
GCSE bridging project
Passport from year 9 into 10. 

This booklet contains a mix of optional and compulsory 
tasks (see contents page) 
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You don’t need to print anything

Write on paper and keep it all together, 
nicely organised and well laid out

Take care with presentation

Write headings for each part of the work –
see the checklist on the next slide so you 
know what headings to use

Put your name on your work

Please email 
roisincosgrove@highfield.herts.sch.uk if 
you have any questions
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Dear all

Welcome to the beginning of your GCSE Sociology course. I am really looking forward to meeting you 
and getting to know you as we move through year 10. The tasks that make up this bridging project are 
an important start to the subject and will prepare you to begin your GCSE work. 

Sociology is an absolutely fascinating subject with links to every aspect of modern life. Once you have 
studied Sociology, you will never again be able to look at life as you did before. 

In this booklet you will find many tasks, some of which are optional. I cannot wait to see all the work 
you put together for this bridging project, once we are back at school. We will have time to share what 
you have done and I will be contacting parents with surprise postcards home to say super well done to 
everyone who tries their absolute best which I’m sure will be all of you. 

If you find yourself confused about any aspect of this booklet or any of the tasks within it, please just 
email me to ask for some help – roisincosgrove@highfield.herts.sch.uk

Very best wishes to you and your families, 

Miss Cosgrove 4

mailto:roisincosgrove@highfield.herts.sch.uk


What will I be studying for GCSE Sociology? 
(A brief & edited summary!) 

Year 10

Paper 1 – 1 hour and 45 minutes (at the end of year 11)

Family What is the function of families?
How relevant are the Warm Bath Theory, and the idea of expressive &
instrumental roles in family life?
Are symmetrical family a reality in the UK?
Is the theory of stratified diffusion useful in understanding family life?
Is marriage a patriarchal institution?
Domestic violence and the dark side of the family
How is family life different in the ‘underclass’?
Are the nuclear family and marriage still relevant? Why is divorce rising?

Education What are the implications of the The Marketisation of education?
Which groups do well / badly in education?
Why are material & cultural deprivation important?
How can we explain the differences in achievement of different ethnic
groups? Racism, subcultures, labelling and the ethnocentric curriculum
Does toxic masculinity add anything to our understanding of why girls
outperform boys in education? Is the underperformance of boys an
example of a moral panic?
Is the radical feminist perspective relevant when applied to education? Why
do we still see gendered subject choice?

Theory 
and 
methods

Functionalism, Marxism, Interactionism, The New Right, Feminism, Conflict 
versus consensus theory, the big debates, sociological research methods 

All applied to the study of Family and Education 
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Year 11

Paper 2 – 1 hour and 45 minutes (at the end of year 11)

Crime Why did Durkheim consider Crime to be Functional, Inevitable and Normal
(FIN)?
Homelessness as a case study of crime and deviance – applying
Functionalist and Interactionist perspectives.
White collar crime and the police as an agent of bourgeoisie control
Why do women have lower crime rates? Why are female crime rates rising?
Is the ‘double deviance’ theory seen in the treatment of female offenders?
How far have the Police Service come since McPherson? (Racism & Crime)
What is best way for Sociologists to measure and understand crime?

Social 
Stratification 

What is Social Stratification? Is it functional?
Is Britain meritocratic? Has this changed over time?
Is socio-economic class still a useful concept for Sociologists?
How prevalent is poverty? What are problems when attempting to study it?
Is the Welfare State in the UK a trap or a useful safety net?
What are life chances? Are do class, age, ethnicity, disability and gender
affect life chances in the UK?
How are health and illness socially constructed? How do health outcomes
differ for different social groups?
Is there a glass ceiling for women in society?

Theory 
and 
methods

Functionalism, Marxism, Interactionism, The New Right, Feminism, Conflict 
versus consensus theory, the big debates, sociological research methods 

All applied to the study of Crime and Social Stratification



Recommend reading and watching log 
(optional) 

Over the next two pages you will see a reading and watching log. Fill this in
to record the relevant reading and watching you do in advance of starting
GCSE Sociology.
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Black and Scottish

What does it mean to

be black and

Scottish? Seeking out

a range of black

Scots of different

ages and from

diverse backgrounds

to hear about their

lives.

28 minutes
Britain’s forgotten 

men

Filmmaker Dan 

Murdoch spends a 

year in some of 

Britain's most 

deprived estates. 

Several episodes 

available. 

