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Dear Parents/Carers
A warm welcome to the first Highfield News this year, 
and a particular welcome to our new Year 7 parents/
carers together with any others who have joined us over 
the summer.

Examination Results

Another extremely successful year at Highfield for 
examination results despite the ongoing confusion with 
the national picture.  I am absolutely delighted that so 
many students across the entire ability range did so well 
in the GCSEs and their A-Levels.  My congratulations 
to all the students and my thanks to all staff for their 
unending hard work.

Attached is a list of Year 13 destinations, almost all 
getting into their first choice university.

I am also pleased to report an extremely strong intake 
into our Sixth Form; continuing to allow us to have a 
large and vibrant Sixth Form, which is so important for 
successful A-Level study.

Staffing

I would like to extend a warm welcome to the following 
new members of staff:

Mr P Hobbs – Teacher of Humanities 
Miss K Gregory – Teacher of Maths 
Mrs R Scarrott – Teacher of PE 
Mr G Wind – Teacher of Maths 
Ms H Cheal – Second in PE 
Ms C Burgess – Teacher of Humanities 
Mr T Osborne – Teacher of Design Technology 
Miss M Pease - Teacher of MFL 
Mrs C Marvell – Isolation Hub Manager 
Ms C Condon – Attendance and Pastoral Support 
Assistant  
Mr G Dunkley – Caretaker 
Mrs J Donoghue – Day Cleaner 
Miss C Turner – Library Manager 
Miss M Levet – Teaching Assistant 
Mr M Burke – Teaching Assistant

Parental Questionnaires

My thanks to all of you who in the last academic year 
completed a parental questionnaire at a Parents’ 
Evening.  I do take the feedback most seriously and 
am pleased to say that we have such a hugely positive 
response to all the questions, that it is heartening to 
know that the feeling is so positive.

The only issue that does come up as a concern (and 
has done for a couple of years now) is the one about us 
encouraging your child to lead a healthy lifelstyle.  Firstly, 
of course, we can only do so much.  But secondly, I do 
wonder whether the work we do doesn’t necessarily 
reach you, particularly as this work is being done in a 
variety of guises.  To that end, I am putting together a 
simple graphic to outline for you the work that we do, 
and to impress upon you that we do take this issue most 
seriously.

In addition, we also do now have an additional bike 
shelter so are able to accommodate many more students 
who would like to cycle to school.  We do have CCTV 
cameras focussed on the bike sheds for added security. 
Unfortunately the school is not insured for any loss 
or damage which may occur, so items are left at the 
owners’ own risk. We therefore would advise all students 
to ensure they lock up their bikes securely.

Stonewall Bronze Award

Finally, I am extremely pleased to be able to 
inform you that we have now achieved the 
Stonewall Bronze School Champion Award.  
This award is designed to give greater recognition to 
schools tackling homophobic, biphobic and transphobic 
bullying and celebrating diversity.

It will enable us to effectively benchmark our progress 
and give direction to our ongoing work in this area.  We 
are an inclusive school and this award is a recognition of 
that.

Finally, as always, thank you for your help and support.  I 
am extremely proud of the school, what we achieve and 
what we stand for.  I know you are too.

Yours faithfully,

Ian Morris 
Headteacher

Who To Contact?
If you have any questions or concerns about your child 
throughout the academic year, please use the attached 
guidance about who to contact.
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CAMPS International - Borneo 2018
35 students, 4 members of staff, 28 days……..this could 
be the title of a film! In fact it was the journey of some 
Highfield School students in Borneo this summer.

We left on Saturday 21st July all excited, ready to go into 
the unknown, but knowing that this was not going to stop 
us from having the most amazing time. We arrived at our 
first destination and met the Camps International staff. 
They were great and looked after us at all times ensuring 
our needs were met.

We had lots of challenges throughout our trip but the 
most challenging part of our journey was the Jungle, yes 
jungle! Until you have been there no words or feelings 
can describe what an experience it was. Learning to put 
up your hammock and sleep in it, then packing away 
and walking for a few miles with your pack on your back 
ready for the next night. In the past 8 years, we are the 
only school to have completed the jungle trek with no 
students pulling out or sustaining injuries! Go Highfield!

In addition to the jungle, our journey took us down a river 
with crocodiles and seeing the Orang-utans. But the 
main aim was project work; helping the locals with varied 
projects, from laying paths, to brick laying; helping build a 
community centre.

I know I can speak on behalf of all our students in saying 
we had the most amazing time, it was a truly humbling 
experience, which can certainly be described as life 
changing for some.

Secondary Transfer Open Evening
As you may be aware we are holding our annual 
Secondary Transfer Open Evening on Monday 1st 
October 2018 for parents of students in Year 6.  This is a 
very important event in our school calendar – it gives us 
the opportunity to show both students and parents alike 
why they should choose The Highfield School and how 
we can endeavor to make their child’s time with us an 
enjoyable and fulfilling educational experience.

In order to make the necessary preparations for the 
evening event, we will be closing the school to students 
from 12.10pm onwards.  Any student who is entitled to a 
free school meal will still be able to take this entitlement 
at break time.  Could I ask you to please make alternative 
arrangements for your child’s journey home if necessary.

If you have any queries regarding the above, please 
do not hesitate to contact the School Office on 01462 
620500.

Nut and Seedfree Zone

Just a reminder that our school is a 
nutfree school, this includes sesame 
seeds. We have quite a number of 
students in school who have severe nut allergies and can 
be seriously affected by someone else who is eating, or 
may have recently eaten nuts. 

