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Dear parents and carers 

I hope that you have had a restful and enjoyable half term 
break with your children.

We have been back in full swing this week, with our 
Year 13 students having their first mock exam week. 
They have been absolutely brilliant in their conduct and 
attitude towards these important set of exams and I 
would like to congratulate them all on that. Thank you 
too for the support you are offering them at home during 
this time. Year 11 will be taking their mock exams in a 
few weeks and Year 13 were wonderful role models for 
this, this week. Year 13 are also busy writing their UCAS 
statements for university places. We have already had 
some offers, including for medicine and look forward to 
hearing more exciting news in the coming weeks.

On the subject of next steps and aspirations, on Thursday 
17th November, we have our annual Sixth Form Open 
Evening. We invite ALL Year 11 and Year 10 students to 
this event as it offers an array of post 16 pathways. At 
this evening, we will have our Sixth Form offer on display 
(which includes some exciting new courses- following 
our student voice feedback) and we are very excited 
to be sharing the planning for our Sixth Form Centre 
renovations to be in place for September 2023. These too 
have had a lot of involvement and ideas from our students 
with a group of key stage 4 and 5 students meeting some 
of the designers included in the planning. We really are 
excited by the prospect of a purposeful, redesigned Sixth 
Form Centre, both for learning and for the all-round Sixth 
Form experience.

We are also excited to see the release of tickets for our 
up and coming Billy Elliott musical. Please do see the 
advert for how you can obtain tickets as it promises to be 
a wonderful show.

Finally, it has been wonderful to see how many students 
are taking up our free breakfast. Now the mornings are 
colder it is crucial that students start the day having 
had some breakfast. Please do remind your child that 
breakfast is available to them, free, from 7:50am daily. We 
look forward to seeing even more of our students there.

Warm regards, 
 
Mrs L Miles 
Headteacher

 
Last half term we ran our inaugural Highfield House 
Poetry Competition. Students had to write a poem 
offering hope for solving the climate crisis. We received 
nearly 100 entries and all those students received 5 
House Points - Well done! 

Turing house is clearly full of excellent poets as our 
winners were: Key Stage 3: Hazel Johns in Year 7 - 
Turing and Key Stage 4 and 5: Em Spires in Year 11 - 
Turing. Winners received 25 House Points. 

Runners-Up received 10 House Points. The students 
were: Nyah Nichol - Bronte, Lyla Sekhon- Bronte and 
Laila York-Musk - Turing

Here is the winning poem - Green Shoots, by Hazel 
Johns, Year 7

The earth weeps in pity, 
It cries out to the stars,  
Our trees are saddened; waiting for the soft caress of a 
human Heart. 

But damage can’t be beyond mend,  
The plants; some crying, most dead. 
But hope awaits them,  
Nature always finds a way.

Green shoots  
Unfurl from the earth, 
Breathing new life. 
Hope is strong enough. 
Life. 
Beauty. 

Well done to all who entered.

  House News
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Last half term Mrs Kench’s Challenge Club have been 
working on their challenge passports and entering 
competitions. Some students entered a Harry Potter 
competition to design a plant to be found at Hogwarts. 
We also enjoyed a trip to Shepreth Wildlife Park for the 
students who completed lots of challenges last year. If 
you are interested in joining us, please come to H206 on 
a Tuesday lunchtime to join in the Challenge.

Mrs R Kench 
Teacher of English

Congratulations to the students who have been awarded 
Tutee of the Fortnight.

Year 7 Lennart Joachimi 
Dylan Paris 
Esmee Black 
Harry Watson

Year 8 Amber Morris 
Tyler Cronin 
Lillie-Mae Bayliss 
Zach Leake 
Isabella Burniston

Year 9 Ashton Walker 
Pacha Sekhon 
Natalie Silman

Year 10 Harmony Banton  
Anika Patel 
Lyra Huckle 
Awa Jassey 
Fortune Madueke 
Mohammad Battah 
Sara Meersman

Year 11 Imorah-Ann Wright 
Janelle Hewton 
Hollie Barrett 
Saskia McManus

Sixth Form Caitlin Crudgington 
Quan Duc Ta 
Dilhar Warnakulasooriya 
Ethan Baldwin

Congratulations everyone!

