
Issue: 5 
19th November 2021Tel: 01462 620500

The Highfield News
www.highfield.herts.sch.uk

Dear parents and carers

Once again, there has been much going on over the past 
fortnight. Last week it was really moving to see the poppy 
displays created by our students and the art department; 
and our school community all sharing the two minutes 
silence to commemorate Remembrance Day- many in 
their association uniforms. In addition, it was a proud 
moment when two Highfield students, Anna Year 10 and 
Rayan Year 8, joined me on Sunday to lay a wreath on 
the school’s behalf at the Letchworth Memorial. It was 
a moving service and it was great to see a number of 
our students involved in their local youth groups, plus 
Mr Hobbs with the Scouts. You may have seen The 
Comet’s report on local services and the article about 
our commemoration in school: https://www.thecomet.
net/news/schools-remembrance-services-herts-and-
beds-8484866

We also had a very successful Sixth Form Options 
Evening, filling the hall twice for talks, with a great 
buzz throughout the evening. It was particularly nice to 
welcome our Year 10 students so that they could begin to 
consider their aspirations for KS5 and so many potential 
external students too. 

This week marks National Anti-Bullying week and we 
have had a number of different events taking place. 
Today we have been holding an anti-bullying conference 
with nominated students from across the year groups 
taking part and our Head/Deputy Student Leaders 
helping to run it. The aim of the day included a review 
and development of our anti-bullying charter (which will 
go to staff and students for wider consultation) and the 
creation of a bully-free form curriculum/award. I am really 
looking forward to hearing the students’ ideas based on 
their discussions today and you will be able to see those 
outcomes in our forthcoming editions of The Highfield 
News.

Next week, we are looking forward to our school 
production taking place on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings. The rehearsals and preview in 
assemblies this week suggest that it is going to be a 
great show. If you have not already purchased your 
ticket, then you can do so through WisePay or your child 
can purchase them directly from the Finance Office at 
break or lunchtime. We look forward to seeing many of 
you next week.

Finally, a reminder that next Friday is an Occasional Day 
and that the school will be closed to staff and students.

Warm regards,

Mrs L Miles 
Headteacher

https://www.thecomet.net/news/schools-remembrance-services-herts-and-beds-8484866
https://www.thecomet.net/news/schools-remembrance-services-herts-and-beds-8484866
https://www.thecomet.net/news/schools-remembrance-services-herts-and-beds-8484866
https://www.thecomet.net/news/schools-remembrance-services-herts-and-beds-8484866%0D
https://www.facebook.com/thehighfieldschool
https://twitter.com/highfieldschool
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Book Club got off to a great start this half term with a 
lively meeting looking at a selection of ‘future classics’ 
received from The Book Trust. 

After a group vote, we have decided to start reading two 
of the books: Wink by Rob Harrell and Noor-Un-Nissa 
Inayat Khan by Sufiya Ahmed. 

Book Club meets every Friday lunchtime in the Library 
and new members are always welcome.

If your child would like to join, please encourage them to 
see me in the Library.

Ms C Turner 
Library Manager 
 
 

This week we have taken part in Anti-bullying Week 
and we have been busy discussing the importance of 
ensuring that we have a safe and supportive environment 
for all our students. This year’s focus is One Kind Word.

Below is an outline of the activities our students have 
been involved in:

All week 
The ‘kindness box’ – in the library, students can 
anonymously say sorry say something kind to another 
student. These cards will be delivered at the end of the 
week in Tutor Time by the ambassadors.

In Tutor Time 
Monday - Form group anti-bullying pledge.  
Tuesday - Anti-bullying survey  
Wednesday – Acts of kindness list 
Thursday - Acts of kindness list 
Friday – Anti-bullying conference and delivery of act of 
kindness postcards in Tutor Time.

Anti-bullying conference: 
Session 1: What is our anti-bullying charter? 
Session 2: Bully free form status - designing our Year 7 
programme 
Session 3: Anti-bully ambassador training  
Session 4: Well-being planning – events calendar

All Tutor groups across the school have nominated 
a student to attend the conference and be their anti-
bullying ambassador. We are incredibly proud of all 
our students and their commitment to ensure that The 
Highfield School is spreading this years message of ‘One 
Kind Word’.

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher

The local Public Health team have allowed us to step 
down our measures in relation to external fixtures. All 
Hertfordshire schools continue to encourage the use of 
masks and there is a review of this that will take place 
this week. 

You will be aware that paper masks are not ideal and 
can be a damaging addition to the environment. Please 
can we therefore ask that you ensure that your child has 
a reusable mask to limit this waste.  As ever, if there are 
any changes we will communicate those with you. 