Please encourage your child to understand that eating a 
nut product can have a serious effect on a student later 
on in the classroom.

Uniform reminder
Thank you for your ongoing support of our school uniform 
and equipment expectations. The students returned to 
school looking very smart and ready to learn with the 
necessary equipment!

As the colder weather approaches I would like to remind 
you that students are permitted to wear a coat to and 
from school and around school where appropriate.

Hoodies/jackets (including non-school uniform garments)
are not allowed to be worn in school. These items will be 
confiscated and parents/carers may be asked to collect 
them at the end of the school day. 

Further details of uniform guidelines can be found on 
pages 19 to 22 of the Student Handbook. Our equipment 
expectations can be found on page 12.

Student Photographs
The school photographer will be in school on Thursday 
18th October 2018 to take individual photographs of all 
students in Years 7, 9 and 11.  Students will be collected 
from classes at selected times throughout the day.  Year 
12 and 13 students can come to the Hall at any time in 
the morning to have their photograph taken if they wish.
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Student of the Fortnight
Student of the fortnight is a new 
initiative to reward the tutee that stands 
out for their tutor. This is awarded for their 
positive attitude or engagement in or outside of 
school. Here are our first set of winners

 Year 7

• Thea Peacock
• Phoebe Webb
• Louie Norman
• Jimmi-Rae Bates
• Imorah-Ann Wright 
• Ellie Hogan
• Molly Dear

Year 8

• Becky Mwale
• Adam Kelly
• Rose Krzyzanek
• Chenai Camps
• Luis Weston
• Alisha Dhadra

Year 9

• Irum Nazir
• George Moranda
• Charles Varley
• Liam Watts
• Robyn Cox
• Oliver Peacock 
• Giulia Nittolo

Year 10

• Jess Sneddon 
• Dana Garrissen 
• Alex Jonas 
• Neve Murdoch 
• Benjamin Norek 
• Kate Iredale 
• Milosz Ziolkowski 
• Ethan Owen-Stevens  

Year 11

• Layla Newman 
• India Westrop 
• Hailey Batchelor 
• Harry-George Page 
• Faith Kempe 
• Gursimran Bachra 

The next two sets of winners will be announced in the 
October edition of the Highfield News. Good luck!

Thank you to all those who took part.

Mrs Edwards 
Pastoral Care Co-ordinator

Safer Places
Anna Gostomski, our Community Domestic Abuse 
Practitioner from Safer Places will be in school every 
Wednesday 1.15pm to 4.45pm. 

If you would like to book an appointment, please email 
Anna.Gostomski@Saferplaces.co.uk .

Anna will be in school every week apart from 26th 
September, 17th and 26th October and 3rd November.
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After this haunting museum, we had 
time for one more meal in Berlin. 
All students had a go at trying the 
traditional German cuisine before we 
set off back for the overnight trip to 
Highfield.  The three days in Berlin 
were jam-packed, and everyone 
(including the teachers!) learnt a lot 
about the history of this fascinating 
city.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of the teachers who came on the 
trip, particularly Mr Peacock, who has an encyclopaedic 
knowledge of Berlin in the 20th century and was able to 
share this through his guided tours.

Miss J Landy 
Subject Leader for History

E Safety
The latest version of the E Safety newsletter 
can be viewed on our website and at the 
back of this newsletter. 

http://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/keepingstudentssafe

There are also two parent/carer guides on ‘What parents 
need to know about Whatsapp and YouTube’ which are 
also included at the back of this newsletter. 

Detentions
If your child receives a detention you will be notified by 
text or by schoolcomms gateway app (where you have it 
loaded). 

If your mobile number or your app is not working you 
must inform the school straight away so that we can 
make alternative arrangements to let you know about a 
detention.

We make every reasonable effort to inform you about 
detentions but are solely reliant on the numbers you 
provide to us. The expectation is that a student will sit 
their detention. Failure to sit a detention results in an 
escalation up the behaviour ladder with further detentions 
/ isolations.

It is vital we have up-to-date contact information for all 
parents in case of emergencies, so please email the 
school: admin@highfield.herts.sch.uk or call us and we 
will ensure your details are updated. 

Berlin 2018
On a Friday evening in July, 59 Year 10 students, and 5 
members of staff, set off for the German capital, Berlin.  
At GCSE History, students study both Nazi Germany and 
the Cold War, and the chance to see the once divided city 
and explore many of the key buildings of the Nazi and 
East German police states, brings both of these topics to 
life.  

After an 18 hour (!!) coach trip, students were still 
enthusiastic as we arrived in Berlin, ready to explore the 
city.  We began with a walking tour along the path of the 
former Berlin Wall, run by Mr Peacock, which included 
Checkpoint Charlie – one of the only places where 
Berliners could cross from East to West.  Students took 
in the many layers of Berlin’s history at the Topography 
of Terror, which lies of the site of the headquarters of 
the Nazi secret police: the Gestapo.  That evening, we  
had the chance to see Berlin from a height, climbing the 
dome of the German Parliament – the Reichstag.

Our next day included 
two fascinating museums 
– Sachsenhausen 
concentration camp, where 
the Nazis sought to create 
the ‘perfect’ concentration 
camp, and Tempelhof airport, 
where planes landed every 
few seconds during the Berlin 
Airlift.  Many students found 
Sachsenhausen a moving 
experience, particularly given 
the diverse stories that we were told about different 
experiences of the camp.  Tempelhof was an eerie 
visit – an empty airport with thousands of rooms, some 
furnished as they were when the airport was first built in 
the 1930’s, and others set up for the American soldiers 
stationed in Berlin, including a fully equipped basketball 
court.

