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Please complete and return the consent form below.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

R Brown and R Wilcox
Film Studies Department.

Yours sincerely,

As part of the EDUQAS Film Studies A-Level course, the students will be required to experience a
number of films from various genres, cultures and ratings, which may contain material that some
deem inappropriate.
We would like to reassure parents that the Film Studies Department carefully select material
that aim to highlight specific focuses such as the social and cultural conditions of the time.

We are writing to all parents/ guardians of students taking the Film Studies A-level course,
commencing September 2022.

Dear Parent/Guardian,

I ………………………………………………………. give permission for my son/ daughter to view material
deemed appropriate by The Highfield School’s Film Studies department.
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WELCOME TO FILM STUDIES!
(Expectations)
EDUQAS Film Studies

COMPONENT 1:
Varieties of film and
filmmaking
COMPONENT 2:
Global filmmaking
perspectives
COMPONENT 3:
3

Production

YOUR ESSENTIAL TOOLKIT









COMPONENT 1:
Varieties of film and
filmmaking








COMPONENT 2:
Global filmmaking
perspectives
COMPONENT 3:
Production
4

COMPONENT 1:
Varieties of film and
filmmaking

Why have you chosen ‘Film Studies’?
COMPONENT 1

COMPONENT 2:
Global filmmaking
perspectives
COMPONENT 3:
Production

A good start to this subject is by simply looking at your own preferences and
trying to explain why you like what you do.
You need to choose a film (which should be a tough decision) and be prepared
to deliver a presentation detailing contextual aspects about it (who, what,
when, where, why) as well as discuss features of its content that appeal to you
(from broad narrative and generic conventions to technical production
techniques).
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Why have you chosen ‘Film Studies’?
COMPONENT 1

COMPONENT 1:
Varieties of film and
filmmaking
COMPONENT 2:
Global filmmaking
perspectives

1. Introduction
Research and share some practical information about the film:

Director, producer, screenwriter, composer, actors, dates, genre, franchise, adaptation, critical
reception, opening box office takings, legacy, merchandise …
… and so on.
For each member of cast and crew involved, it would be worth having a look at their repertoire
of works (what else have they done to compare this to?)
2. The film itself
There are a variety of aspects to think about how and why this film appeals to you. They are the
key elements (macro and micro) you will be learning and analysing (and using) throughout the
course.
Narrative, theme, social context, genre, setting, acting, pacing (editing), special effects, sound,
lighting, camerawork.
What worked well and why do you think it was good? (A good tip is to compare how it stands up
against similar films).
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EXTENSION TASK: To include and annotate key screenshots.

COMPONENT 3:
Production

NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH
MACRO FEATURES
(NARRATIVE AND GENRE)

Here is a breakdown of the
MICRO FEATURES OF FILM
MISE – EN – SCENE
PERFORMANCE

CINEMATOGRPAHY

EDITING

SOUND

SETTING

PHYSICAL
EXPRESSION

PROPS

STAGING

VOCAL DELIVERY

PHOTOGRAPHIC ELEMENTS
(E.G. CAMERA POSITION, COLOUR,
LENS, DEPTH OF FOCUS)

ORGANISATION
OF TIME
(SEQUENCE)

ORGANISATION OF
TIME (ACROSS
SECTIONS OF
NARRATIVE

DIGETIC

NON-DIEGETIC

COSTUME

MAKE UP

INTERACTION BETWEEN
PERFORMERS

LIGHTING

FRAMING

ORGANISATION OF SPACE AND
COHERENCE FOR SPECTATOR

FIGURE EXPRESSION AND
MOVEMENT

OFF-SCREEN
SPACE

ISSUES OF STAGING

CHOREOGRAPHY

COMPOSTION

SPECIAL EFFECTS

CONTINUITY (SHOT REVERSE; 180 DEGREE
RULE)

MONTAGE

AURAL ELEMENTS (SPEECH; MUSIC; NOISE)

SOUND IN RELATION TO IMAGE
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COMPONENT 1:
Varieties of film and
filmmaking

Why have you chosen ‘Film Studies’?
COMPONENT 2

COMPONENT 2:
Global filmmaking
perspectives
COMPONENT 3:
Production

The next part of your presentation is to create a timeline of the career of your chosen director:


What other films have they been a part of? Many directors start off as technical assistants or
work on music videos (it won’t be long before directors will list TikTok as part of their CV).



You might even be able to find out their academic path – where and what did they study in
preparation for their career choices?

In conjunction with that, you need to research and timeline a comparable director from a different
country:


Do they create generically or narratively similar films?



Does one cite the other as inspiration (or are they critically compared)?

Eg. Horror directors Sam Raimi vs Neil Marshall.
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2015

2000

1990

1950

1900

Why have you chosen ‘Film Studies’?
COMPONENT 3

COMPONENT 1:
Varieties of film and
filmmaking
COMPONENT 2:
Global filmmaking
perspectives
COMPONENT 3:
Production

The last part of your presentation is to reproduce a short scene from your favourite film (about 20
seconds).
Step 1: To create a storyboard of the scene.
Step 2: To film and edit it.
(If you do not have access to study the scene in detail, do your best from memory).
For the presentation, it would be good to have access to the original as a comparison.
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Step 1: Features of a Storyboard
(use this to help you complete the
COMPONENT 3 task )

SLUGLINE: This is essential information; It
begins with the designation of INT. (Interior) or
EXT. (Exterior), the location, and whether it is
DAY or NIGHT – you must choose two of them.
ACTION: An simple explanation of what is
happening in the scene.

SOUND: The real and
atmospheric sounds that
occur in this scene.

CAMERA: Position of camera (using
correct acronyms if you can – LS = low
shot etc.)
DIALOGUE: The commentary which occurs
during this scene. If there is no dialogue, just
write ‘not applicable’ (N/A)

Transition: After the shot, how will you move
into the next one? (Cut, dissolve, ripple etc.)
DURATION: How long the scene lasts for (this is
important when
thinking about the meaning).
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Idea 1

COMPONENT 3 - Create a short film
using a mobile phone only or DSLR (20 seconds)
Step 2: ‘Quiet on set! Lights! Camera! …

Idea 2

… Action!


COMPONENT 1:
Varieties of film and
filmmaking



COMPONENT 2:
Global filmmaking
perspectives




13

COMPONENT 3:
Production

Useful Links


Cinematography Key Terms - http://www.flashcardmachine.com/cinematography-terms.html



International Movie Database (IMDB) - http://www.imdb.com



The British Film Institute (BFI) - http://www.bfi.org.uk/



EDUQAS Film Studies (A LEVEL 2020) - https://www.eduqas.co.uk/ed/qualifications/film-studies-asa-level/?sub_nav_level=digital-resources#tab_resources



‘The Greatest Film Directors of all Time’ - http://www.filmsite.org/directors.html
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