Teacher: Mrs Ellerby-Jones (EJS) – email: ellerby-jonesl467@highfield.herts.sch.uk
Psychology Bridging Project: Summer Work for Psychology-A-level-Students-To-Be!
You will need to read the summary of Solomon Asch’s study that describes his classic psychological study on
conformity (pages 2 and 3 of this document), and the extract from Elliot Aronson’s book “The Social Animal”
titled “What is Conformity?”(pages 4-7 of this document) in order to do complete this project. READ THESE
BEFORE COMPLETING THE TASKS BELOW
Solomon Asch
The Classic Conformity Study by Social Psychologist Solomon Asch
Do these tasks:
1. Give a definition of “conformity” (hint – how does Aronson define it?)
2. Describe Solomon Asch’s (1955) study of conformity.
 What was Asch trying to find out?
 Who did he study? What did he tell the participants?
 What happened in the study? (this is known as the ‘procedure')
 What were the results (findings) of the study?
 What conclusions can be drawn from this study? (what did the findings tell Asch
in relation to his aims?)
3. What does Asch’s study tell us about WHY people conform? Present your answer in
BULLET POINTS. Give three reasons.
4. What factors or variables increase or decrease levels of conformity? Present your
answer on an A4 sheet as a MIND MAP. Make sure that your mind map shows
which factors increase or decrease conformity – use colour or a key to help you.

If you have access to the internet you can watch these on
YouTube (but don’t worry if you can’t as you don’t need to
watch these to do this project)
Replications of Asch’s study:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRh5qy09nNw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NyDDyT1lDhA
Conformity in real life?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udenNdU53HU

SUMMARY OF SOLOMON ASCH’S CLASSIC CONFORMITY STUDY

Asch, S.E., (1955) “Opinions and Social pressure”, Scientific American, 193,31-5
Aim = to investigate the circumstances under which people are most likely to conform
Method = a controlled observation
Participants = 123 male US college students
Procedure = participants were told that they were participating in a “psychology experiment in visual judgement” and that they would
be comparing the length of lines. They were shown two white cards. On the first was a vertical black line and on the other were three
vertical black lines of various lengths, one of which was the same length as the line on the first card. The participants were shown the
first card, and then asked to choose the line on the second card that was the same length as that on the first card.

The study took place in a classroom with a group of seven to nine students sitting in a line. The participant was led to believe that all
these were fellow participants but in fact all were confederates of the experimenter. The last, or sometimes last but one, in the line
was the only true participant. Each of the students was asked to give their judgement out loud, according to their position in the line,
so that the participant was always last, or last but one, to answer.
On 12 out of 18 trials the confederates were instructed to give unanimous incorrect answers. The experimenters then observed and
recorded the response of the participant to this majority opinion. Following the trials participants were interviewed and questioned
about the reasons for their decisions.

Results/Findings =
The crucial measure was how often participants gave the same wrong answer as the confederates on the critical trials [the “critical trials”
are the ones where they gave a unanimous wrong answer]. This was a measure of conformity. Overall, there was a 32% conformity
rate. In other words, participants agreed with the wrong answer on about a third of the critical trials. However, there were important
individual differences. For example, no one conformed on all the critical trials, about 25% didn’t conform to any of the wrong answers
and about 75% conformed at least once. Participants appeared to be experiencing a lot of stress during the study (e.g. nervous laughter,
fidgeting)
Conclusions =
Because the answers on the critical trials were obviously incorrect, Asch’s study shows the impact that a majority can have on an
individual. It shows a surprisingly strong tendency to conform to group pressure. However, the majority does not have the same impact
on every individual. Asch would not have been surprised if there had not been any conformity at all, since the task was easy and
unambiguous, and the fact that on one third of the trials the participants conformed was a surprise to Asch. However, Asch also saw the
fact that on two thirds of the trials his participants had remained independent as clear evidence of how people could resist the pressure
to conform, at least when the answer to the task seemed unambiguous and obvious to the person.
Why did participants conform in Asch’s study?
Asch interviewed some of his participants and found that they tended to give one of three reasons for why they conformed to the
majority’s wrong answer in the study:
 Distortion of perception - they really did think their wrong answers were right, as they thought the others must just have a better
view and be in a better position to judge.
 Distortion of judgement - they felt doubt about the accuracy of their judgement and therefore yielded to the majority view
 Distortion of action - they didn’t want to be ridiculed and therefore went along with the group. Here they believed the answer
was wrong but went along with the group anyway.
Those who didn’t conform said that either they were confident in their answer or they thought that the majority was probably right but
they still had to say what they saw.

Extract from “The Social Animal”
by Eliot Aronson