That evening, after a brief interlude 
to watch the World Cup final, we 
set off for the highest point in 
Berlin; the TV tower.  This was a 
highlight for many students, and 
gave an amazing view over the 
city, because, even now, you can 
see signs of the divide in Berlin 
between East and West in the 
kinds of buildings on each side.   
This became even more apparent 
the next day as we walked along 
the remains of the Berlin Wall, and heard stories about 
the youngest person to attempt to cross it: a 6-month 
old baby who was smuggled with his parents in the 
back of a car.  Finally, we journeyed to the former Stasi 
headquarters, from which the East Germans conducted 
their secret police. This was a fascinating experience for 
all the students, as they heard about the ‘innovations’ 
that the Stasi made in psychological torture, and learnt a 
little about what it was like to live in a country where more 
than a third of citizens were kept under surveillance.
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department, but some students prefer to use their own. 
Students are welcome to bring their own headphones 
to use in lessons, but these remain the responsibility 
of the student as the school is not insured for any loss 
or damage to equipment. We ask that you refrain from 
bringing expensive headphones. Students are not 
allowed to use headphones outside of music lessons.

Exam congratulations! 
Congratulations to Meredith Sewall who passed Grade 1 
Flute with Distinction!

Mrs S Meacham 
Subject Leader of Music

NEW Wisepay App
I am delighted to advise you that we have introduced the 
WisePay App for our school. This means you can store 
card details to speed up checkout. The App also provides 
a ‘quick top up’ option for cashless catering. 

The App is available for download now. You will need 
the unique ‘Organisation Code’ to activate the App: 
44537894.

More information on how to use the new app can be 
found at the back of this newsletter. 

WisePay web issue

We have been informed by WisePay that a recent update 
to Google Chrome has caused problems with online 
payment processing. They have raised the issue with 
Google, but until it is resolved they have advised using a 
different web browser such as Internet Explorer, Firefox, 
etc. 
 
Mrs P Ferrero 
Finance Manager

Behaviour For Learning Policy
Our school Behaviour for Learning policy exists to ensure 
that all students can reach their full potential in a safe, 
secure, calm and ordered environment.  We work hard to 
ensure that this policy and our Expectations of Conduct 
are clear to staff, students and parents/carers and that 
rewards and sanctions are applied consistently and fairly. 

For this reason, when students receive L1, L2 and L3 
detentions from staff, the expectation is that the student 
will sit the detention.

• If a student needs clarification about the reason for 
a sanction, we would encourage them to speak to 
the teacher who set the sanction, or their tutor, at an 
appropriate time. 

• If parents/carers wish for further clarification from the 
member of staff who issued the sanction, please send 
in a letter or a note in your child’s handbook so that 
they can show the member of staff who will then be 
able to respond accordingly.

Please find further information about the school’s 
Behaviour for Learning policy and procedures on the 
school website or in your childs handbook. 

Music At The Highfield School
We offer the following instrumental and vocal lessons 
with our fantastic team of peripatetic teachers:

• Voice
• Piano
• Violin, viola
• Flute, clarinet, saxophone
• Guitar – acoustic, electric and bass
• Brass
• Drum kit

Instrumental and Vocal Lessons FAQ’s

Q: Where can I store my instrument? 
A: We have an instrument store cupboard in the music 
department, just outside H106 in the Howard Block. 
The school is not insured for any loss or damage to 
instruments; therefore we would recommend instruments 
are insured as part of your home insurance.

Q: How do I know when my lesson time is? 
A: Once an application for lessons has been processed, 
a member of the finance team will contact you to confirm 
the date and time of your first lesson. Lesson timetables 
are displayed on the instrument store cupboard door. You 
will be expected to check your time each week.

Q: How much do lessons cost? 
A: It depends on the length of lesson you have (20 
minutes or 30 minutes) and whether these lessons are 
shared or individual. Some families are entitled to extra 
subsidies to help them afford lessons.  
 
All the information about pricing is on the school website: 
http://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/Music-Tuition 

Q: How much notice is required to stop lessons? 
A: We require a half term’s notice if you wish to stop 
lessons. You should inform the school finance office in 
writing of your decision. This is to allow us to enable 
other students to take up lessons where there is a waiting 
list.

Extra-curricular opportunities in music 
Chamber Choir: Monday’s 1.20pm-1.50pm, Years 10-13 
Junior Choir: Thursday’s 3pm-4pm, Years 7-9

Christmas Concert: Thursday 20th December at 7pm. We 
welcome soloists and ensembles to join our programme 
for this concert. Please speak to Mrs Meacham or Mr 
Nichol if you are interested.

Headphones 
We use headphones regularly in music 
lessons. These are provided by the 
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Late Detentions
It is a legal requirement that students attend School 
regularly and on time. Students should always make sure 
that they are at their tutor room or classroom on time.

We ask that students please arrive in 
school at 8.15am. A bell sounds at 8.20am 
and students then make their way to their 
tutor rooms. They are expected to be in 
their tutor room no later than 8.25am when 
the registers will be taken. Detentions are 
set for lateness – both for lateness arriving to School and 
for lateness arriving to Tutor Rooms.

If students arrive late for school they should report to late 
duty staff on the front gate (or to the front office if arriving 
after 08.50am).

• Students will receive a warning on the first occasion 
they are late in each half term. This allows a student 
to be late to school 6 times during the year without 
receiving a sanction.