Miriam’s Big Fat 

Adventure (episode 

2)

With obesity-
related illnesses 
like high blood 
pressure, type 2 
diabetes and 
certain cancers 
costing the NHS 
over six billion a 
year, Miriam 
Margolyes sets out 
to find out what is 
being done to 
combat the 
obesity crisis



Catch up on 4OD
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Educating Cardiff

Filmed at Willows High
School in Cardiff, Wales, it captures
every detail of life in a modern
school. Educating Cardiff follows Head
Teacher Joy Ballard and her team of
teachers and support staff in their
mission to turn the school around,
transforming it from one of the worst
performing schools in Cardiff into a
school to be proud of

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willows_High_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardiff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joy_Ballard


Recommended reading (for when the 
libraries open again)
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A photo book comprised of

100 high-quality black-and-

white and colour images of

girls -a celebration of what

it means to be strong

(whether athletic, bookish,

brainy, brave, loyal, or

courageous).

The Crime Book looks at

the big ideas and

concepts in criminology

spanning from pirates,

kidnapping and political

plots to modern con

artists, serial killers and

rogue traders

Written for children 

aged 9 and over, but 

a clear and interesting 

introduction for adults 

too, All About 

Politics is a straight-

talking guide to how 

governments really 

work.



Recommended reading (for when 
the libraries open again)
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A fantastic book for

children aged 9+.

Divided into

sections such as

Work and Money,

Politics and Power,

Media, Education,

Family and Bodies,

the book looks at

how the feminist

movement has

affected each area

in turn throughout

history, and at the

issues they are

working to combat

today.

Watching the English takes a 
revealing look at the quirks, 
habits and foibles of the 
English people.



Name of book / name of 
program

One thing I found interesting (or 
more!)

One question I now have (or more!)
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Summer reading and watching log (optional)



Watch these video clips & answer 
the question
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Is there such a thing shared ‘British values’? 
Justify your opinion with examples and 
explanation. 

As you watch the videos brainstorm ideas and examples that 
you can use in your writing.  Then take some time to plan out 
your answer before writing it up. 

Paragraph 1 – Yes there is such a thing as shared British values

Paragraph 2 – No, there isn’t such a thing as shared British 
values

Paragraph 3 – Conclusion, your opinion backed up with 
reasons

Write as much as you can. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UptHOWrcd9A ‘What are 
British Values’?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s48TnFbBCfA The 
propaganda of 'British values' is a distortion of history – Akala | In 
my opinion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALWwK7Vz4gY Series of 

HSBC Ads about Culture

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rRFkks3cFsY What Do 
Europeans Really Think About British culture?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ZXJ_O15rVE 8 Things You'll 
Know If You're a Northerner In The South

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuZbbMOH0Qo Feelings on 
racism in Britain - Is Britain Racist? - BBC Three

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UptHOWrcd9A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s48TnFbBCfA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALWwK7Vz4gY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rRFkks3cFsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ZXJ_O15rVE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuZbbMOH0Qo


What is meant by 
British culture?
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The pictures on the right show a 
stereotypical view of ‘British’ culture. 

There are many different social groups in 
the UK. Different ages, different 
ethnicities, genders and groups of people 
with widely differing amounts of money 
and with very different interests. 

Would these pictures reflect ‘British’ 
culture for all of those groups?

Task: Create a picture collage 
showing a different view of British 
culture, to the one shown here. There is 
no right or wrong approach to this – any 
image that encapsulates as aspect of 
British culture could be included. You 
could cut pictures out of magazines or 
newspapers or draw your own. 



Norms, values and 
culture (NVC)

The term culture refers to the 
whole way of life of a particular 
society. It can involve values 
norms , customs and beliefs 

Values refer to the ideas and 
beliefs that are worth striving / 
trying for. So for example 
striving to the best at what you 
do is a value. 

Norms are what we consider 
appropriate social behaviour in 
certain settings (e.g. holding 
the door open). Norms are 
enforced by sanctions ; positive 
and negative. 

There are many social 
structures parts that make up 
society) One example of a 
social structure in society is the 
education system. 

Sanctions are formal and 
informal. They could be positive 
(e.g. getting a promotion) or 
negative (e.g. being excluded 
from a friendship group).  

Sum up British culture below : Give examples of what some 
people may consider values.

Give examples of what are 
social norms in the UK . 

Can you think of some other 
social structures? 

Can you think of any other 
social sanctions? 

Task 1 
Fill in this 

row

These tasks will help you to understand 
important new vocabulary. 

