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Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been wonderful to welcome our students back to 
school. Their enthusiasm and excitement at seeing their 
friends and teachers alike, has been truly infectious and 
has contributed to a brilliant atmosphere around the 
school. I would also like to pay tribute to parents for the 
support you have shown the school by supporting your 
children with their home learning - many of us are also 
parents and understand that it can be difficult to motivate 
young people at home at times. Nevertheless they rose 
to the challenge and responded admirably.

One positive aspect of home learning that has really 
developed, is the use of digital technology for learning. 
There are many things about COVID that we wish to see 
change, but this is not one of them. We have exciting 
plans to develop our students’ digital literacy further 
at Highfield and would encourage you to read Miss 
Waseem’s article that follows that will link you to a video 
about those exciting developments. 

I must also mention the huge amount of work this term 
that went into conducting nearly 3,000 lateral flow 
tests in just over a week. Thank you to all the parents 
who gave up their time to support our in school testing 
and equally to our staffing team who volunteered to 
support the programme; it certainly was an example 
of our community spirit. I must also mention our 
wonderful students whose impeccable manners and 
mature approach did not go unnoticed by staff and 
parent volunteers alike. I was so proud to see how 
they conducted themselves in what was a very unusual 
situation for all. Students now have their lateral flow 
home kits. Please refer to my previous letter with the 
dates that testing should take place over the holidays to 
work together again for a safe return on 12th April.

It will of course take time for school to get back to 
normal. Some students have out-grown uniform and 
shoes and others will have taken time to return to the 
expected routines of school life. Whilst we have been 
mindful of this, we ask that you ensure that your child 
has the correct uniform for their return after Easter. As 
ever, should you have any issues please do not hesitate 
to contact the school.

Finally, I would like to wish you all a very happy Easter 
and we look forward to welcoming our students back on 
Monday 12th April.

Take care and stay safe,

Mrs Miles 
Headteacher

 
We are really excited to announce our Digital Learning 
Roadmap to build on the overwhelmingly positive 
feedback we have had from parents, students and staff 
around our remote teaching provision over the past few 
months. The journey we have been on in the past year 
has made us consider the importance of preparing young 
people for the next stage of their lives in a technology-
driven world and we are eager to capitalise and develop 
the use of digital learning in the classroom and in normal 
schooling as a positive legacy from educating during the 
pandemic.

We would appreciate your views and feedback on our 
Digital Learning Roadmap which will begin to affect 
every student and every classroom in the school from 
September 2021. Please copy and paste the links below 
into your web browser to watch the consultation video 
and then complete the feedback form.

Consultation video: https://drive.google.com/
file/d/1zduqUwrBTph4dSaD0DVq4ef6F-XfCN9f/
view?usp=sharing  
 
Consultation feedback form: https://forms.gle/
c5PAWKrsFZqGvb9V6 
Miss S Waseem 
Assistant Headteacher

 
 
We regularly post lovely pieces of work, news, 
announcements and links on our social media channels.

Please remember to follow and like us so you’re kept up 
to date!

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/thehighfieldschool

Twitter: https://twitter.com/highfieldschool

 Follow us!

 Digital Learning: Parent/Carer                             
 Consultation
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The Masked Reader
This year Highfield School staff read extracts from books 
in their best disguises with students guessing who they 
were. Here are our Masked Readers revealed...

Mrs M Bochnak-Sales 
Teacher of English

This year’s World Book Day was unlike others we have 
run at school. Despite not being together in person, 
we still managed to successfully deliver some fantastic 
activities virtually to promote literacy to our students. 

KS3 Reading Race
Throughout the month of March, KS3 students and their 
Tutors are reading as much as possible and submitting 
the number of pages they have read each week. There 
are prizes in store for the Best Tutor Group and Best 
Reader.

Students have until March 31st 2021 to make their 
entries. Here are the results so far:

  World Book Day
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child to email library@highfield.herts.sch.uk to request 
books.

The 20+ reads of 2020 are:

• The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta*
• A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson*
• Punching the Air by Ibi Zoboi and Yusef Salaam
• Somebody Give This Heart a Pen by Sophia Thakur
• The Great Godden by Meg Rosoff
• Look Both Ways by Jason Reynolds
• Boy, Everywhere by AM Dassu*
• The Good Thieves by Katherine Rundell*
• The Ickabog by JK Rowling
• D (A Tale of Two Worlds) by Michel Faber*
• Gloves Off by Louisa Reid*
• Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah*
• The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri
• Wink by Rob Harrell
• Toffee by Sarah Crossan*
• Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay*
• Pet by Akwaeke Emezi*
• Girl, Boy, Sea by Chris Vick*
• Crater Lake by Jennifer Killick*
• His Name was Wren by Rob Winters
• Voyages in the Underworld of Orpheus Black by 

Marcus Sedgwick and Julian Sedgwick*

All books marked with an asterisk are available in the 
school Library.