• If they are late again in the half term this will escalate to 
a Level 1 detention of half an hour.

• If they are late again a Level 2 detention of 1 hour will 
be set.

• On their fourth late, a 2 hour detention will be given and 
their Tutor will contact home.

For the few students who continue to be late after this, 
they will not receive another warning but will start again 
with an L1 detention, then a L2, then a L3.

Should any students still continue to be persistently late 
then a warning letter will be sent home and if lateness 
still continues, students will be in detention for their 
lunchtime on each day they arrive late.

Thank you for your support with ensuring your child 
arrives in school on time.

Mrs C Thomas 
Attendance Manager 

HAND News
The latest issue of HAND News is available to download 
at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/handnews

It includes lots of information on free courses for parents/
carers, inclusive activities for children, support groups 
and much more.

 
Extra Curricular Activities
The new Autumn Term schedule for extra curricular 
activities and PE clubs is now available. 

Please see the schedule at the end of this newsletter.

Using The SchoolComms App
If you change your mobile phone handset and you use 
the schoolcomms app please make sure you log out 
of the app before swapping or you will not receive any 
messages from the school. 

Please contact us if you have recently changed your 
handset / mobile number but have not logged out before 
the swap.

Are Your School Gateway App Notifications on?

For iPhones:

• On your phone go to Settings / Notifications Centre 
• Scroll down your list of apps until you find School 

Gateway and select it
• To the right of “Allow Notifications” will be button which 

you can slide to put the notifications on
 
For Android phones: 
Either

• On your phone go to Settings | Applications Manager
• Scroll down your list of apps until you find School 

Gateway and select it
• In here there will be a tick box that says “Show 

notifications” ensure this is selected 
Or:

• On your phone go to Settings | Notifications
• Scroll down your list of apps until you find School 

Gateway 
• To the right will be a slide on/off button which you can 

slide to put the notifications on

The Highfield School On Social Media
The Highfield School is now fully established on Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram. These platforms are designed 
for you to see the excellent work of our students and 
staff, to keep you updated on school life, as well as keep 
you informed of important dates and events.

Please do follow us and like us using the following links 
to ensure you don’t miss out.

https://twitter.com/highfieldschool

https://www.facebook.com/thehighfieldschool/

https://www.instagram.com/highfieldschool/

If you need to contact the school, please do so using the 
Who To Contact document attached. Please avoid using  
the social media sites as a method of communication to 
ensure that your questions and queries are addressed by 
the appropriate person in a timely manner. 
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All exam candidates therefore must be available to 
sit exams from the start of the exams in May until 
Wednesday 26th June 2019.  This decision is not a 
school decision and does apply to all candidates in all 
schools. 

 
Mr M Furness 
Head of Sixth Form/Assistant Headteacher

 
Year 13 Destinations

University of Hertfordshire - 4 
Degrees

Midwifery, Primary Education, 
Film & TV Production, TV 
Production

University of the Arts London - 1 
Degree

Graphic Communication

St.Mary’s University Twickenham 
- 1 Degree

Sports Science

Queen Margaret University - 1 
Degree

Geography / Diagnostic 
Radiography

University of Leicester - 1 Degree Mathematics

Arts University Bournemouth - 1 
Degree

Fine Art

University of Gloucester - 3 
Degrees

Fine Art - 2 degrees, Illustration

Loughborough University - 2 
Degrees

Business Management, Robotics 
Mechatronics Engineering

Nottingham Trent University - 5 
Degrees

Computer Science, Physics 
(Astrophysics), Property / Real 
Estate, Psychology, Graphic 
Design

Anglia Ruskin University - 3 
Degrees

History, Drama & English, Fine 
Art

University of Warwick -1 Degree Computer Science

University of Sheffield - 2 
Degrees

History & Archaeological Studies, 
Mathematics

Manchester Metropolitan - 2 
Degrees

Computer Science, Film & Media 
Studies

University of East London - 2 
Degrees

Accounting & Finance, 
Psychology

Norwich University of Arts - 1 
Degree

Graphic Design

University of Reading - 2 
Degrees

Ecology, Mathematics with 
Foundation Year

Coventry University -1 Degree Aviation and Airport Management

University of Huddersfield -1 
Degree

Computer Science

University of Lincoln -1 Degree Biological Sciences

University of Manchester -1 
Degree

English

BIMM -1 Degree Music Production

Newcastle University - 1 Degree Biomedical Science

University of Nottingham - 2 
Degrees

Psychology / Forensic 
Psychology

Southampton Solent University 
-1 Degree

Football Business Management

London Southbank University - 1 
Degree

Physiotherapy / sports and 
exercise

University of Cambridge -1 
Degree

Computer Science

UCFB - 1 Degree Football Business & Finance

Important Sixth Form Dates
Please find below some key dates and timeline of events 
for the Sixth Form

 
Year 12

October 2018 ATL progress check
November 2018 Mock exams 

EPQ visit to University of 
Hertfordshire 
Year 12 progress report-study at 
home

January 2018 Year 12 Parents’ Evening at 
Fearnhill School 

March 2019 Year 12 UCAS trip 
Work experience preparation

May 2019 UCAS preparation
June 2019 Continue with UCAS preparation 

End of year exams 
Prepare for work experience

July 2019 Progress report 
Work experience

 

Year 13

September 2018 Emirates Apprenticeship Trip
October 2018 ATL progress check 

UCAS applications 
Oxbridge deadline

November 2018 Mock exams 
UCAS applications

December 2018 Year 13 progress/tutor report 
Parents’ Evening at Highfield

January 2019 UCAS deadline
February 2019 Mock exams 

ADT trip to Paris
March 2019 Apprenticeship workshops/

information evenings 
Final school report

May-June 2019 Continue preparing for final A 
Level exams

May 2019 University top two choices 
deadline 
Sixth Form Ball 
Leavers assembly (24th May)

June 2019 A Level exams - start on 13th May 
with the last exam on 25th June*.