Mrs L Miles 
Headteacher

 
You may be aware from the news that a number of 
schools have experienced unpleasant and in some 
cases, defamatory, material about schools/school staff 
being shared on fake accounts. We too have been made 
aware of some unacceptable content regarding our 
school and staff. We are working to establish the likely 
source of these posts and have been communicating 
directly with our local PCSOs (who will also be running 
assemblies with students on their digital footprints) and 
communicating with students who have followed or 
commented on any of this material. We are also working 
with the Safer Internet Organisation to have content 
removed. 

During our investigation, we have identified students 
who have ‘followed’ these accounts. We need to be 
clear that any actions such as: following, encouraging or 
commenting suggests that students are complicit in the 
actions on that account and are in contravention of our 
expectations. In such cases, we will consider sanctions, 
where appropriate, in line with our Behaviour for Learning 
Policy. 

We would please encourage you to monitor any social 
media accounts your children have and to ensure that 
they are not engaging in such content or following 
anyone they do not know for e-safety reasons.

Thank you for your support in this and please do contact 
the school should you have any concerns.

Mrs L Miles 
Headteacher

 
The IT department will run 
iPad drop-in sessions every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 1.20pm onwards 
in P201.

  Book Club  Covid Measures

  Social Media 

  iPad Drop-In Sessions

  Anti-bullying Week
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As you will already know, the government announced 
earlier this term that exams will go ahead this summer.  
However, they have updated their announcement 
recently to outline a contingency plan. This contingency 
plan would be followed in the unlikely event that 
exams cannot happen due to the pandemic. The key 
arrangements for this contingency is that students would 
be awarded Teacher Assessed Grades in their subjects, 
based on assessments that students complete in exam 
conditions. Please find further details in the Open 
Letter to Students from Ofqual at https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-
gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022

We are currently planning for any possible contingency 
and will update students and parents/carers with those 
plans in due course.  

We will be continuing to stress to students that mock 
exams and class assessments may therefore be used 
as assessment evidence, as well as being important 
preparation and practice for summer exams. Preparing 
and revising for these exams and assessments will 
continue to be crucial.  

Miss C Macrae 
Deputy Headteacher

Well done to the following students who have made great 
improvements over the past fortnight on Hegarty Maths 
and have made it onto the leader board for their year! 

Maddie Hurst 11

Ella Thomas 11

Sehj Liddar 11

Jonathon Williamson 10

Libby Welbourn 10

Mazen Aljbawi 10

Krishan Pall 9

James Andrews 9

Jack Cogan 9

Esme Searle 8

Tia Braddock Brewster 8

Harry Wright 8

Arabelle Whiteley 7

Archie Fisher 7

Lilly Burton-Pestell 7

We have Hegarty Homework Club every Monday in 
UG06 – please encourage your child to attend and so 
they can climb the Hegarty Maths leader board, 

The Maths Department

Congratulations to all the students who have been 
nominated by their Tutors.

Year Name
7 Seren Duncan

7 Jessica Walshaw

7 Pierce Thompson 

7 Susannah Battarbee 

7 Charlie Putman 

8 Jake Seigal 

8 Kate Kantaris 

8 Bobby Hex 

8 Erica Barfa 

8 Joshua Minshall

8 Michael Gollan

9 William Thompson-Hoare 

9 Alicia Small

9 Leo Roberts

9 Matilda Singleton

9 Sapphire Phillips

9 Awa Jassey

10 Leo Glasgow 

10 Esme Brothers

10 Hollie Barrett

10 Deja Beckford

10 Jack Watson

11 Daniel Duncan 

11 Rumman Johal 

11 Katie Gonsalves 

11 Harrison Jaworski

11 Liam Rayner

11 Fenn McCullagh 

11 Abbey Bryant

Sixth Form Oliver Peacock 

Sixth Form Joshua Rohan 

Sixth Form Katie Albon 

Sixth Form Sam Williams 

Sixth Form Ellen Sneddon 

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher 

 

Please be reminded that the balance for all first and 
second wave iPads should be fully paid by 30th 
November 2021. Please log into Wisepay to make any 
required payments. 

Mrs P Ferraro 
Finance Manager

  Year 11 And 13 Summer 2022 Exams

  iPad Payment Reminder

  Hegarty Homework Leader Board

  Tutee Of The Fortnight

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/letter-to-students%0D
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This year the school will be offering 
Christmas Dinner on:

Wednesday 15th December –  
for Years 7, 9 & 11 
Thursdays 16th December –  
for Years 8, 10, 12 & 13

The options are traditional Christmas dinner of Turkey, or 
Quorn fillet, and all the trimmings, along with a selection 
of seasonal desserts.

Meals must be pre-ordered by the 9th December at the 
latest.