Task 2 : Social issues are things that affect communities , groups and 
individuals lives. What social issues does Britiain have to deal with at the 

current time (e.g. homelessness).  List your ideas below 

Task 3: Watch this clip and list some cultural differences between 
countries  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECwhXMMLnZk

British vs. American culture quiz

British Culture American Culture 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECwhXMMLnZk


1. Go to https://edpuzzle.com/

2. Click ‘Sign up’ (top right hand of the screen)

3. Enter the class code

4. Join with your school email address and use your
FULL NAME otherwise I can’t tell who you are!

5. Watch the videos on Edpuzzle and
answer the questions as they pop up
on the screen

6. I can see what you write / your answers when I log in
15

Join our class on EdPuzzle

zevewep

https://edpuzzle.com/


What do we mean by 
socialisation? 
1. Socialisation is the process through which we learn about our culture and how to fit in to our culture. It also defines how 

we behave (norms) and our beliefs ( values) 

Please think. Who socialised you and how did they do this? Write your ideas down . How old were you when you learned 
certain things i.e to say please and thank you? Who taught you these things? Who taught you to be patience and wait in a 
queue for example? How did you learn what is ‘cool’ or ‘not cool’ when you got to secondary school? Who taught you that?
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Primary Socialisation

It is the process by which children learn the cultural 
norms and values  of society by their parents and 
family members.

What norms and values have you learnt from your 
parents? 

There are two types of socialisation  
Secondary  Socialisation

This takes place outside the home later in childhood and 
continues into adulthood. It teaches people ways to behave in 
different situations. There are different agents of secondary 
socialisation (school, the workplace, peer groups, the media).

Which of these agents of secondary socialisation has had the 
most impact on you and why?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aujeApf2i6Y&t=4s

AQA GCSE Sociology and socialisation (10 minutes)

This video (optional) explains more about socialisation. It talks about 
Crime, the Family etc… Don’t worry you aren’t supposed to 
understand it all now! It just gives you a bit more detail about 
socialisation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aujeApf2i6Y&t=4s


The Sociology of Football 
(optional)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksls9MsI-Wg – The
Sociology of Football Part 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDGejPbMayI –
The Sociology of Football Part 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPtJi1SQXmQ - The
Sociology of Football Part 3

Watch some or all of these videos about the
Sociology of Football and note down

1. What did you find most interesting?
2. What questions do you now have?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksls9MsI-Wg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDGejPbMayI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPtJi1SQXmQ


What are the agencies of 
Socialisation? Information to read
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There are different ways we are socialised. The different ways we 
are socialised are called Agencies of Socialisation . Read the 

information carefully below to help you understand three different 
agents of socialisation. For each box, write down one key sentence 

that summarises the information.Parents / Family 
For most people, the process of socialisation begins in the family. Family is 
their first source through which they commence their social 
communication. It is with the aid of the older family members that he/she 
becomes familiar with social culture. It is through family that 'socially 
acceptable' ways of thinking and behaving are imparted to a child. Values 
such as sharing, honesty, idealism, discipline, etc., are also cultivated in a 
person through his family. Therefore, it is vital how parents treat their 
children, and also how parents behave in front of them because children 
will copy this behaviour and think it is the socially acceptable way to 
behave.

Peer Group 

A peer group is a group of people of approximately the 
same age, sharing similar interests and probably belonging 
to similar backgrounds. A person may belong to several peer 
groups at a single point in time. For instance, peer groups of 
a child may include his schoolmates, his friends at the sports' 
club, and the children staying in his neighbourhood. Even 
though all these groups are different, he may mingle with 
them every single day. What makes a peer group an 
important factor in socialization is that it enables a child to 
engage in experiences which he/she would otherwise never 
experience within his/her family. Things such as competition, 
conflict and cooperation as well as the concepts of hierarchy 
can be learned through a peer group.

School 

Children spend about seven to eight hours in school. So, there is 

no denying the fact that school has an important and lifelong 

impact on their socialisation process. Apart from teaching 

children to read and write, and initiating them in subjects such as 

math, languages and science they also have a latent function of 

nurturing within the students, the value of teamwork, punctuality 

and following a set schedule. In other words, a lesson stressing 

on the need for discipline in doing one's day-to-day activities is 

pinpointed. Schools also play a major role in fostering the values 

of national pride and citizenship in the children. 