August 2019 A Level results (15th August)
 
* A contingency exam day has been arranged for A 
level examinations: “should sustained national or local 
disruption arise during the examination period”. The 
contingency date is Wednesday 26th June 2019.

This day will be used if an exam, in the event of a serious 
national or local incident, needs to be rearranged for a 
later date to allow all students a fair and equal chance.   
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Schools Closure Notification System
We recommend that you sign up for the Schools Closure 
Notification System as we approach the Autumn/Winter 
months where weather can be more changable.

Messages from the school with regards to a school 
closure will be sent to you via email and SMS. To sign up 
please visit:

https://member.everbridge.net/index/892807736725489#/
login

This link will take you to the ‘sign-in’ page where you can 
click the ‘sign up’ button located at the top right hand 
side of the page on the grey strip, and simply follow the 
instructions. It should take no more than 5 minutes to 
register and you can also edit your information at any 
time, should you change your mobile number or email 
address.

Each contact within this system can have 2 devices 
added for each communication type, i.e. SMS or email, 
enabling you to add not only your own mobile number 
and email address, but also the mobile number and email 
of a partner or grandparent etc. Alternatively partners can 
register under their own login details. 

If you have children at more than one school, you can 
register for the other school(s) too in a single registration 
process by selecting all the schools you have children at.

Please note, if you child leaves or moves onto a different 
school, it is up to you to remove the school from your list 
as you will continue to receive notifcations after your child 
leaves the school if you do not.

2018/2019 Term Dates
Autumn Term 2018

• 1st October 2018 - Open Evening - Early Close 
• 2nd October 2018 - Open Morning
• 22nd October 2018 - Year 11 And Year 13 Study Skills 

Information Evening
• 29th October 2018 - 2nd November 2018 – Half Term 

Week
• 6th November 2018 - Post 16 Options Evening At The 

Highfield School
• 7th November 2018 - Post 16 Options Evening At 

Fearnhill
• 29th November 2018 - Year 7 Parents’ Evening
• 4th December 2018 - Year 13 Joint Parent Consultation 

At The Highfield School
• 21st December 2018 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close

Spring Term 2019

• 7th January 2019 - INSET Day
• 8th January 2019 - Term Starts For All Year Groups
• 10th January 2019 -Year 9 Options Evening
• 24th January 2019 - Year 11 Parents’ Evening
• 31st January 2019 - Year 12 Parents’ Evening At 

Fearnhill
• 7th February 2019 - Year 9 Parents’ Evening
• 18th February 2019 - 22nd February 2019 – Half Term 

Week
• 4th April 2019 - Year 10 Parents’ Evening
• 5th April 2019 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close

Summer Term 2019

• 23rd April 2019 - INSET Day
• 24th April 2019 - Term Starts For All Year Groups
• 27th May 2019 - 31st May 2019 – Half Term Week
• 4th July 2019 - Year 8 Parents’ Evening
• 19th July 2019 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close 

Results Days

• 15th August 2019 - A Level Results Day
• 22nd August 2019 - GCSE Results Day

Autumn Term 2019

• 2nd September 2019 - INSET Day – No students 
Please

• 3rd September 2019 - New Term Starts - More Details 
To Follow

• 28th October 2019 - 1st November 2019 – Half Term 
Week

• 6th December 2019 - Occasional Day
• 20th December 2019 - Last Day Of Term - Early Close

A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website: http://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/Calendar 
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DAY TIME WHO FOR ACTIVITY VENUE TEACHER 
RESPONSIBLE

Monday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm Yr 7 & 8 Drama Club HG107 VLE
Monday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm KS3 Advanced Drama Club HG01 RNE
Monday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm Yr 8 & 9 Basketball Sports Hall LDL
Monday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm Yr 7, 8 & 9 Dance Club Dance studio FSR
Monday Lunch 1.10 - 1.50pm Yr 7, 8 & 9 Lunch Club LD1 WLN
Monday Lunch 1.10 - 1.40pm All Years Munch Club LD2 WMS
Monday After School 3.00 - 4.30pm All Years Dungeons and Dragons H112 WCX / PCK / DVL
Monday After School 3.00 - 4.00pm All Years Girls Football Outside LTE
Monday After School 3.00 - 4.00pm All Years Boys Football Outside Pavilion KMP/LDL
Monday After School 3.00 - 4.00pm All Years Homework Support Library HLL/TON

Tuesday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm Yr 7-10 Challenge Club H206 BWN
Tuesday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm All years ICT Club P203 HMS
Tuesday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm Year 7 Nurture Group Nurture Group Reading Club UG06 HLL / SYS
Tuesday Lunch 1.10 - 1.50pm Yr 7, 8 & 9 Lunch Club LD1 WLN
Tuesday Lunch 1.10 - 1.40pm All Years Munch Club LD2 WMS
Tuesday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm All years Dungeons and Dragons P105 DVL
Tuesday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm All years, by invite Soul Band H102 NCL
Tuesday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm BTEC Dance Dance Studio FSR
Tuesday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm Senior Netball CEL
Tuesday After School 3.00 - 4.00pm All years Rock Club H102 MCM
Tuesday After School 3.00 - 4.00pm All Years Homework Support Library HLL/TON