Christmas Dinner costs £3. The preferred method of 
payment is via WisePay, however tickets can also be 
purchased from the Finance Office. Students entitled to a 
Free School Meal can order a Christmas Dinner ticket via 
Wisepay.

Please Note: the usual lunch time service will not be 
taking place on the days listed above, anyone entitled 
to Free School Meals who does not wish to have the 
Christmas Dinner may use their allocation at morning 
break.

• 23rd-25th  November 2021 - Back to the 80’s
• 26th November 2021 - Occasional Day - School Closed
• 29th November - 3rd December - Year 11 Mocks
• 1st December - Year 11 and 13 Warner Brothers Studio 

Tour Trip
• 1st December - Flu Nasal Spray for Years 7-11
• 3rd December - Year 8 HPV1 immunisations

Autumn Term 2021
• 26th November 2021 - Occasional Day - School Closed
• 17th December 2021 - Last Day of Term - Early Finish 

Spring Term 2022
• 5th January 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 14th February 2022 - Half Term Week
• 25th February 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 1st April 2022 - Last Day of Term
 
Summer Term 2022
• 19th April 2022 - Term starts for all year groups
• 2nd May 2022 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 30th May 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st July 2022 - Last Day of Term

Eedi has offered all Year 7 to Year 9 families free access 
to the Eedi Winter League, a free maths learning league 
designed to motivate your child to improve their maths 
grades and build confidence. 

Sign up for free at https://eedi.com/school-league

With the Eedi tutoring platform, your child will get 
unlimited access to self-paced lessons, guided review 
videos and interactive questions to help improve their 
grades and feel confident in maths.

The Maths Department

 
The Hertfordshire Opportunities Portal has been created 
to help you and your child to gain a better understanding 
of the job market in Hertfordshire. It is a fantastic tool 
enabling you to explore the key employment industries 
within the county detailing some of the major employers. 

HOP also performs a live job vacancy search allowing 
you to find any current or future vacancies and 
apprenticeship opportunities in Hertfordshire. On 
HOP you will also be able to access national careers 
databases and information that will help you and your 
child to start to making more informed decisions about 
their future careers.

For the past year HOP have been organising weekly 
careers webinars on a range of career paths. Details of 
these are shared within school and on our social media 
accounts and video recordings of these are available to 
watch after the event. Please encourage your child to 
sign up to attend the webinars or watch past webinars: 
https://www.hopinto.co.uk/explore-careers/webinars/
virtual-employer-encounters/

Mrs J Clift 
Assistant Headteacher

Should your child develop any of the following symptoms:

• A new persistent cough
• A temperature
• Change in taste or smell 

or test positive on a Lateral Flow Test, they must 
immediately self-isolate and get a PCR test. If the test 
is positive they will need to self-isolate for 10 days from 
the onset of symptoms/the day of the positive LFT. If the 
PCR is negative, they may return to school.

Please continue to do a Lateral Flow Test on Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings, reporting any positive results to 
covidresults@highfield.herts.sch.uk

  Term Dates

  Covid Testing

  Christmas Dinner

  Hertfordshire Opportunities Portal

  Maths Resources - Eedi Winter League

  Upcoming Calendar Dates
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2022/23 Term Dates
Autumn Term 2022
• 1st September 2022 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 2nd September 2022 - Term starts for Years 7 and 12 

only
• 5th September 2022 - All year groups return to school
• 24th October 2022 - Half Term Week
• 21st December 2022 - Last Day of Term  

Spring Term 2023
• 5th January 2023 - Occasional Day - School Closed
• 6th January 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 9th January 2023 - Term starts for all year groups 
• 13th February 2023 - Half Term Week
• 24th February 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 31st March 2023 - Last Day of Term  

Summer Term 2023
• 17th April 2023 - Term starts for all year groups
• 1st May 2023 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 29th May 2023 - Half Term Week
• 19th July 2023 - Last Day of Term 
A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar



GCSE & A Level Film Club 
Sociology & Health and Social Care students 

Please bring your lunch - Fridays P101

Discuss how the films illustrate theories we have learnt about. 

Christmas Lights Switch On
Saturday 27th November 2021 • 12–8pm

Food Traders  |  Craft Stalls
Entertainment throughout the Town during the day

Fairground Rides  |  Christmas Parade
Santa Claus  |  Live Entertainment on Stage

Free parking at Spirella

Sponsored by:

Book Club!   
Discovering new stories every 
Friday lunchtime in the Library. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Tickets now on sale! 
Adults £8 
Concessions £5 
Buy your tickets on Wisepay. Students can collect 
tickets from the Finance Office. 

23rd, 24th and 25th November 


