls until they have replaced their school 
shoes. 

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher

Please can we ask that students are dropped off away 
from the school gates. Please do not park on the yellow 
zig zags directly outside the school or block local 
residents’ driveways. This will disperse traffic and ease 
congestion on Highfield and the local roads.

We also ask that you do not park in any of the disabled 
bays unless you have a disabled badge or a specific 
arrangement with the school. We have recently had times 
when those who require the spaces have been unable to 
find one.

in each year group is awarded the house trophy for their 
achievements that week. The Heads of Year select the 
Tutor groups in what is a hotly competed contest. Tutors 
support his further with Tutees of the Fortnight which are 
outlined in this week’s edition of The Highfield News.

Punctuality
Student punctuality is something we are continuing 
to raise expectations on as it is the cornerstone of 
successful learning. Students who receive 3 or more 
lates in a week, either to school or lesson (without a 
legitimate reason from a parent notification to the school 
reception), will be issued with a 90 minute after school 
detention. Tutors will be speaking to students where 
we have concerns and will be calling home is some 
instances to discuss our concerns. The information below 
outlines what the impact of being late can have on a 
student’s progress.

 

 
 
Attendance
Here at The Highfield school we take school attendance 
very seriously as we know the impact that poor 
attendance can have on your child’s progress and 
development.

If a child of compulsory school age is registered at 
a school it is essential that they attend their school 
regularly and maintain a pattern of good attendance 
throughout their school career. Excellent attendance at 
school is important to allow a child or young person to 
fulfil their potential. The schools target for attendance is 
95% for all our students.

Once a students attendance drops below 95%, it is 
compulsory that medical evidence is provided for 
authorisation of any absence going forwards. Without 
this evidence we will not be able to authorise your child’s 
days out of school. 

  Considerate Parking Reminder
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Congratulations to The Highfield School swim team who 
took part in the swimming gala this week. We had some 
fantastic performances including 1 Gold, 6 Silvers and 3 
Bronze medals. 

A special mention goes out to the junior girls’ team (Year 
7 and 8) who finished in 2nd place.

 
Ms H Cheal  
Second in PE

 
In February and March, Herts for Learning are running 
a number of GCSE Maths remote revision sessions for 
students. 

A list of these sessions and details of how to book are 
located at the back of the newsletter. 

Mrs A Ranford 
Head of Mathematics

There have been some additions to the lunchtime and 
after school clubs. An updated list is at the back of the 
newsletter. Please share this with your child(ren) and 
encourage them to sign up.

Mrs K Hutton 
Head of English

Congratulations to all the students who have been 
nominated by their Tutors.

Year Name
7 Daniella Smith

7 Darcie Waller

7 Macy Thompson

7 Ruby Doherty

7 Spreet Dyal

8 Gracie Shaffert

8 Milly Stanton

8 Katie Millhouse

8 Ben Colbon

9 Keanu Foreman

9 Harley Evans

9 Evelyn Eastwick

9 Lennon Scott

9 Alice Turner Vincent

9 Morgan Waller

9 Jamie Armstrong

10 Jack Hurst-Muggridge

10 Matthew Herron

10 Margaret Osei

10 Omari Jones

11 Emily Ireland

11 River Moon

11 Justin Brown

11 Sammy Stewart

11 Jack Draper

11 Alice Freeman

Sixth Form Cordeillia Taylor

Sixth Form Alice Gore

Sixth Form Suleiman Ahmed

Sixth Form Katie Albon

Sixth Form Matty Bellamy

Sixth Form Karina Singh

 
Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher 

Thank you to everyone who has completed their 
payment.

A polite reminder to those parents with outstanding 
balances, that these should be settled by return. 

This is an opportunity for students from the Learning Development 
Department to work on their homework and have the support of 
Teaching Assistants to work with them, if needed. 
Students are welcome to come along as many days as they would 
like.

LD HOMEWORK CLUB AFTER SCHOOL

Monday to Friday, 3 – 4 pm
In HG02 (the computer room near the Library)

  Lunchtime And Afterschool Clubs

  GCSE Maths Revision Sessions

  LD Homework Club

  Swimming Gala

  iPad Digital Learning Subscription 21/22

  Tutee Of The Fortnight
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2022/23 Term Dates
Autumn Term 2022
• 1st September 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 2nd September 2022 - Term starts for Years 7 and 12 

only
• 5th September 2022 - All year groups return to school
• 24th October 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st December 2022 - Last Day of Term  

 
Spring Term 2023

• 5th January 2023 - Occasional Day - School Closed
• 6th January 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 9th January 2023 - Term starts for all year groups 
• 13th February 2023 - Half Term Week
• 24th February 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 31st March 2023 - Last Day of Term  

Summer Term 2023
• 17th April 2023 - Term starts for all year groups
• 1st May 2023 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 29th May 2023 - Half Term Week
• 19th July 2023 - Last Day of Term 
 
A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

• 7th - 11th February - Year 13 Mock Exams in the hall
• 10th February - Year 9 Virtual Parents’ Evening
• 14th - 18th February - Half Term Week
• 21st February - 4th March - Year 11 Mock Exams in the 

hall
• 21st February - Year 9 Option Choices Deadline
• 22nd February - Year 12 Virtual Parents’ Evening
• 25th February - INSET Day - No students please

Spring Term 2022
• 14th February 2022 - Half Term Week
• 25th February 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 1st April 2022 - Last Day of Term
 
Summer Term 2022
• 19th April 2022 - Term starts for all year groups
• 2nd May 2022 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 30th May 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st July 2022 - Last Day of Term
 

  Term Dates

  Upcoming Calendar Dates

https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar
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#Ask the Awkward
New resource from Thinkuknow for parents and carers of secondary age children

Talking regularly with your child about relationships and sex can help develop shared 
understanding, trust and support between you. Talk little. Talk often. Ask The Awkward.

#AskTheAwkward aims to help parents and 
carers have regular conversations with their 
children about online relationships and 
explores the importance of online spaces at 
all stages of a relationship. 

The resource includes three short films 
created in a social experiment style with 
parents and their children to capture their 
reactions to a range of questions. A set of 
help sheets give essential information on 
nine key topics, to help parents and carers 
understand more about the themes raised in 
the films. They also provide links to further 
information and conversation starters on 
each topic.

Visit thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ask-the-
awkward

‘Catfish’ A person who assumes a false 
identity or personality on the internet, 
to deceive or manipulate.