Mr B Pike 
Assistant Headteacher 

Year 10 and 11 students continue to surpass our 
expectations in their use of GCSEPod for independent 
revision. At the back of this newsletter you can find a 
parent information leaflet which highlights the value of 
the check and challenge feature of GCSEPod. The check 
and challenge quizzes support the revision of essential 
subject content across many GCSE subjects. Please 
encourage your child to continue to use GCSEPod, as 
part of their independent study, as they prepare for their 
exams. 

Here is a video introduction to GCSEPod, for parents and 
carers - https://unicorntrainingvideos.wistia.com/medias/
m4g4h2yje9 

If you have any questions about GCSEPod, please 
contact your child’s Tutor in the first instance. 

Miss R Cosgrove  
Assistant Headteacher

  Tutee Of The Fortnight

  Year 10 and 11 - Using GCSEPod To 
  Check And Challenge

  Challenge Club Update
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Pre-Loved Uniform
Pre-loved uniform is available for sale at The Wilbury 
Community Forum, on the second  Saturday of each 
month from 10am-12.30pm. Wilbury Hall is in Letchworth, 
103a Bedford Road, SG6 4DU, opposite Tesco. 

Pre-Loved Uniform Donations
If you have any items of school uniform or PE equipment 
that are no longer needed, we would love to receive 
them.

Please drop washed, good quality items at the school 
reception. Thank you!

Miss R Cosgrove 
Assistant Headteacher

Our pre-loved coat and table top sale has been 
postponed until Saturday 19th November. 
If you have any spare children’s and/or adult coats or 
good quality items for the table top sale please bring 
these to school reception by Thursday 17th November.

Please share the poster attached at the back of 
this newsletter with friends and family to encourage 
attendance and help make our first event a real success.

Mrs A Edwards 
Pastoral Care Co-ordinator

 
When your child started at The Highfield School you may 
have informed us of any foods which your child is not 
allowed. Over time dietary requirements change and we 
would ask you to let us know of any changes.

The tills in the canteen hold dietary information about 
students so we need our systems to be correct so that 
we don’t stop a student from buying something which 
they can now have or allow them to have something 
which they shouldn’t. 

Please email admin@highfield.herts.sch.uk with any 
updates to your child’s dietary needs.

The Autism and ADHD transformation programme, which 
includes Hertfordshire County Council, NHS trusts, HPCI 
and local voluntary organisations, has been working hard 
to improve services for families and young people. 

A key area of work has been ensuring you know where 
you can go to access support in your local area. This will 
hopefully help you get access to support as early as you 
can.

To find out more about the support available 
please watch this 3-minute animation or visit 
the Herts Local Offer: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
autismADHDsupporthertfordshire

 
Free breakfast for all students is available in the canteen 
from 7.50-8.20 every day. We have toast, jam, a selection 
of cereals, bagels and cereal bars. Students can help 
themselves to one of the options. Students can stay and 
chat with friends, read or use their iPad. 

We would love to see them there!

 

Food Banks
Food banks are grassroots, community organisations 
aimed at supporting people who cannot afford the 
essentials in life. The Trussell Trust supports 1,200 
food banks across the UK with two-thirds of the UK’s 
food banks in its network. In order to get help from a 
food bank, you will need to be referred with a voucher, 
which can be issued by a number of local community 
organisations (for instance schools, GPs and advice 
agencies). Your local food bank can advise which 
agencies can help. 