In schools, children also learn about concepts such as gender and 
race, not only through their textbooks but also practically. For 
example, segregating the seating arrangements of boys and girls 
may affect their behaviour with the opposite sex thus elevating 
gender differences. Also, school is technically the institution 
wherein a child is first exposed to a hierarchical bureaucratic 
setup under which everything takes place within a set framework 
of rules and regulations. This means that a child, in order to get 
something done, has to follow a certain procedure and that 
makes this kind of setup a basic factor for making the child 
understand the importance of social rules and regulations.



More agencies of 
socialisation 
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Read the information given here to help you understand 
socialisation in more detail. For each box, write down one key 

sentence that summarises the information.

Workplace 

Workplace is another agent of 

socialization. Just as the 

children spend a significant part 

of day at their school, the 

adults spend much of their day 

at their workplace. At the 

workplace, a person meets 

people of different age groups 

and belonging to different social 

and cultural backgrounds. This 

makes him come in close 

contact with different thought 

processes, belief systems, etc. 

The interaction that then 

happens, helps a person to 

broaden his/her horizons in 

terms of social acceptance and 

tolerance towards the others

Government 

Government or state is an indirect agent of socialization. This means, though we do 

not come in contact with the institution directly, it does have an impact on our social 

life and well-being. The government sets rules and regulations (most of which often 

become laws), which the people of the state/country need to follow 

Media 

Mass media is the strongest and the most argued indirect agent of socialization. It 

puts across to us, lot of ideas and mannerisms. Despite this, it influences our lives to a 

great extent, as we tend to learn a lot from mass media, which include newspapers, 

magazines, radio, Internet, video games and of course, the most dominant of them 

all, television. However, research shows that most people, adults and children alike, 

often tend to get so carried away by the influence of media that they get confused 

between the notions of 'reality' and 'fiction'.

On the other hand, the amount of violence that is involved in case of the media might 

have an adverse effect on the people. For instance, children might behave more 

aggressively towards others, and this can make them 'socially unacceptable'. 

Nevertheless, the fact is that mass media does help in building ideologies and beliefs 

of people and making them so strong and deep-rooted that they stay with them 

throughout their lifetime.
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How do these images 
represent socialisation? 
Number your answers 
carefully and explain what 
each image is showing 

1

2
3

4
5



Key questions – write the 
answers down 
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Fill on the sections with ideas. 
You might want to watch this clip first (video is optional) It is 10 
minuts and more of a podcast than a video .
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-RvJQxqVQc
Socialization: Crash Course Sociology #14

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-RvJQxqVQc


How do we learn how to fit in? 

How do we learn ‘normal’ 

behaviour? 

How do we learn rules that are not 

written down? 

How do we know our place in 

society and the roles we must fit in? 

How do we know to 
shake someone's hand 
and not lick someone's 

face when we greet 
them? 

How do we know 
to not comment 

on how fat 
someone is when 

we see them? 

How do we know 
to eat with a knife 

and fork in a 
restaurant but it is 
ok to pick up food 
with your hands in 

McDonalds

How do we know 
not to have sex in 

the middle of Asda? 

How do we know 
when to share and 

when to not? 

How do we know? 



Task: Write in a definition and an example for each of these key sociological ideas 
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Society Primary 
Socialisation 

culture Norms 

Agents of 
Socialisation 

Social issue Values Socialisation 





Your task is to 
consider this 
question

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3zqnTntTXAhXJchQKHXQ3CocQjRwIBw&url=https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/conflict&psig=AOvVaw1tuqElDho5C3FIq18kQZmI&ust=1511510781999950
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3zqnTntTXAhXJchQKHXQ3CocQjRwIBw&url=https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/conflict&psig=AOvVaw1tuqElDho5C3FIq18kQZmI&ust=1511510781999950


READ: Some information about conflict and 
consensus theory

• Conflict theory emphasizes the power imbalance between different 
groups in society. Some groups have a lot of power. Some groups have 
very little. The aims of each group are different. Therefore society is in 
conflict.

• Consensus theory emphasizes the shared value consensus. This 
means that, in general, society does unify together very well. Even 
though there are different groups, we all share common values and 
common norms. This acts like a glue, sticking us together and making 
society function well. 
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• Approximately 12:30am Tuesday 12th June 2017 
a small fire started in the kitchen of Apartment 
16, floor 4, Grenfell Tower in Kensington and 
Chelsea.

• Two hours later the tower was a blazing inferno 
and at least 79 people had lost their lives.

What happened at Grenfell?









How did it start?



Why did it spread 
so quickly?







