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Dear parents and carers 

We are now reaching the point where we are going to be 
saying farewell (if only in the short term for many Year 
11’s) to our Year 11 and Year 13 students. This is always 
a bittersweet moment in the school year as we look on, 
with pride, at the achievements they have had and yet feel 
sadness at saying goodbye. We are all looking forward 
to being able to mark the occasion with our leavers 
assemblies and of course the Sixth Form May Ball, this 
evening.

For you too, as parents/carers, it is the time where you 
will be considering how to best continue to support your 
child through a challenging, yet hopefully fulfilling, part of 
their education. As a parent of a child in Year 11 myself, 
I find that directly involving myself in her learning: asking 
questions about topics (using her notes), testing her 
knowledge of quotations or even helping her to write a 
revision timetable has really helped. Indirectly, we can 
encourage and provide them with a quiet place to work. 
I would like to thank you all for your support during this 
period.

This week, I had a conversation with some Year 9 girls 
around their start to the term. They were passionate and 
excited in their response, telling me that they felt they had 
so much to look forward to in school this term. That was 
warming to hear and I agree, I too love the summer term: 
the sun is out, students are able to get more fresh air and 
we have begun an upgrade to outside areas to ensure 
that there are more areas for students to enjoy their time 
outside at lunch and break. We have currently had a muddy 
area reformed by astroturf that the students are able to 
sit and enjoy the sun shine in, and over the summer term 
and holidays we will be installing further covered areas, 
tables/seating and a catering pod. This is much anticipated 
by the students who have expressed that the canteen is 
too busy and that they would like more covered areas to 
eat and socialise in at lunch. We look forward to further 
developments in these areas and sharing them with you.

Equally, the summer term brings a change in opportunities 
for the students. Students are excited for sports day, trips 
and the many opportunities for extracurricular clubs that 
are available. They are detailed later in this newsletter and I 
would ask that you encourage your child to attend these as 
part of their holistic experience of education.

I wish you a restful and sunny weekend.

Mrs L Miles 
Headteacher

Thank you to everyone who has supported our students 
by visiting their A-Level Art Exhibition at the Broadway 
Gallery. The exhibition runs until 8th May so there is still 
time to visit. 

Here are some photos for you to enjoy.

  A-Level Art Exhibition Showcase

https://www.facebook.com/thehighfieldschool
https://twitter.com/highfieldschool
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Attendance and Punctuality
We are continuing to raise our expectations regarding 
student attendance and in particular punctuality. Below 
are some key statistics that you may find interesting:

• There are only 40 teaching weeks in the school year; 
there are 12 weeks of holiday.  

• Missing six days every term of every year is the same 
as missing one whole school year.

• 95% attendance sounds good, but means that your 
child is taking one day off a month.

• In Hertfordshire, parents can be issued with a fixed 
penalty notice of up to £100 per parent if a child has 
more than 10.5 days unauthorised absence in any one 
term.

 
The responsibility for deciding whether an absence 
is authorised or not authorised is the Headteacher’s.  
Providing an explanation for your child’s absence does 
not automatically constitute an ‘authorisation’ for this 
absence. Headteachers are not able to authorise term 
time holiday.

Punctuality also plays a huge role in your child’s 
attendance. It is important to note that if your child is 
late to school and it is more than 30 minutes after the 
registers are taken in morning or afternoon registration, 
then your child will be logged with a ‘U’ code. This 
code means that the absence is unauthorised and will 
go against your child’s overall school attendance. Any 
unavoidable lateness must be reported to the school via 
the absence email (absence@highfield.herts.sch.uk).

Character curriculum
This week we have been talking to students about the 
character trait of ‘Enthusiasm’. All students at Highfield 
are encouraged to have a positive outlook towards their 
studies and be willing to try their best. Tutors will be 
doing some work with students in registration across the 
next two weeks, as well as assemblies having a focus on 
the importance of having a positive and ambitious outlook 
towards both school and their lives in general.

Parent/Carer Survey
We value your input as parents and carers and following 
a more ‘normal’ year than the last, we have reverted to 
our traditional parent/carer survey.

