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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We are at the end of what has been an incredibly busy 
half term. I would like to congratulate all our Year 11 
and 13 students, who left us today, on completing their 
assessments for their Teacher Assessed Grades (TAGs) 
over the past few weeks. They have worked incredibly 
hard at these; they will be sent to the exam boards in mid 
June and will be published and released to students on 
the 10th August for Year 13 and 12th August for Year 11.  
 
It cannot be under-estimated the amount of work that 
has gone into making sure that the grades awarded do 
justice to each and every young person. This serves to 
maintain the integrity and reputation for equity our school 
rightly values and it goes without saying that the staff 
have worked so hard to conduct these assessments, 
mark and moderate them to form these grades. For that, 
I would like to also thank our staff. This Friday staff will 
continue to work on these, with students in Years 7-10 
and 12 working remotely for that day. Thank you parents/
carers for supporting such an essential part of that TAG 
process and understanding the need for our grading day.

This half term we have also seen some glimmers of hope 
in the movement forwards with the nationwide roadmap. 
This has meant that we can have an increasing amount 
of extra-curricular activities and it has been fantastic 
to see more and more of our students taking part in 
those. We are looking to increase those extra-curricular 
opportunities further as we move through the next half 
term and would urge as many of our young people as 
possible to get involved.

As we start the final half term of the year, we have many 
things to look forward to (hopefully with some better 
weather) this includes sports day and celebration events 
for Year 11 and 13. We will also be looking forward 
to welcoming our 180 new Year 7 students with our 
transition events and new Year 12 students with our Sixth 
Form transition programme. 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a lovely half term and 
we look forward to welcoming our students back after 
a well-earned break and as always thank you for your 
continued support.

Kind regards

Mrs Miles 
Headteacher

Thank you for your on-going support of our school 
uniform and equipment expectations. Please could we 
remind you of the expectations for uniform below.  
 
Students should wear the correct shoes; black leather/
leather effect shoes of a sensible style, black, grey, 
navy or white socks. No trainers or trainer like shoes 
(including black branded trainers, trainers with a 
logo), boots of any sort, flip flop style shoes or plimsolls.  
No coloured socks or leg warmers allowed. 

A reminder of our uniform expectations: 
• Plain white aertex collared T-shirt with the school 

logo.
• Navy jumper with the school badge. 
• Plain black or dark grey full length parallel 

trousers; boot cut or straight leg. 
• Plain black or dark grey knee length skirt; knife or 

box pleated. 
• Black shoes as above, black, grey, navy or white 

socks. 
• One small ring, *one chain tucked in, one wrist 

watch. 
• One plain stud in the lower lobe of the ear. All other 

earrings or piercings will be asked to be removed 
and then confiscated.

• A school bag large enough to contain A4 sized 
books and equipment. 

• No nail varnish or false/acryllic nails 

*Please note this is an adjustment that has been made 
for health and safety reasons.

Students should also be reminded that hair styles must 
be tidy and not be of an extreme fashion and haircuts 
must not be shorter than a number 2. Light, natural 
colours are acceptable but bold, bright colours and dip 
dyed hair are not. No nail varnish or false nails/acrylics 
are allowed. Mobile phones should be switched off and in 
the bottom of students’ bag. 

I would like to remind you that students are permitted to 
wear a coat to and from school and around school where 
appropriate. Hoodies/jackets (including non-school 

 Uniform Reminder
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Jobs In Hertfordshire 
Amazing Apprenticeships will be hosting a series of 
exciting free webinars to support Hertfordshire school 
leavers in finding employment after leaving education.

Students and parents/carers are invited to hear from 
Hertfordshire businesses, training providers and 
apprenticeship experts, who will be providing advice and 
guidance on:

• What apprenticeships & traineeships are

• Which vacancies are currently available

• What employers are looking for in successful applicants

Find out more on the poster below:

 
Speakers For Schools Virtual Work Experience 
A list of new placements have just been added to the 
Speakers For Schools website. Most of these are 
targeted at students in Years 10-13 and provide the 
opportunity to gain insights into the different career 
pathways available across various industries, as well as 
giving students the opportunity to build their CV. 

Please share this opportunity with your child and support 
them to build their profile and submit their applications. 

Visit https://www.s4snextgen.org/ for more information. 

uniform garments) are not allowed to be worn in school 
and should be removed and placed in students’ bags 
before entering through the school gate. These items 
will be confiscated and parents/carers may be asked to 
collect them at the end of the day. 

Mrs J Clift 
Assistant Headteacher

Year 10 Highfield students have recently gained access 
to GCSEPod, an award winning digital content and 
revision provider. 

