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‘The Star Wars Suite’ – This is a 17-minute 

‘summary’ of the music from the Star Wars 

soundtrack, and is well worth a listen to get 

familiar with John Williams’ music for the films.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEneq8fKp

Qw

This video has been recorded by a music 

teacher, Mr Stevens, as a revision video, but it 

also makes a good introduction to the key 

musical features in this piece.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzjl55egD

Mc

This is the specific piece of music we will 

study: ‘Main Title’/’Rebel Blockade Runner’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBPmmZz

LIKE&t=128s

A short film showing the recording process of a 

John Williams score

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1BZbCAX

qYM

Hans Zimmer discusses the making of ‘Pirates 

of the Caribbean’ music

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FMvg8XW

Dp3w

And if you have more time, check out this full 

concert of John Williams’ music…or have it on 

in the background while you complete other 

activities and work

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTU2anRI

Smw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEneq8fKpQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzjl55egDMc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBPmmZzLIKE&t=128s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1BZbCAXqYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FMvg8XWDp3w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTU2anRISmw


‘Defying Gravity’ from Wicked. This is one of 

the other set works we will study as part of 

GCSE Music.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5V9Kwpp

Mfs

See behind the scenes at a musical show! 

Watch from over the conductor’s shoulder for 

‘Defying Gravity’.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4CSLK3nZ

ek0

Another behind-the-scenes glimpse…what 

does it look like to play in the pit orchestra for a 

musical show? How many keyboards/synths 

can you count?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIPy8HE5D

l4

The cast of ‘Wicked’ explain about the show https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ud0wOn_vi

Bo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5V9KwppMfs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4CSLK3nZek0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIPy8HE5Dl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ud0wOn_viBo


Task 7

Click on this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmaL1NEYdTxZAVU_O2ubppqBAJnNz-RHS

It will take you to a YouTube playlist with three film clips:

• Tom and Jerry

• The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King – ‘The End of All Things’

• Gone with the Wind – ‘Leaving for Battle’

Find a piece of music (from any genre, it doesn’t have to be a piece of film music) that you 

think makes a good piece of underscore (background music) to the film clip.

When we return to school you can play us your music against the clip. All you need to do is 

write down the YouTube link to the piece of music you have chosen.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmaL1NEYdTxZAVU_O2ubppqBAJnNz-RHS


Finale The final piece of act 1. 

Duet A piece performed by 2 people. 

Spoken dialogue To deliver text to a given rhythm or as it would normally be said. 

Orchestra A large ensemble with four section (woodwind, stings, brass and percussion). 

Woodwind A typical section which also includes piccolo, bass clarinet and cor anglais). 

Brass A section featuring the trumpet, trombone and tuba. 

Strings A typical section which also includes a harp and 3 keyboards. 

Percussion Including a drum kit, tubular bells and timpani. 

Overdrive A distortion effect for guitar. 

Hi-hat A pair of foot-operated cymbals forming part of a drum kit.

Synthesiser An electronic keyboard.

Tremolo A rapid reiteration of a note.

Colla voce Follow the solo voice - an indication that the vocal part sings in a free manner and the 

other instruments should follow.

Verse Repeated music where the words are changed or altered each time. 

Chorus Repeated music and lyrics. 



Major A major tonality (a set order of tones and semitones).

Dissonance Notes that clash with the underlying chord. 

Harmony To sing different notes at the same time. 

Chromatic Notes outside of the tonic key.

Root position A chord where the tonic is in the bass.

Pedal A note (usually in the bass, and generally either the tonic or dominant of the key) which is 

sustained or repeated while chords change, often resulting in dissonance.

Triplets 3 notes of equal value in the space of 2.

Dotted rhythms A longer note followed by a shorter value.

Syncopation A strong or stressed note occurs on the weak beat or a bar (off the beat).  

Free tempo No sense of time signature or beat. 

Andante A walking speed.

Allegro A fast tempo.

Moderato A moderate tempo.

Maestoso In a majestic manner.

Rallentando To gradually slow down. 

Duple time 2/2



Triple time 3/2

Quadruple time 4/4

Fermatas A pause marking where the note is held.

Monophonic A single melodic line. 

Chord stabs A single staccato chord that adds dramatic impact to a composition.

Unison All parts playing the same thing at the same time. 

Homophonic A texture comprising a melody part and an accompaniment.

Counterpoint One or more independent melodies added above or below a given melody which creates 

a polyphonic texture.

Melody and accompaniment One principle part and a musical background. 

Melody dominated homophony A melody with a chordal accompaniment where all parts have the same rhythm but 

different notes.

Ostinato A repeating pattern. 

Range The space between the highest and lowest note a singer can sing. (2 octaves)

Syllabic When signing, each syllable has a note.

Vocalisation Use of syllables that have no meaning.

Conjunct Where a melody moves by steps and not by leaps.

Angular leaps Large leaps in a melodic line. 



Sequence The repetition of a musical phrase at a higher or lower pitch than the original.

Hook A short phrase that is catchy (usually the title of the song).

Legato To play smoothly. 