Please find below the link to the survey. We would 
encourage you to complete the survey as your views 
really matter to us.

https://forms.gle/Wg8Vz3NKoSJyuLBw7

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher

Mr R Burton 
Teacher of ADT

Congratulations to all the students who have been 
nominated by their Tutors.

Year Name
7 Kyla Gentle

7 Emy Anderson

7 Sophie Money

7 Laila York-Musk

8 CY Chan

8 Benjamin Colbon

9 Jude Davies

9 Jacob Sitarek

9 Alexander Lee

9 Sam Money

9 Jemima Baldwin

9 Raphael Amaechi

9 Emily Frost

10 Scott Vincent

10 Dominika Krych-Pietowski

10 Alex Schofield

10 Einar Perry

10 Joe Bell

Sixth Form Leoni steele

Sixth Form Louie Shrimpton

Sixth Form Juanita Donkor Mensah

Sixth Form Arndre Haynes

Sixth Form Alice Gore

 
Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher

  Tutee Of The Fortnight

  Pastoral Updates

https://forms.gle/Wg8Vz3NKoSJyuLBw7
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As we head into the nicer weather, Herts County Council 
have asked us to make you aware of Ticks as they 
become more prevelant. Here are some Tick facts and 
advice that will enable you to enjoy the outdoor’s safely. 

1. What is a tick?  
Ticks are small, spider-like creatures that feed on the 
blood of animals, including people. 

2. Where do you find ticks?  
Ticks live in many habitats but prefer moist areas with 
leaf litter or longer grass, like in woodland, grassland, 
moorland, heathland and some urban parks and gardens. 
They wait on vegetation for a host to pass by, and then 
climb on. They bite and attach to the skin and feed on 
blood for several days, before dropping off. Ticks are 
found throughout the year, but are most active between 
spring and autumn

3. How to avoid ticks 
Walk on clearly defined paths to avoid brushing against 
vegetation. Wear light-coloured clothes so ticks can be 
spotted and brushed off, use repellents such as DEET 
and carry out a tick check.

4. How to do a tick check 
Check clothes and body regularly for ticks when outdoors 
and when you get home. Areas that ticks may frequently 
be found include skin folds, armpits, groin, waistband 
area, back of the neck and hairline. Adults are commonly 
bitten on the legs and children are commonly bitten on 
the head or neck area. 

5. What to do if you have been bitten? 
Remove ticks as soon as possible by using a pair of 
fine-tipped tweezers or a tick removal tool. Grasp the tick 
as close to the skin as possible and pull upwards slowly 
and firmly. Clean the bite area and monitor it for several 
weeks for any changes. Ticks can transmit bacteria that 
cause diseases such as Lyme disease. Contact your 
GP promptly if you feel unwell with flu-like symptoms 
or Develop a spreading circular red rash - tell them 
you were bitten by a tick or have recently spent time 
outdoors.

• 11th May - Art and Photography Moderation A-Level
• 16th-17th May - Public Examinations begin
• 16th-17th May - Year 12 Photography Mock Exam
• 18th May - Year 12 Elevate Session
• 18th -19th May - Year 12 Graphics Mock Exam
• 20th May - Last day for Year 13

A polite reminder to please ensure that your child has 
the following pieces of equipment in order to succeed in 
meeting their learning objectives: 

• Pen 
• Pencil
• Ruler
• Compass
• Protractor
• Scientific calculator
• Charged iPad
 
For many of the topics we are covering in maths this half 
term it is imperative that your child has this equipment. 
Equipment (with the exception of the calculator) can be 
purchased from the finance office. 

Miss A Ranford 
Head of Maths

On Friday 29th April the Human Rights Watch Group 
organised an afternoon tea for staff with proceeds going 
to support people from Ukraine to help them in their 
continuing struggle. The variety of cakes that the group 
made were amazing, delicious and delectable! The event 
was well attended and raised £100. We would like to 
thank the staff members who attended and supported 
this event and look forward to organising other events 
through the summer term to raise awareness of the work 
that the group do to illustrate the need to uphold human 
rights for all. 