Have a look at https://www.trusselltrust.org/ for further 
information. Our local foodbank is https://letchworth.
foodbank.org.uk/ 

  Support for Autism and ADHD in 
  Hertfordshire

  Family Support

  Free Breakfast

  Pre-Loved And Table Top SaleFree breakfast
available to
all students

every day
7.50am-8.20am in the canteen

  Dietary Needs
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2022/23 Term Dates
Autumn Term 2022
• 21st December 2022 - Last Day of Term - Early Close 

• Spring Term 2023
• 5th January 2023 - Occasional Day - School Closed
• 6th January 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 9th January 2023 - Term starts for all year groups 
• 13th February 2023 - Half Term Week
• 24th February 2023 - INSET Day - No Students Please
• 31st March 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close 

Summer Term 2023
• 17th April 2023 - Term starts for all year groups
• 1st May 2023 - Early May Bank Holiday
• 29th May 2023 - Half Term Week
• 19th July 2023 - Last Day of Term - Early Close
 
A full calendar of events can be found on the school 
website:  
https://www.highfield.herts.sch.uk/schoolcalendar

• 7th, 9th, 10th and 11th November - Play rehearsals 
after school

• 9th November - PSHE Day
• 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th November - Play 

rehearsals after School
• 16th November - Year 7 Progress Breakfast
• 17th November - Sixth Form Options Evening
• 18th November - Anti-bullying Student Conference
• 18th November - Learning Development Coffee 

Morning
• 19th November - Pre-Loved Table Top Sale
 
Upcoming vaccination dates
Year 8 HPV1- 2nd Decemeber and 9th December  
Year 9 DTP/MenACWY- 16th December  
Years 7, 8 and 9 Flu Vaccine - January 2023

  Term Dates  Upcoming Calendar Dates

Free breakfast
available to
all students

every day
7.50am-8.20am in the canteen



Your child’s school has invested in the award winning resource, 
GCSEPod, to help your child reach their goals! 
 
Join the thousands of parents/carers encouraging their children to use 
GCSEPod to support learning, homework and revision.

Want to find out how you can support your child more with GCSEPod? Then join one of our free 
webinars by registering here: https://www.gcsepod.com/podup-presents-webinars/ 

Proven to increase results

28+ exam mapped subjects 

Available online and offline

Audio visual content

Builds confidence

Independently accessible assessments

SUPPORT YOUR CHILD
ON THE PATH TO SUCCESS

Student Activation
Please follow these instructions if your child has not yet activated their GCSEPod account

1. Go to GCSEPod.com and click ‘LOG IN’
2. Click ‘New to GCSEPod? Get Started’
3. Enter your child’s details and confirm the 
 name of the school they attend
2. Create a username and password

For more information please visit 
www.gcsepod.com/parents

gcsepod.com info@gcsepod.com 0191 338 7830

“The correlation between 
success and failure was 
made almost 100% clear by 
the use of GCSEPod.”

Head of MFL
at Yateley School

“I found GCSEPod especially 
useful to compliment my 
knowledge and I’m certain 
it helped me secure the 
grades that I have been so 
happy to receive.”

Student

“My daughter used 
GCSEPod for her GCSEs and 
was very successful with 
her results, she absolutely 
loved your Pods and this 
style of revising.”

Parent



Click here to book your tickets





Are you worried about the cost of living?

Would you benefit from free practical
advice that could save you money?
 

Join us and find out how we can help!
For more information and to book call/text 07551 275413 

COST OF LIVING SUPPORT

Government Support
Ways to reduce your costs
Ways to increase your income
How to budget
Useful Apps
Avoiding scams
Where to get more help

We explore:

Are you worried about the cost of living?

Would you benefit from free practical
advice that could save you money?
 

Join our workshop & see how we can help!
For more information and to book call 07551 275413 or

use the QR code below

COST OF LIVING SUPPORT
Tuesday 13th December @ 7pm Online

& Thursday 15th December  @ 10am
Create Community, Station Road, SG6 3BB