Ms C Turner 
Library Manager

Speakers For Schools Virtual 
Work Experience

 
In the last issue of The Highfield News we shared with 
you the opportunity for students to get involved in remote 
work experience placements through Speakers for 
School. 

We have since had two students take part and others 
students have made applications for future work 
experience placements.

Sian who is in the Sixth Form attended a one day 
placement called ‘NextGen Nurse - Meet the people 
behind the masks’. 

Sian commented “It was really great and gave a detailed 
insight into the types of nursing, the experiences of 
different nurses and how coronavirus has affected their 
roles. Definitely a worthwhile experience!”

Students do not need to do anything. Any student who 
has earned 120 points within the timeframe will be 
automatically enterred.

Sadly it wasn’t possible for the North Herts School 
Librarians to run the book awards this year. Instead we 
have each chosen our three favourite books of 2020 
and the resulting list of 20+ books and book reviews 
were collected and made into a lovely poster by Mrs 
Evans and her assistant Mrs Martin in the Knights 
Templar School Library. If your child is looking for 
recommendations for their next read, please check out 
the list. Many of the students will already be familiar 
with Crater Lake which was one of this year’s Bookbuzz 
choices, but there are plenty of other great reads. Patron 
Saints of Nothing is a really moving story that tackles 
some harsh issues and Pet is quite unique with elements 
of fantasy. Several of the books, like Black Flamingo, 
Gloves Off and Toffee, are written in very accessible 
verse form which makes them quick and easy to read. 

We already have many of these books in the Library at 
Highfield, and I hope to add those we don’t during the 
summer term. The poster with full book reviews will be up 
at school for students to look at. Please encourage your 

  North Herts School Librarians

 Bedrock Learning

 
 

52 winners will be chosen at random from all students in England who 
earn 120 or more Bedrock Points this half term (from now until 1st April). 

 

 

Bedrock stars spring prize draw 

 Careers At Highfield
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Please visit the website https://www.highfield.herts.
sch.uk/careers

Mrs G Jemetta 
Admin and Careers

Thank you for your on-going support of our school 
uniform and equipment expectations. It has been great 
to see the majority of students in the correct uniform. 
Please could we remind you of the expectations for 
uniform below.  
 
Students should wear the correct shoes; black shoes 
of a sensible style, black, grey, navy or white socks. No 
trainers, including black branded trainers, boots of any 
sort, flip flop style shoes or plimsolls.  No coloured socks 
or leg warmers allowed.

A reminder of our uniform expectations: 

• Plain white aertex collared T-shirt with the school logo
• Navy jumper with the school badge. 
• Plain black or dark grey full length parallel trousers; 

boot cut or straight leg. 
• Plain black or dark grey knee length skirt; knife or box 

pleated. 
• Black shoes of a sensible style, black, grey, navy or 

white socks. 
• One small ring, *one chain tucked in, one wrist watch. 
• One plain stud in the lower lobe of the ear. All other 

earrings or piercings will be asked to be removed and 
then confiscated.

• A school bag large enough to contain A4 sized books 
and equipment.  

*Please note this is an adjustment that has been made 
for health and safety reasons.

Students should also be reminded that hair styles must 
be tidy and not be of an extreme fashion and haircuts 
must not be shorter than a number 2. Light, natural 
colours are acceptable but bold, bright colours and dip 
dyed hair are not. No nail varnish or false nails/acrylics 
are allowed. Mobile phones should be switched off and in 
the bottom of their bag. 

I would like to remind you that students are permitted 
to wear a coat to and from school and around school 
where appropriate. Hoodies/jackets (including non-school 
uniform garments) are not allowed to be worn in school 
and should be removed and placed in their bag before 
entering through the school gate. These items will be 
confiscated and parents/carers may be asked to collect 
them at the end of the day. 

Mrs J Clift 
Assistant Headteacher

There are lots of placements listed on the website which 
will give students in Years 10-13 the opportunity to gain 
insights into the different career pathways available 
across various industries, as well as giving them the 
opportunity to build their CV. 

We’d encourage students to visit the website to view 
the opportunities. Students can then create a profile 
and apply for positions which will be approved by their 
teacher.  

Please share this opportunity with your child and support 
them to build their profile and submit their applications. 

Visit https://www.s4snextgen.org/ for more information. 