Students have been issued with login details and can 
watch GCSEPod’s library of ‘Pods’, which are 3-5 minute 
videos designed to deliver knowledge in short bursts. 
Every Pod is mapped to an exam board and contains 
the right facts, quotes, keywords, dates and annotated 
diagrams that students need for GCSE success. There 
are many activities students can complete on GCSEPod 
as well as watching Pods. These help to check progress 
and knowledge and build skills in preparation for GCSE 
exams. GCSEPod has the ability to identify knowledge 
gaps and automatically send playlists to fill them. 

GCSEPod Parent webinars are available to book, these 
offer a parent guide to GCSEPod. There are three dates 
available this term, 2nd June, 17th June and 15th July. 
You can book webinar sessions 
here: https://www.gcsepod.com/
podup-presents-webinars/

We’re really excited about GCSEPod 
and how it can support learning and 
revision. To find out more please visit 
www.gcsepod.com/parents 

Miss R Cosgrove 
Acting Assistant Headteacher 

 
Please can we ask that students are dropped off away 
from the school gates and not on the yellow zig zags 
directly outside the school. This is to disperse traffic, 
ease congestion and avoid blocking the driveways of 
local residents.  
 
We also ask that you do not pick your child up or drop 
them off  inside the school car park, unless you have 
a disabled badge or a specific arrangement with the 
school. We have recently had times when those who 
require the spaces have been unable to find one and 
the volume of traffic both inside the carpark and in the 
area directly outside the school creates a hazard for our 
students. 

 Careers At Highfield

 New GCSEPod

 Important Parking Information
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Lots of our Year 7, 8 and 9 students have been enjoying 
Drama Club as an extra-curricular opportunity after 
school each week. 

If your child would like to join, they can sign up to their 
year group bubble on the sign up sheet outside the 
Drama studio.

 

 
 

Ms Z Read 
Head of Drama

Congratulations to everyone who took part in the 
Reading Race. Here are the winners with their books. 
They will also be receiving their bookworm pin badges 
shortly.

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs M Bochnak-Sales 
Second in Department/Teacher of English 

The Parent Perspective 
The Parent Perspective 
is an exciting new 8-part 
podcast series for parents 
and carers, helping you 
to support your children 
with careers advice and 
guidance. 

Subscribe on your preferred platform today to be ready 
for the first episode in early June.

Sign up here: https://amazingapprenticeships.com/
the-parent-perspective-podcast/

 
Parent/Carer Resources 
You will find a range of parent/carer careers resources 
on the school website which will help you to support your 
child with their careers research. These are regularly 
updated and can be found under the Useful Links and 
Resources section. 

Please visit https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/careers

Mrs G Jemetta 
Admin and Careers

 
A big thank you to the Year 7 
students who attended the Year 7 
Mathematics Challenge after school 
on Wednesday 5th May.  
 
During the four rounds that tested their Mathematics 
skills (two General Maths question rounds, Memory 
Round and Estimation Round), they performed to the 
best of their ability, completely engaged in each task and 
were wonderfully well behaved. Well done, you did the 
school proud.

Mr G Wind and Mrs A Smith 
Teacher of Maths and Head of Maths 

 

The 2021 results days take place earlier this year. The 
dates are as follows:

10th August - A-Level students
12th August - GCSE students

 Results Days

 Year 7 Maths Challenge

 KS3 Drama Club

 Reading Race
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to have a red rear reflector attached (in addition, amber 
pedal reflectors must be fitted)

Please see the Highway Code for more details: https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code/rules-
forcyclists-59-to-82
Electric Scooters 
It is illegal and dangerous to ride an electric scooter on 
a UK public road, cycle lane or pavement. Anyone who 
does so is committing an offence.

The only place an e-scooter can be used is on private 
land, with the permission of the landowner.

Please be advised 
that students are not 
permitted to bring 
electric scooters to 
school.

Miss S Waseem 
Assistant Headteacher

 

It has come to our attention that some students are using 
social media sites which have an age limit of 13+ or 16+.  
 
Please could we remind you that the following social 
media platforms are:

13 years and above:
• TikTok
• Instagram
• Facebook
• Snapchat
• Twitter
• Houseparty

16 years and above:
• WhatsApp

For more advice on Staying Safe Online please visit: 
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/12-
social-media-online-safety-tips
or 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/social-
media-advice-hub/
Our Online Safety Protocol is also available on our 
website, which includes the Online Safety Acceptable 
Use Agreement: https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/
policies

Whilst many of our students are highly responsible in 
the way that they cycle to and from school, we have had 
some reports of unsafe and inconsiderate behaviour 
whilst cycling. 

Please can I direct you to the advice regarding safe 
cycling in the planner and remind students that should 
their behaviour fall below expectations of both their 
behaviour and/or safety, we reserve the right to ban 
students from bringing their bicycles into school. This is 
for the safety of our students and our local community.

Cycling to school is a great way for students to arrive on 
time and get some exercise, it also supports the school 
to keep the roads clear of cars but there are risks on 
the road and students should be aware of the dangers 
around them. Please encourage your children to stay 
safe and alert when riding their bike to school.