The Human Rights Watch group meet every Tuesday 
lunchtime in P106. 

Mrs C Pawlaczek 
Head of Religious and Personal Studies

  Human Rights Watch - Extra-curricular 
  Club

  Equipment Reminder

  Upcoming Calendar Dates

  Tick Awareness
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Summer Term 2022
• 30th May 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st July 2022 - Last Day of Term - Early Close
 
2022/23 Term Dates
Autumn Term 2022
• 1st September 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 2nd September 2022 - Term starts for Years 7 and 12 

only
• 5th September 2022 - All year groups return to school
• 24th October 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st December 2022 - Last Day of Term - Early Close 

• Spring Term 2023
• 5th January 2023 - Occasional Day - School Closed
• 6th January 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 9th January 2023 - Term starts for all year groups 
• 13th February 2023 - Half Term Week
• 24th February 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 31st March 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close 

Summer Term 2023
• 17th April 2023 - Term starts for all year groups
• 1st May 2023 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 29th May 2023 - Half Term Week
• 19th July 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close
 
A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

  Term Dates

https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar


 

 

 

 

Summer Term 2022 
DAY LUNCHTIME  AFTER SCHOOL 3pm-4pm 

MONDAY 
 

Year 7/8/9 Dance ALD  
Year 7/8 Basketball SPN 

 

Year 7/8/9/10 Rounder’s FSR/LTE 
Year 7/8/9/10 Cricket KMP/LDL 

TUESDAY 
 

Year 7/8 week 1 - Badminton LTE 
Year 9/10 week 2 – Badminton LTE  

Department Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

Indoor Football  
week 1 – 9/10  

week 2 – 7/8 LDL 

Athletics – KMP/LDL/CEL 
Tennis – SPN/LTE 

THURSDAY 
 

Athletics throw/jump LDL/KMP  
 

Girls Cricket CEL 
 
 

FRIDAY 
 

GCSE PE practical Interventions Year 10 
(SPN/KMP) 

 

 



Herts for Learning (HfL) is a provider of products and services to schools and educational settings. We believe that every 
young person, through access to a great education, should be able to realise their potential, regardless of where they live or 
their circumstances.

HAVE YOUR SAY!
Parent and Carer Online Forum Thursday 19th May 5.30 – 6.45pm

What do you think about Black 
History Month and why?

What activities and events would you like 
to see happening during Black History 
Month in Hertfordshire?

Do you have any suggestions for 
your child’s school?

Do you know any organisations or people 
willing to stage an event for Black History 
Month in Hertfordshire 2022?

Are you involved in Black History Month in 
your child’s school or in your workplace?

How is Black History Month celebrated 
in your child’s school?

This event will be hosted by HfL Wellbeing and Race Equality 
Advisers who are particularly keen to listen to parents and 
carers who are and/or have children from Black and mixed 
heritage backgrounds. They want to hear direct experiences, 
find out what is working well and hear suggestions about where 
improvements could be made. They hope to welcome voices 
from early years settings, primary and secondary schools, as 
well as sixth form colleges. 

HfL Wellbeing and Race Equality Advisers will lead and facilitate 
the discussions, ensuring that the forum is a safe space where 
everyone who is willing to share will be heard and respected.  

Feedback from this event will be used by the team to provide 
further free resources and support to maintained schools in 
Hertfordshire to celebrate Black History Month in October 2022 
and beyond.

Join parents and carers from schools around Hertfordshire at this free online event run by Herts for 
Learning (HfL) to express your views about celebrating Black History Month.  

To register to attend this free online event, please visit 
Livestorm/herts-for-learning/black-history-month-forum  

Thursday 19th May 2022, 5.30 – 6.45pm 
Logon at 5.20pm

For more information, please contact the HfL Events team 
at training@hertsforlearning.co.uk or call 01438 544477.

hertsforlearning.co.uk

How do you think schools 
should be celebrating Black 

History Month?