Wednesday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm KS3 Wellbeing related H110 JNG
Wednesday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm KS3 MFL club U115 BTY
Wednesday Lunch 1.10 - 1.50pm Yr 7, 8 & 9 Lunch Club LD1 WLN
Wednesday Lunch 1.10 - 1.40pm All Years Munch Club LD2 WMS
Wednesday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm Yr 10 - 13 Chamber Choir H102/H106 NCL/MCM
Wednesday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm GCSE Students pratical intervention KMP/SRT
Wednesday After School 3.00 - 4.00pm Yr 7, 8 & 9 Hockey Sports Hall FSR
Wednesday After School 3.00 - 4.00pm All Years Homework Support Library HLL/TON

Thursday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm Year 9 Art club U113 HSK
Thursday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm All years ICT Club P204 KNW
Thursday Lunch 1.10 - 1.50pm Yr 7, 8 & 9 Lunch Club LD1 WLN
Thursday Lunch 1.10 - 1.40pm All Years Munch Club LD2 WMS
Thursday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm All years Piano Ensemble Music Practice 4 NCL
Thursday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm Yr 7 Basketball Sports Hall KMP/LDL
Thursday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm All years Trampolining Sports Hall FSR/SRT
Thursday After School 3.00 - 4.00pm Yr 7 - 9 Junior Choir H102 MCM
Thursday After School 3.00 - 4.30pm All Years Dungeons and Dragons H112 WCX / PCK / DVL
Thursday After School 3.00 - 4.00pm Yr 7, 8 & 9 Netball Sports Hall CEL/SRT
Thursday After School 3.00 - 4.00pm All Years Rugby Outside KMP/LDL
Thursday After School 3.00 - 4.00pm All Years Homework Support Library HLL/TON

Friday Lunch 1.10 - 1.50pm All Years EAL Conversation club H111 HGH/ DEL
Friday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm All Years Tech club HG01 RNE
Friday Lunch 1.20 - 1.50pm Badminton Sports Hall LTE/CEL
Friday After School 3.00 - 4.00pm All Years Homework Support Library HLL/TON

Extra Curricular Activities Autumn Term 2018

 

 

 

 

DAY LUNCHTIME  AFTER SCHOOL  
3pm-4.00pm 

MONDAY 
 

Years 8/9 Basketball (LDL) 
 Dance Club Year 7/8/9 (FSR) 

Girls Football All Years (Outside) LTE 
Boys Football (Outside Pavilion) All Years KMP/LDL 

TUESDAY 
 

BTEC Dance – FSR 
Senior Netball - CEL 

Department Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY GCSE students practical Intervention (KMP/SRT) Years 7,8 & 9 Hockey (Sports Hall) FSR 

THURSDAY 
 

Year 7 Basketball (KMP/LDL) 
 All Years trampolining (FSR/SRT) 

Years 7/8 & 9 Netball (Sports Hall) CEL/SRT 
All Years Rugby (Outside) KMP/LDL 

FRIDAY Badminton LTE/CEL  

All Sporting fixtures take priority over clubs afterschool 

Autumn Term PE Clubs 





What parents need to know about

WhatsApp

   

 

 

 

 

SOURCES: :https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/apr/26/whatsapp-plans-to-ban-under-16s-the-mystery-is-how, https://whatsappbrand.com/
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/whatsapp-update-latest-india-hoaxes-forward-messages-app-download-a8456011.html

WhatsApp is one of the most popular messaging apps in 
the world, with more than 1.5 billion people in more than 

180 countries using it to send and receive text, photos, 
videos and documents, as well as make voice and video 

calls through an Internet or Wi-Fi connection. The free app 
offers end-to-end encryption, which means that messages 

can only be read by the sender and the recipient in 
one-to-one chats, or all members if it is a group chat.  Not 

even WhatsApp can read them. 

© National Online Safety Ltd
’s support information to see if 

your security and privacy concerns are addressed.

FAKE NEWS AND HOAXES
WhatsApp has been linked to enabling the spread  of 

dangerous viral rumours. In India, for example,  a number of 
attacks appear to have been sparked  by false rumours shared 

on WhatsApp. 

THE ‘ONLY ADMIN’ FEATURE 
AND CYBERBULLYING

Cyberbullying is the act of sending threatening or taunting 
text messages, voice messages, pictures and videos, with the 

aim to hurt and humiliate the receiver. The group chat and 
group video call features are great for multiple people to chat 

simultaneously, but there is the potential for people to hurt 
others with their comments or jokes. The ‘only admin’ feature 
gives the admin of a group chat greater control over who can 

send messages. Whilst this can be good for one-way 
announcements, the group admin has the power to block 

somebody from responding to an offensive message in a chat, 
which could result in a child being upset and unable to reply. 

AGE LIMIT CHANGE
Since May 2018, the minimum age for using WhatsApp is 16 

years old if you live in the European Union, including the UK. 
Prior to this, the minimum age was 13, which still applies for 
the rest of the world. WhatsApp has not yet stated whether it 
will take action against anyone aged between 13 and 16 who 

already hold accounts under the old terms and conditions, 
such as closing their account or seeking parental permission. 

SCAM MESSAGES 
Occasionally on WhatsApp, people receive spam messages 

from unauthorised third parties or from fraudsters 
pretending to offer prizes to ‘lucky people,’ encouraging 

recipients to click on a link to win a prize. A common scam 
involves messages warning recipients that their WhatsApp 

subscription has run out with the hope that people are 
duped into providing their payment details. Other scam 
messages include instructions to forward the message in 

return for a reward or gift from WhatsApp or another person. 