 
Students should:
• Look all around before moving away from the kerb, 

turning or manoeuvring, to make sure it is safe to do 
so. Give a clear signal to show other road users what 
they intend to do 

• Look well ahead for obstructions in the road, such as 
drains, pot-holes and parked vehicles so that they do 
not have to swerve suddenly to avoid them. Leave 
plenty of room when passing parked vehicles and 
watch out for doors being opened or pedestrians 
stepping into their path 

• Be aware of traffic coming up behind them
• Take extra care near road humps, narrowings and other 

traffic calming features
• Take care when overtaking 

Students MUST NOT:

• Carry a passenger
• Ride in a dangerous, careless or inconsiderate manner
 
Be aware and anticipate:
Please remind your child to be aware of what is 
happening around them. This includes vehicles on the 
opposite side of the road which can cut across their path, 
vehicles waiting to pull out of minor roads into the major 
road and vehicles moving out into their lane to avoid 
parked cars or swerving to avoid hazards. When passing 
side roads assess the intentions of other road users, for 
example, are they indicating?

 
Be seen:
The Highway Code advises that light-coloured or 
fluorescent clothing should be worn in daylight and poor 
light conditions, it also recommends reflective clothing 
and/or accessories in the dark.

Make sure your child knows the Highway Code regarding 
lights and reflectors – it is a legal requirement for them 
to have a white front and red rear light lit at night and 

 Safe Cycling

 Social Media Reminders
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We work closely with parents and carers to promote 
good attendance. Your child should be encouraged to 
attend school every day because this gives them the best 
chance of reaching their full potential. 

All absence from school can affect a child’s academic 
progress. Wherever possible doctor, dental and hospital 
appointments should be fixed for outside of school hours. 
When an absence is necessary, parents/carers should 
report it daily before 8:00am via our absence line 
01462 705104 or on absence@highfield.herts.sch.uk  
 
Please be aware that we are unable to authorise holidays 
during term time. Any requests for time off school should 
be put in writing for the attention of Mrs Miles.

Parents of students who have at least 15 sessions 
(there are two sessions in every day) of unauthorised 
absences in the previous or current term may be issued 
with a Penalty Notice. The Penalty Notice is issued to 
each parent/carer and requires a payment of a fine of 
£60 (per student per parent) within 21 days. If this is not 
paid within the 21 days, the penalty rises to £120 (per 
student per parent) which must be paid within 28 days. 
Please note that a session is equal to half a day so one 
day’s absence is equal to two sessions. Leave of 15 
sessions or more for an unauthorised holiday may lead 
to the issue of a Fixed Penalty Notice without any further 
warning.

Further information can be found on our website: https://
www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/attendance

We believe that punctuality is as important as 
attendance, and this is an important life lesson for 
students. We therefore will issue a sanction for persistent 
lateness to school. Students will be given one warning 
if they are late. If they are late on a second occasion 
they will be given a half hour detention, followed by a 
one hour detention for lateness. This may lead to a two 
hour detention if the lateness is repeated. May I also 
take this opportunity to remind you that any lateness 
after the closure of the registers will be recorded as an 
unauthorised absence and will impact on the student’s 
overall attendance level.

Students with excellent attendance and punctuality 
records are rewarded with House Points on a half termly 
basis. 

Miss R Cosgrove 
Acting Assistant Headteacher
 

Many Highfield School students continue to regularly 
attend an extra-curricular PE club. Please be aware 
that occasionally an after-school club session has to be 
cancelled because of staff training needs but students 
are made aware of this beforehand. Any student who 
hasn’t yet joined a club and would like to sign up should 
speak to their PE teacher.   
 
Please see the extra-curricular timetable at the back of 
this issue of The Highfield News. 
 
We look forward to seeing them there! 

 
Mr R Kemp 
Subject Leader of PE 
 
 

 
The recent report by Lord-Lieutenant highlights that now 
more than ever young people need to know where to 
access information to help them make decisions about 
their future career paths, training and skills development 
options. 

The Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership is offering 
a £3,000 prize to the school or youth group that registers 
the most young people, their parents and carers on the 
portal by 9th July. 

You can register online at: www.hopinto.co.uk

 PE  Punctuality And Attendance

 Where There Is HOP There Is Hope

REGISTER ON HOP FOR 
YOUR CHANCE TO WIN:

tinyurl.com/m22njc4f  
This competition is open to all state secondary schools and youth groups with students or individuals registered on 
the HOP website (hopinto.co.uk). The judge’s decision is final. The prize must go towards career education 
resources. Closing date for entries 9 July 2021. For full terms & conditions see HOP website.

Hertfordshire Opportunities Portal (HOP) is the premier 

gateway in Hertfordshire connecting young people to future 

employment, apprenticeship and training opportunities.