 
Apprenticeships Awareness Survey

As part of our Careers Education action plan we are very 
keen to gain a better understanding of parents/carers 
thoughts around apprenticeships and other post-school 
options for your child. Through our partnership with the 
Hertfordshire LEP and Amazing Apprenticeships we have 
been asked to share an online survey which we’d be 
very grateful if you could take the time to complete. All 
responses will be submitted anonymously. 

The results of this survey will help us to ensure that we 
can provide your child and you with the most relevant 
and useful information about their future options. The link 
below will take you straight to the survey. It is open until 
the end of the Easter holidays.  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2GCKZD3

Hertfordshire Opportunities Portal 
The Hertfordshire Opportunities Portal has been 
created to help you and your child to gain a better 
understanding of the job market in Hertfordshire. It is a 
fantastic tool enabling you to explore the key employment 
industries within the county detailing some of the major 
employers. HOP also performs a live job vacancy search 
allowing you to find any current or future vacancies 
and apprenticeship opportunities in Hertfordshire. On 
HOP you will also be able to access national careers 
databases and information that will help you and your 
child to start to making more informed decisions about 
their future careers. HOP also has several social media 
channels that you may wish to follow.  
 
Visit https://www.hopinto.co.uk/

Parent/Carer Resources

You will find a range of parent/carer careers resources 
on the school website which will help you to support your 
child with their careers research. These are regularly 
updated and can be found under the Useful Links and 
Resources section. 

  Uniform Reminder



The Highfield News Issue 4

pedal reflectors must be fitted)

Please see the Highway Code for more details: https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code/rules-
forcyclists-59-to-82
Electric Scooters 
Please be reminded that it is illegal and dangerous to 
ride an electric scooter on a UK public road, cycle lane or 
pavement. Anyone who does so is committing an offence.

The only place an e-scooter can be used is on private 
land, with the permission of the landowner.

Please be advised that students are not permitted to 
bring electric scooters to school.

Miss S Waseem 
Assistant Headteacher

Mrs Edwards has been busy raising money to purchase 
wild flower seeds to sow in the school’s nature areas. 
This will create better biodiversity and we are doing 
our bit for the environment. It will be wonderful for the 
students and staff to enjoy seeing these areas develop 
over the next couple of years.

Whilst many of our students are highly responsible in 
the way that they cycle to and from school, we have had 
some reports of unsafe and inconsiderate behaviour 
whilst cycling. 

Please can I direct you to the advice regarding safe 
cycling in the planner and remind students that should 
their behaviour fall below expectations of both their 
behaviour and/or safety, we reserve the right to ban 
students from bringing their bicycles into school. This is 
for the safety of our students and our local community.

Cycling to school is a great way for students to arrive on 
time and get some exercise, it also supports the school 
to keep the roads clear of cars but there are risks on 
the road and students should be aware of the dangers 
around them. Please encourage your children to stay 
safe and alert when riding their bike to school.

Students should:
• Look all around before moving away from the kerb, 

turning or manoeuvring, to make sure it is safe to do 
so. Give a clear signal to show other road users what 
they intend to do 

• Look well ahead for obstructions in the road, such as 
drains, pot-holes and parked vehicles so that they do 
not have to swerve suddenly to avoid them. Leave 
plenty of room when passing parked vehicles and 
watch out for doors being opened or pedestrians 
stepping into their path 

• Be aware of traffic coming up behind them
• Take extra care near road humps, narrowings and other 

traffic calming features
• Take care when overtaking 

Students MUST NOT:

• Carry a passenger unless their cycle has been built or 
adapted to carry one

• Ride in a dangerous, careless or inconsiderate manner
 
Be aware and anticipate:
Please remind your child to be aware of what is 
happening around them. This includes vehicles on the 
opposite side of the road which can cut across their path, 
vehicles waiting to pull out of minor roads into the major 
road and vehicles moving out into their lane to avoid 
parked cars or swerving to avoid hazards. When passing 
side roads assess the intentions of other road users, for 
example, are they indicating?

Be seen:
The Highway Code advises that light-coloured or 
fluorescent clothing should be worn in daylight and poor 
light conditions, it also recommends reflective clothing 
and/or accessories in the dark.

Make sure your child knows the Highway Code regarding 
lights and reflectors – it is a legal requirement for them 
to have a white front and red rear light lit at night and 
to have a red rear reflector attached (in addition, amber 

 Safe Cycling Reminder

 Wild Flower Garden
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Spring Term 2022
• 5th January 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 14th February 2022 - Half Term Week
• 25th February 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 1st April 2022 - Last Day of Term
 
Spring Term 2022
• 19th April 2022 - Term starts for all year groups
• 2nd May 2022  - Bank Holiday
• 30th May 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st July 2022 - Last Day of Term
 
A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

Hertfordshire County Council has asked us to share this 
important update with you ahead of the Easter holidays:

As we go into the Easter holidays, and some Government 
guidance changes around socialising outside and 
outdoor sport, it’s so important that we don’t let our guard 
down and increase the risk of Covid-19 outbreaks when 
schools return. 