On the next slide you will see examples of how 
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• SS Princess Alice, was a passenger paddle steamer that sank on 3 September 
1878 after a collision on the River Thames. Between 600 and 700 people 
died, the greatest loss of life of any British inland waterway shipping 
accident. Following the disaster society made these changes:





The Government has said that there will be "no hiding place" 
for builders who fail to protect high-rise residents, as plans to 
overhaul regulations are revealed in the wake of the Grenfell 
tragedy.



On the other hand…
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CONFLICT 
THEORY

CONSENSUS
THEORY

The 
next 
few 
slides

The 
last 
few 
slides



How does the 
Grenfell disaster 
show that 
society is in 
conflict?



Should there have been alarms and sprinklers? 
The block - which was built in 1974 - did not have a sprinkler system. Under current law, all new residential blocks 

over 30m high must have sprinkler systems fitted. There is no legal requirement for local authorities to retrofit 

sprinklers to tower blocks. 

Ronnie King, honorary secretary of the All-Party Fire Safety and Rescue Group, told the media there were about 

4,000 tower blocks that did not have fire sprinklers fitted into them. He said after the fire in Lakanal House there 

had been a "recommendation, which was down to each local council and landlords to determine the 

appropriateness" of the lack of fire sprinklers in some blocks.

Paul Fuller, chairman of the Fire Sector Federation, said sprinklers could have helped lessen the impact of the fire.

He told BBC Radio 4's World At One programme: "We know that sprinklers are effective. "Also, sprinklers will make 

the environment more survivable by containing the fire and containing the smoke.“

Some residents have also reported not hearing fire alarms. Alarms will often go off only on the floor affected, 

according to fire expert Elfyn Edwards. 

For The Daily Telegraph, it was a disaster waiting to happen. It says ministers were warned about the fire risk 

posed by the type of cladding used to make the building more energy efficient as far back as 1999. The Daily Mail 

talks of a string of blunders - with housing chiefs, council bosses and government ministers being accused of 

having "blood on their hands". It claims the panels made the tower "light up like a match" while raining down toxic 

debris on rescuers. One expert told The Guardian: "We are still wrapping high rise buildings in highly flammable 

materials and leaving them without sprinkler systems, then being surprised when they burn down". The Guardian 

also focuses on a claim that gas pipes had not been boxed in with "fire rated" protection.

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/06/14/grenfell-tower-inferno-disaster-waiting-happen-concerns-raised/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/jun/14/fire-24-storey-grenfell-tower-block-white-city-latimer-road-london


The conflict view of the
tragedy is that the powerful
in society (those who owned
the flats and the
government) did not do
enough to ensure it was
safe. Poor people lived in the
tower. They died because of
the failure of those in power
to protect them by installing
adequate fire safety
measure.



https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3zqnTntTXAhXJchQKHXQ3CocQjRwIBw&url=https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/conflict&psig=AOvVaw1tuqElDho5C3FIq18kQZmI&ust=1511510781999950
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3zqnTntTXAhXJchQKHXQ3CocQjRwIBw&url=https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/conflict&psig=AOvVaw1tuqElDho5C3FIq18kQZmI&ust=1511510781999950


Creative task (optional)

• Use any materials you want to create a model / 
picture / image that shows the difference 
between conflict theory in sociology and 
consensus theory. Be as imaginative and 
creative as you like. Take a picture and email it 
to roisincosgrove@highfield.herts.sch.uk I can’t 
wait to see what you come up with!

• Want to know more about conflict / consensus 
theory before you start? Look back at slide 26. 
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Careers task 
(optional)

Sociology has links to many
careers. Choose one of these
careers and research it using
the links on this slide.
Produce a fact file about the
career. What are the main
responsibilities? What is the
salary? What are the most
interesting parts of the job?
Where are the different
places you can work?
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• Social worker
• Probation officer
• Prison officer
• Police officer
• Teacher
• Journalist
• Marketing manager
• Statistician 
• Nurse
• Life coach
• Business analyst 
• Public relations manager
• Website designer 
• Or another job that links to 

sociology (society) of your choice 

• https://www.careerconn
ect.org.uk/

• https://www.ucas.com/
advisers/which-for-
teachers/use-which-
university-in-
class/careers-planner-
for-14-16s

• https://www.careerpilot
.org.uk/information/you
r-choices-at-14

• https://nationalcareers.s
ervice.gov.uk/

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize/careers

https://www.careerconnect.org.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/which-for-teachers/use-which-university-in-class/careers-planner-for-14-16s
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-choices-at-14
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/careers
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Have you finished?