To help spread the word about this fantastic free resource, 

Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership is offering £3,000 

to the school or youth group that registers the most young 

people, their parents and carers on HOP.

The prize will be presented by HM Lord-Lieutenant of 

Hertfordshire Robert Voss CBE CStJ. 

Where there is HOP there is HOPE!

FOR YOUR SCHOOL OR YOUTH GROUP

POWERED BY HERTFORDSHIRE 
LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP
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Summer Term 2021
• 28th May 2021 - Grading day
• 31st May 2021 - 4th June 2021 – Half Term Week
• 8th July 2021 - Year 6 Transition Day
• 21st July 2021 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close

Autumn Term 2021
• 1st September 2021 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 2nd  September 2021 -Term starts for Years 7, 10 and 

12
• 3rd  September 2021- Term Starts for All Year Groups
• 25th October 2021 - Half Term Week
• 17th December 2021 - Last Day of Term

Spring Term 2022
• 5th January 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 14th February 2022 - Half Term Week
• 25th February 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 1st April 2022 - Last Day of Term
 
Spring Term 2022
• 19th April 2022 - Term starts for all year groups
• 2nd May 2022  - Bank Holiday
• 30th May 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st July 2022 - Last Day of Term
 
A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

 

The Year 10 and 12 formal mocks will be taking place 
after the May half term. 

Year 12 mocks will take place between 14th-18th June 
and Year 10 mocks 21st June - 2nd July. 

Links to the timetables can be found below:

Year 12: https://www.highfield.herts.
sch.uk/_site/data/files/exams_revision/
C91E6359AD89E297F9C59969E39E05AC.pdf

Year 10: https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/_site/data/
files/exams_revision/2E95054CB8BF4BAD28DD2767A4
E2E3D2.pdf

 Term Dates

 Year 10 And 12 Formal Mocks



Students Of The Fortnight
The students of the fortnight who have been rewarded for their positive attitude, 
behaviour or engagement in or outside of school are:

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11
7th May • Reuben Coyne

• Jake Seigal
• Kyra Smith
• Tiffany Brookes
• Liam Mansell-

Baker
• Olivia Gudgeon

• Beth Jenkins
• Emma Nethercott
• Hashmeet Nagra
• Sam Money
• Ryle Brooks-

Maskell

• James Alban
• Jack Hurst-

Muggridge
• Violet Hawkins
• Alpha Jallow
• Marcus Thompson

• Summer Richards
• Oliver Bracher-

Jones
• Kai Silman
• Kaiya Braddock

• Toby Woodisse
• Cordellia Taylor
• Dan Stevens
• Mia Green
• Louie Shrimpton

21st May • Emma Felstead
• Milly Stanton
• Katie Wright
• Narayan Bains
• George Butt
• Roxanne 

Chamberlain
• Esme Searle

• Markus Fenner
• Jamie Kazer-

Roberts
• Liam Marsh
• Caolan Barrett
• Ruhi Phgura
• Elana Woodisse

• Alex Caircross
• Lucy Fox
• Madison Williams
• Emma Spires
• Jay O’Rourke

• Jennifer Carr
• Jack Draper
• Reiss Ravalia

• Karina Singh
• Anastasia 

Morgan-Platten
• Harry Shrimpton

Well done to everyone who has received Student Of The Fortnight, this is a fantastic achievement. 

 
Ms Cheal, Mr Lee-Dell, Mr Stepien, Mr Clark, Mr Nichol

Heads of Year

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 2021 

 

DAY LUNCHTIME  AFTER SCHOOL  
3pm-4pm 

MONDAY 
 

 Year 7 Football  
Year 7 Netball  

Year 9 Basketball  
Year 9 Rounders  

TUESDAY 
 

Year 8 indoor Rounders/Cricket   

WEDNESDAY 
 

Year 7 Dance  Year 8 Football  
Year 8 Netball  

Year 7 Rounders  
Year 7 Cricket 

THURSDAY 
 

Year 10 Basketball  Year 9 Football  
Year 9 Netball  



Summer Music 
Holiday Courses

Our summer holiday courses for  
11 – 16 year olds, are a great way to 
develop skills in music in a relaxed 
and fun environment, led by top music 
practitioners and industry professionals.

Saffron Centre for Young Musicians is a 
division of Guildhall School in London, which 
delivers world-class performing arts training.

No entry level required 
Rock and Pop  Course  
2 – 3 August  
Cost: £125

Music Production and Composition Course   
4 – 5 August 
Cost: £125

Minimum entry level required: Grade 5 +  
Orchestra  Course  
26 – 28 July 
Cost: £175

 Jazz Course 
4 – 6 August  
Cost: £175

To apply for a place, please sign up here.

Venue: Saffron Walden County High School

26 – 28 July  
2 – 6 August 
9.30 to 4.30pm 