CONNECTING WITH STRANGERS
To start a chat in WhatsApp, you need to know the mobile 

number of the contact you want to speak to and they also need 
to have the app downloaded. WhatsApp can find contacts by 

accessing the address book of a  device and recognising which 
of those contacts are using WhatsApp. If your child has shared 

their mobile number with some- body they don’t know, they can 
use it to get in touch via WhatsApp.

LIVE LOCATION SHARING
WhatsApp’s ‘Live Location’ feature enables users to share their 

current location in real time to their contacts in a chat, allowing 
friends to show their movements. The feature, which can be 

found by pressing the ‘attach’ button, is described by WhatsApp 
as a “simple and secure way to let people know where you are.” 
Location-sharing is already a common feature on other social 

apps, including Snapchat’s Snap Map and Facebook Messenger 
and can be a useful way for a child to let loved ones know they 
are safe. However, if your child is in a group chat with people 
they do not know, they will be exposing their location. 

AG
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16+

CREATE A SAFE PROFILE 
Even though somebody would need your child’s phone number 

to add them as a contact, as an extra security measure we 
suggest altering their profile settings to control who can see 

their profile photo and status. The options to choose from are 
‘Everyone,’ ‘My Contacts’ and ‘Nobody.’ We suggest selecting ‘My 

Contacts’ or ‘Nobody’ to ensure their profile is protected.

EXPLAIN HOW TO BLOCK PEOPLE

REPORT SCAM MESSAGES
Advise your child not to tap, share or forward any message that 

looks suspicious or sounds too good to be true. When your 
child receives a message from an unknown number for the first 

time, they will be given the option to report the number as 
spam directly inside the chat. They can also report a contact or 

a group as spam using the following steps: 1) Open the chat. 
2)Tap on the contact or group name to open their profile 

information. 3) Scroll to the bottom and tap ‘Report Spam.’

LEAVE A GROUP
If your child is part of a group chat that makes them feel 

uncomfortable or has been added to a group they don’t want to 
be part of, use the group’s settings to show them how to leave. 

If someone exits a group, the admin can add them back in once, 
If they leave again, they cannot be added again.

USING LIVE LOCATION SAFELY
If your child needs to use the ‘Live Location’ feature to share 

with you or a friend, advise them to only share it for the amount 
of time they need to. WhatsApp gives the options of either 15 

minutes, one hour or eight hours. However, your child can 
choose to stop sharing at any time.

DELETE ACCIDENTAL 
MESSAGES

If your child has sent a message to the wrong chat 
or if a message they sent has contained a mistake, 

they can delete it. To do this, simply tap and hold on 
the message, choose ‘Delete’ and then ‘Delete for 

everyone.’ The app allows seven minutes to delete the 
message after it has been sent, but it is important to 

remember that recipients may have seen and screenshot a 
message before it was deleted.

SET TIME LIMITS
A 2017 study found that by the age of 14 the average child 

will have sent more than 35,000 texts, 30,000 WhatsApp 
messages and racked up more than three solid weeks of 

video chat.  Although it is inevitable that your child will use 
technology, you can still set boundaries. This is not easy, 

especially since teens use their devices for both 
schoolwork and free time, often simultaneously. 

Top Tips Parentsfor

www.nationalonlinesafety.com

If your child has received spam or offensive 
messages, calls or attachments from a contact, 
they should block them. Messages and status 

updates sent by a blocked contact will not 
show up on the phone and will stay 

undelivered. Blocking someone will not 
remove this contact from the contact list – 

they will need to be removed from the phone’s 
address book. To block a contact, your child 
needs to open the person’s chat stream and 

tap on the settings. 



What parents need to know about

YouTube

   

 

 

 

 

SOURCES: : https://www.thesun.co.uk/tech/6702517/youtube-porn-videos-roblox-sex-games-watch-online/, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-frgntP96M, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L2xuy7hc-hc
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5126833/Terrifying-truth-child-watches-YouTube.html, https://www.todaysparent.com/family/crazy-youtube-challenges-kids-are-doing/, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yek0Jb0sBg 
https://tocaboca.com/magazine/common-sense-media-youtube/, http://familytech.com/so-your-kid-wants-to-start-their-own-youtube-channel/, https://www.laptopmag.com/articles/block-someone-youtube
https://www.youtube.com/intl/en-GB/yt/about/brand-resources/#logos-icons-colors, https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/popular-youtube-gamers-kids-cant-get-enough-ofStamp

YouTube is a video sharing site/application that enables you to 
upload, view, rate, share and comment on a wide variety of 

videos.  Consisting of a huge resource of information, advice 
and entertainment, YouTube now has 1.9 billion logged-in 

monthly users who watch a billion hours of video daily. Most 
of the content on Google-owned YouTube is uploaded by 

individuals, but organisations and media companies also offer 
some of their content via this platform. 

© National Online Safety Ltd
’s support information to see if 

your security and privacy concerns are addressed.

SHARING VIDEOS
As well as watching videos, many children are keen to share their 

own videos online, emulating their YouTube heroes, such as 
Stampy or DanTDM. However, if they post something on YouTube, 
they may later regret it or feel embarrassed about what they have 

shared. There is also a risk that they will receive hurtful or 
negative comments regarding not only their content, but also 
their appearance. YouTube’s comment section is infamous for 

being one of the most opinionated on the Internet.