From Monday 29 March, you can;

• Meet up outside (including in private gardens) with six 
other people, or as two households 

• Take part in formally organised outdoor sports with any 
number of people (outdoor sports venues and facilities 
will be able to reopen)

• Take part in formally organised outdoor sports with any 
number of people (outdoor sports venues and facilities 
will be able to reopen)

• Childcare and supervised activities will be allowed 
outdoors for all children

You and your family can continue to keep yourselves and 
others safe by: 

• Washing your hands regularly, for at least 20 seconds 
with soap and warm water or using an antibacterial 
hand sanitiser if soap and water isn’t available

• Keeping socially distanced, staying at least 2 metres 
away from those not in your immediate household

• Keeping socially distanced, staying at least 2 metres 
away from those not in your immediate household

• Wearing a face-covering where required and when it is 
difficult to socially distance 

• Self-isolating and getting tested if you develop 
symptoms or receive a positive lateral flow test (LFT) 
result

• Not socialising indoors with anyone who isn’t in your 
immediate household. You’re not allowed to have 
sleepovers or playdates, even if your child is in a 
school bubble 

It has come to our attention that some students are using 
social media sites which have an age limit of 13+ or 16+.  
 
Please could we remind you that the following social 
media platforms are:

13 years and above:
• TikTok
• Instagram
• Facebook
• Snapchat
• Twitter
• Houseparty

16 years and above:
• WhatsApp

For more advice on Staying Safe Online please visit: 
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/12-
social-media-online-safety-tips
or 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/social-
media-advice-hub/
Our Online Safety Protocol is also available on our 
website, which includes the Online Safety Acceptable 
Use Agreement: https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/
policies

Spring Term 2021
• 26th March 2021 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close 

Summer Term 2021
• 12th April 2021 – Term Starts For All Year Groups
• 3rd May 2021 – Early May Bank Holiday
• 31st May 2021 – 4th June 2021 – Half Term Week
• 8th July 2021 - Year 6 Transition Day
• 21st July 2021 – Last Day Of Term - Early Close

Autumn Term 2021
• 1st September 2021 – INSET Day - No Students 

Please
• 2nd  September 2021 -Term starts for Years 7, 10 and 

12
• 3rd  September 2021- Term Starts for All Year Groups
• 25th October 2021 - Half Term Week
• 17th December 2021 - Last Day of Term

 Social Media Use

 Term Dates

 Term Dates
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• Not sending children back to school ill or with 
symptoms of Covid-19 after the Easter break – if your 
child is sick, please keep them at home 

If your child is in Year 7 or above and taking regular LFT, 
you should encourage them to continue to take these 
and report results as normal during the Easter holidays. 
If they receive a positive test at home, everyone in your 
household must begin self-isolating immediately and you 
need to book a PCR test to confirm the positive result. 
Any positive tests received up until 1 April, should be 
reported to your school so that they can complete the 
track and trace process with the Public Health team. 

Babies and children in early years settings, nurseries, 
infant and primary schools should not be taking LFT, 
please don’t do home tests on younger children. If 
you are worried about small children or they develop 
symptoms, please seek advice from your GP or call 111.

Thank you again for playing your part and helping to 
keep our schools safe and open for face to face learning. 

We wish you all a safe and happy Easter.

Hertfordshire County Council



Public Health – 
School Nursing 

School nurses offer support for 
emotional wellbeing including anxiety 

and anger. To refer to our service please 
go to the Family Centre Service Website 

and look for school nursing: 
https://www.hertsfamilycentres.org/ 

 

For more information about the School 
Nursing Service watch a short clip 

available here: 
https://youtu.be/7RoTkp3vkB0  

 

Supporting your child’s transition back to 
school after lockdown 
Some children will have some worries about returning 
to school, may find it difficult to return to school, may 
become upset, distressed or even refuse to go in. 
There is a presentation to provide information, advice 
and practical strategies that can be used to support 
your child’s return to school on our website: 
https://www.hct.nhs.uk/our-services/school-nursing/ 

Aged 11-19 - Did you know you can text your 
school nurse for confidential health advice and 

support? Text 07480 635050. Check out the 
YouTube link on here: 

https://youtu.be/DBNmr1bFcCE  