INAPP MESSAGING
When your child is logged into their Google account and browsing 

the YouTube website, they can share and talk about videos with 
their friends using the chat bubble. This can be found at the top 
right of the desktop site or through in-app messaging on their 

mobile or tablet. When they tap on the ‘Friends’ icon, they have a 
list of suggested people from their contacts – which can be any 

contact they’ve had on Google or somebody who has sent them 
an invite link. 

SPENDING A PREMIUM
YouTube Premium (formerly YouTube Red) is a 
new paid streaming subscription service in the 
UK, offering a three-month free trial to tempt 
viewers into a £12-per-month plan. This includes the ability to 
download videos, stream videos with the app in the 
background, gives exclusive access to original content and a 
separate music streaming service and gaming app.

DANGEROUS ‘CHALLENGE’ 
& VIRAL VIDEOS

On YouTube, ‘challenge videos’ are shared quickly and can be 
very dangerous. One person may post a video of themselves 

doing something unusual like eating a hot chilli or jumping in 
a river and before you know it, the video goes viral and 

everyone wants to join in and share their videos. The speed in 
which challenge videos spread across the Internet makes it 

difficult to keep up with the latest ones.

AGEINAPPROPRIATE VIDEOS 
As YouTube is the biggest video sharing website in the 

world, there is content available for all ages, meaning that 
some content will not be appropriate for your child. If you 
think that content is unsuitable, there is a flagging feature 

to submit it for review by YouTube staff, but you will need to 
be aware that just because video is not appropriate for a 
younger audience, it may not violate YouTube’s policies. 

YouTube has mechanisms in place to automatically remove 
explicit and harmful content, yet offensive content may still 

slip through. 

AG
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13+

TURN ON ‘RESTRICTED’ MODE
‘Restricted Mode’ is an optional setting you can use to help 
screen out potentially mature content  you may prefer your 
child not to see. Restricted Mode works on the browser or 

device level, so must be turned on for each browser or 
device your child uses. To do this, follow these steps:

Please note that you can’t ‘lock’ restricted mode on a 
phone in the same way that you can on a desktop. You will 

need to turn this on each time your child uses it.

CREATE A FAMILY GOOGLE ACCOUNT
By having a shared family Google account, checking the 
history will enable you to see exactly what your child is 

watching and sharing on YouTube. To see the history on a 
computer, on the right hand menu under the library 

section, click ‘History.’ On mobiles, the viewing history can 
be found by clicking on the ‘Library’ tab.

OPT FOR A FAMILY PREMIUM PLAN
A YouTube family Premium plan may be a cost-effective 

option if you have more than one child. For £17.99 a month, 
it allows you to share a YouTube paid membership with up to 
five other family members – aged 13 and older – living in the 
same household. As the account holder, or family manager, 

you must create a Google family account.

MANAGING INAPP MESSAGES 
If your child is accessing YouTube via your account, bear in 
mind that they may be contacted by Google contacts who 
are complete strangers to them. You can remove someone 

from the suggested contacts list by pressing and holding the 
person’s name and tapping on the red ‘x.’

POPULAR YOUTUBE GAMERS
There are hundreds of YouTube accounts which show other 

people playing and commenting on games. These are called 
‘Let’s Play’ videos. While YouTube can be a great resource for 
hints, tips and news for games, it is a good idea for parents 
to keep a close eye on what YouTuber’s are posting. Often, 

the games they are playing will contain strong language and 
violence. A few examples of popular YouTube gamers for you 

to have a look at are:
•  Stampy
•  Yogscast Lewis & Simon
•  PewDiePie
•  EthanGamer
•  Markiplier

•  PopularMMOs
•  Captainsparklez
•  Jacksepticeye
•  LtCorbis
•  Dan TDM

BLOCKING ACCOUNTS 
When using YouTube, there may be instances where your child 
receives negative comments. If somebody’s giving your child a 

difficult time, here’s how to block them and prevent future 
comments and replies:

•  Go to their channel/account by clicking on their name.
•  Click on ‘About.’
•  Tap the dropdown box with an image of a flag on it.
•  Press ‘Block user.’
•  Tap ‘Submit.’

MONITOR WHAT YOUR CHILD IS 
WATCHING/POSTING

The only way to truly know what your child may have been 
watching is to regularly monitor them. You can do this by 

checking their viewing history. YouTube videos can also be 
easily downloaded, so it is important that your child 

understands the associated dangers of content they are 
uploading and that it could harm their online reputation in 
the future. Show them how to set their videos to private or 
choose a small network of YouTubers to share with. To get 

started, your child can use YouTube Studio which offers 
learning modules on creating a YouTube channel, however, 

you should encourage them not to use their real name.

DIGITAL WELLBEING
YouTube has launched a tool called ‘Time Watched’ that allows 
you to see how long has been spent on the platform. Once you 

have discovered how much time has been spent on the app, 
there is the option to set a time limit. Once the limit is reached, 

a reminder will pop up on the screen. You can also disable 
sounds and vibrations to help resist the urge to check for 

notifications.

Top Tips Parentsfor

www.nationalonlinesafety.com

Desktop:
•  Go to the bottom of any 

YouTube page and switch 
‘Restricted Mode’ to ‘ON.’

•  To make it more difficult 
for this to be turned off, 
you will be given the 
option to lock restricted 
mode onto your browser.

Mobile:
•  Tap the three vertical 

dots at the top-right on 
the screen and press, 
‘Settings.’

•  Click on ‘Restricted 
mode filtering.’

•  Press ‘Restrict.’

*NEW FEATURES* 


